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Historical Note:  
 

Clyde Williams was a U.S. Representative from the state of Missouri from late 1920s to the early 
1940s. He was born in Grubville, Jefferson County, Missouri on October 13, 1873. He attended 
De Soto High School and the State Normal School in Cape Girardeau, Missouri. After 
graduating, he attended the University of Missouri where he graduated from law school in 1901. 
He started practicing law in De Soto, Missouri, that same year and went on to be the prosecuting 
attorney for Jefferson County from 1902 until 1908. He was first elected in 1926 from the 13th 
District and re-elected in 1930 and 1932. From 1934 to 1942 he served in Missouri’s 8th District. 
He was a representative until 1943 when he was unsuccessful in getting re-elected.  
 
He was a U.S. Representative during the Great Depression and World War II. He continued his 
law practice in Washington D.C., working for the Reconstruction Finance Corporation. He 
served as the president of the Jefferson Trust Co. in Hillsboro, Missouri, and president of the 
Bank of Hillsboro. He died in St. Louis, Missouri, on November 12, 1954, and is buried in the 
Hillsboro, Cemetery.  
 
Arrangement:  
 
The collection has been arranged into the following 2 series. 
 
Papers 
Born Digital Files 
 
Scope and Content Note: 
 
Papers 
 
Papers consist of speeches from Clyde William’s career as a lawyer and U.S. representative. The 
speeches primarily deal with campaigns, dedications, service club speeches, patriotism and 
democracy, farmers and conservation, the Great Depression, and matters before Congress. Also 
included are newspaper clippings of Williams’ career, genealogy information on the Williams 
family, and one daily reminder book from 1928 which Williams used to write down his thoughts 
and musings about government and life. One folder includes the deposition of Zona Jones in 
1930 and financial records from 1926 .  
 
Born Digital Files 
 
This series includes one political scrapbook dated 1928-1932, that includes invitations, 
programs, calling cards, photographs, and newspaper clippings. 
 
Container List: 
 
f. 1 Genealogy Materials; Clyde Williams Will, 193 and Death Record, 

1954; biographical info 
f. 2 News Clippings, 1938-1940 
f. 3 Speeches, 1894-1935 
f. 4 Speeches, 1935-1941 
f. 5 Handwritten Speeches and Notes, 1920s-1950 
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f. 6 Undated Speeches and Essays (A-I) 
f. 7 Undated Speeches and Essays (J-Z) 
f. 8 Misc. Speeches, Financial Records, Court Case of Zona Jones 
f. 9 Daily Reminders from 1928 
f. 10 Book 1 – Speeches 1928-1940 
f. 11 Book 2 – Speeches 1932-1942 

 
  b.d.f. 1          Scrapbook, 1928-1932 
  
Index:  
 

Index Terms Folders 
Frost family 1 
Frost, E. F. 1 
Frost, George H. 1 
Politics and government 1-11 
Williams family 1 
Williams, Clyde, 1873-1954 1-11 
Wilson family 1 
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