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Throughout his career he worked as an editor and journalist for multiple newspapers, including
the Topeka State Journal, the Topeka Daily Capital, and the Omaha World Herald. In 1973 he
and a group of reporters won the Pulitzer Prize for their investigative reporting of Boys Town, a
youth center in Nebraska. In 1974 he began teaching journalism at the University of Ohio.
Williams died on October 29, 1976.

Arrangement:
The collection has been arranged into the following four series:

Investigative Reporters and Editors, Inc.
Research Materials

Interview Transcripts

Miscellaneous

Scope and Content Note:
Investigative Reporters and Editors, Inc.

This series contains organizational records of the IRE. The materials in this series include the
articles of incorporation, bylaws, correspondence, meeting minutes, membership lists and
miscellaneous membership material, and IRE newsletters. Also included are newspaper clippings
on the IRE and material from the Public Interest Satellite Associations conference in 1976.
Lastly, this series contains a report written by Ralph Bernstein, a colleague of Williams’, which
discusses the late Williams’ personal papers. This series has been arranged alphabetically.

Research Materials

This series contains material complied by Williams while completing his research for his book,
Investigative Reporting and Editing, a book that was published posthumously, in 1978. Items
include correspondence, files on freedom of information in the corporate sector, the Freedom of
Information Center in Columbia, Missouri, and the Project on Corporate Responsibility. This
series has been arranged alphabetically by folder name. Material within the folders has been left
in its original order.

Interview Transcripts

This series contains transcriptions of interviews performed by Williams. The interviewees are
newspaper editors and reporters employed by various publications throughout the United States.
The bulk of the material discusses stories covered by the interviewees and personal experiences
working in the field of journalism. Also included in some of the folders are short biographies and
newspaper clippings of articles written by the interviewees. Notes on the transcriptions indicate
that these were used for material to help Williams write Investigative Reporting and Editing.
This series has been arranged alphabetically.

Miscellaneous
This series contains student papers and an article written by Williams. The student papers

contain material from journalism classes Williams taught at Ohio State University and
miscellaneous papers on investigative journalism written by students at Indiana University and
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the University of Illinois. Lastly, this series contains an article written by Williams about the
power structure of Omaha, Nebraska. This series has been arranged by type of material.

Container List:

Investigative Reporters and Editors, Inc.
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Articles of Incorporation, 1975

Bylaws, n.d.

Correspondence, 1975-1976

Executive Committee meeting notes, 1975-1976, n.d.
Financial records, 1975-1976, n.d.
Indianapolis meeting, 1976

Meeting minutes, 1975-1976

Membership and Committee lists, 1976, n.d.
Membership material, 1976, n.d.
Newsletters, 1977

Newspaper clippings, 1975-1976, n.d.
Public Interest Satellite Associations, 1976
Reston organizational meeting, 1975
Williams Report, March 1977

Research Materials
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Corporate Freedom of Information, 1974
Correspondence, 1974-1976

Freedom of Information Center, 1975-1976
Government Information of Corporations, 1973
“Ohio Newspapers and the Law,” 1956

Orange County Workshop, September 13, 1975
Project on Corporate Responsibility, 1971-1973

Interview Transcripts

.22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37

Ackland, Len, n.d.

Bailey, Chuck, n.d.
Biece/Cady, June 25, 1975
Bliss, July 7, 1975
Bradlee, Ben, n.d.
Burnham, David, n.d.
Canning, Lee, n.d.

Cony, Edward, n.d.
Cowen/Kurkjian, n.d.
Cunningham, Gene, n.d.
deGroot, John, n.d.
Delugach, Al, n.d.

Dolan, Thomas J., July 8, 1975
Friedman, Rick, n.d.
Gavin, Tom, n.d.

Greene, Bob, n.d.
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Hall, Elmer, June 13, 1975
Hartgen/Nimmer, April 23, 1975
Hays, Howard, n.d.

Higgins, June 26-27, 1975
Huston, Jim, n.d.

Knight, Al, n.d.

Kraslow, David, n.d.
Kwitny/Penn, n.d.

Lambert, Bill, n.d.

Lynch, Dan, n.d.

Lyneis, Dick, n.d.
MacDonald, Ken, n.d.
McKnight/Alexander, June 25, 1975
McLeod, n.d.

McQuern, Marcia, n.d.
Morgan, Jeff, n.d.
Morgan/Ayres, n.d.

Muhm, Don, n.d.

Nimmer, Dave, n.d.

O’Shea, Jim, n.d.

Opotowsky, Mel, n.d.

Otwell, July 8, 1975

Paddock Papers, n.d.
Petacque, Arthur, n.d.

Polk, Jim, September 25, 1975
Pound, Edward T., n.d.

Risser, Jim, n.d.

Rose, June 27, 1975

Shoquist, Joe, n.d.

Smith, Lane, n.d.

Teuscher, n.d.

Underhill, Cal, n.d.

Walsh, Denny, n.d.
Weinstein, Henry, n.d.
Whitely, P., n.d.
Whitely/Anderson/Schwartz, n.d.
Worth, Bill, June 24, 1975

Page 4

f. 75 Student Papers, 1974-1976
f. 76 Student Papers, n.d.
f. 77 “Twenty Top Omaha’s Power Structure,” n.d.
Index:
Index Terms Folders
Trager, Robert 75, 76
Stonecipher, Harry W. 75, 76
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Index Terms Folders |

Nauss, D. W., 1lI 76

\Norwitz, Steven \76

Ohio State University 1-14, 75, 76

\Investigative reporting. \1-77

\Journalism. \1-77

Omaha (Neb.) 77

Williams, Paul N., 1922-1976

3-9, 11-16, 18-77

Investigative Reporters and Editors, Inc.

1-14

\Investigative Reporters and Editors, Inc. Annual Conference \6, 13
Bolles, Donald Fifield, 1928-1976 11
Satellite communication systems 12
Sorensen, Philip C. 15
Twentieth Century Fund. 15
Freedom of Information Center (Columbia, Mo.) 17
University of Missouri--Columbia 17
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