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RESTRICTED
This collection is available at The State Historical Society of Missouri-Research Center,

Kansas City. If you would like more information, please contact us at
kansascity@shsmo.org.

INTRODUCTION

The collection contains audio recordings and transcripts of interviews with jazz
musicians who played in Kansas City during the “Golden Age of Jazz.” In addition, there
are interviews with individuals familiar with Kansas City’s jazz scene from 1924 to 1942.
Some of those interviewed include Count Basie, Orville “Piggy” Minor, Myra Taylor,
and Druie Bess.

DONOR INFORMATION

The papers were donated to the University of Missouri by Nathan Pearson and
Howard Litwak on July 23, 1980 (Accession No. KA0022). An addition was made on
September 12, 1983, by P. Robert Paustian and the University of Missouri-Kansas City
General Library (Accession No. KA0217). An addition was made on October 28, 1983,
by Nathan Pearson (Accession No. KA0220).

COPYRIGHT AND RESTRICTIONS

The Donor has given and assigned to the University all rights of copyright, which
the Donor has in the Materials and in such of the Donor’s works as may be found among
any collections of Materials received by the University from others.

Use of this collection is intended for scholarly research only. No for-profit use can
be made of the tapes or the transcriptions of the Kansas City Jazz Oral History Collection
in print, electronic, or other medium during the lifetime of the interviewee of the tapes
without the express permission of Nathan Pearson, Howard Litwak, and the interviewee.

The restriction shall expire upon the death of the interviewee in question.

ORGANIZATIONAL SKETCH

Howard Litwak and Nathan Pearson first discussed the possibility of doing a jazz
oral history project in 1975. In 1976, they were awarded a Youth Grant from the National
Endowment for the Humanities to begin work on "Kansas City--The Oral History of a
Jazz Scene, 1924-1942." Oral interviews by Litwak and Pearson were conducted in
Kansas City, New York, and other locations in Missouri and the Southwest. The scope of
the interviews included musicians, dancers, civic leaders, politicians, band managers, and
nightclub owners important to the Kansas City jazz scene.

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE
The collection has been arranged into the following two series.


http://shsmo.org/about/kansascity/
http://shsmo.org/about/kansascity/
mailto:kansascity@shsmo.org
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Transcripts
Oral Histories

The Transcripts series contains thirty-five transcripts of oral history interviews.
These transcripts come from the oral histories, although not all oral histories have been
transcribed. Transcripts are arranged alphabetically.

The Oral Histories contains 139 audio cassette tapes. The tapes have been placed
in alphabetical order when possible. Some tapes have segments of more than one
interview. The interviews focus on the individual’s background, early music experience,
and time in Kansas City during the jazz era. The topics of the interviews range from drug
and alcohol use, racial discrimination, life as a traveling musician, speakeasies,
nightclubs and dance halls in Kansas City where jazz was played, jazz stars of the era,
and the people who were involved in the jazz scene.

Biographical information for many of the people interviewed can be located in
Who's Who of Jazz, by John Chilton.

PREFERRED CITATION

Specific item; box number; folder number; Kansas City Jazz Oral History
Collection (K0012); The State Historical Society of Missouri Research Center-Kansas
City [after first mention may be abbreviated to SHSMO-KC].

FOLDER LIST

—h
B
N
w

Transcripts
1 Albert, Don, April 17, 1977
2 Anderson, Bernard “Buddy,” May 25, 1977
3 Barefield, Eddie, February 26, 1977
4 Basie, Count, February 27, 1977
5 Bess, Druie, May 6, 1977
6 Bolling, Richard, February 28, 1977
7 Bryant, Arthur, July 17, 1977
8 Clayton, Buck, February 15, 1977
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f. 9-10 Daniels, Ernest, April 6, 1977

f. 11 Davis, Herman, May 24, 1977

f. 12 Denton, Lawrence, May 27, 1977
f. 13-15 Durham, Eddie, February 22, 1977
f. 16-17 Goodwin, Charles, March 30, 1977
f. 18 Howell, Raymond, May 27, 1977
f. 19 Jackson, George, March 22, 1977
f. 20 Jones, Hugh, April 11, 1977

f. 21 Love, Clarence, April 13, 1977

f. 22 McShann, Jay, February 23, 1977
f. 23-25 Minor, Orville “Piggy,” May 17, 1977
f. 26 Orrie, Elmer, April 12, 1977

f. 27-28 Price, Sammy, February 16-19, 1977
f. 29 Ramey, Gene, January 9, 1977

f. 30 Saunders, Bill, April 5, 1977
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1-4
5-8
9-11
12

13

14
15-16
17

18

19

20
21-23
24

25
26-31
32
33-37
38-39
40-41
42-46
47-48
49-50
51-52
53-55
56-57
58
59-60
61-63
64-67
68-70
71-72
73-74
75-79
80-86

Searcy, Roy, March 21, 1977
Smith, Buster, April 14, 1977
Stone, Jess, June 15, 1977

Tate, Buddy, February 17, 1977
Taylor, Myra, July 19, 1977
Walder, Herman, April 7, 1977
Walder, Woody, April 29, 1977
Washington, Booker T., April 8, 1977
Westbrook, Jerry, May 5, 1977
Williams, Claude, May 5, 1977
Williams, Ernest, May 18, 1977

Oral Histories

Albert, Don, April 17, 1977

Anderson, Bernard “Buddy,” May 25, 1977
Barefield, Eddie, February 26, 1977
Barefield, Eddie and Jackson, George, 1977
Basie, Count, February 27, 1977

Basie, Count and Searcy, Roy, 1977

Bess, Druie, May 6, 1977

Bolling, Richard, February 28, 1977
Clayton, Buck, Feb. 15, 1977

Clayton, Buck and Price, Sammy, 1977
Cooper, John and Sandusky, John, 1977
Daniels, Ernest, April 6, 1977

Davis, Herman, May 24, 1977

Davis, Herman and Anderson, Bernard “Buddy,” 1977

Denton, Lawrence, May 27, 1977

Denton, Lawrence and Lankford, Perris “Dude,” 1977

Durham, Eddie, February 22, 1977
Foster, Curtyse, December 17, 1978
Gnefkow, Judge Bernard, May 9, 1977
Goodwin, Charles, March 30, 1977
Grievous, Sam, February 25, 1980
Hammond, John, February 10, 1977
Holder, Torrence, April 25, 1977
Howell, Raymond, May 27, 1977
Jackson, George, May 27, 1977

Jewell, Jimmy, February 25, 1980
Jewell, Jimmy and Harold, Walter, 1977
Jones, Hugh, April 11, 1977

Lankford, Perris “Dude,” May 27, 1977
Love, Clarence, April 13, 1977
McKissick, Henry, April 23, 1977
McLaurian, Irene, April 17, 1977
McShann, Jay, February 23, 1977
Minor, Orville “Piggy,” May 17, 1977
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a.c. 87 Mintern, Edna and Ida, January 24, 1980

a.c. 88-90 Orrie, Elmer, April 12, 1977

a.c. 91 Poe, Edgar Allen and Marguerite, January 1, 1980

a.c. 92-95 Price, Sammy, February 16, 1977

a.c. 96 Price, Sammy and Tate, Buddy, 1977

a.c. 97-99 Ramey, Gene, January 9, 1977

a.c. 100 Sandusky, John, December 21, 1978

a.c. 101-104 Saunders, Bill, April 5, 1977

a.c. 105-106 Searcy, Roy, March 21, 1977

a.c. 107-109 Smith, Buster, April 14, 1977

a.c. 110-113 Stone, Jess, June 15, 1977

a.c. 114 Tate, Buddy, February 17, 1977

a.c. 115-118 Taylor, Myra, July 19, 1977

a.c. 119 Tomino, John, April 2, 1977

a.c. 120 Tomino, John and Kemper, William T., 1977

a.c. 121-124 Walder, Herman, 1977

a.c. 125 Walder, Woody, April 29, 1977

a.c. 126 Walder, Woody and Williams, Claude, 1977

a.c. 127-131 Washington, Booker T., April 8, 1977

a.c. 132-133 Westbrook, Jerry, May 5, 1977

a.c. 134-136 Williams, Claude, May 5, 1977

a.c. 137-139 Williams, Ernest, May 18, 1977
INDEX TERMS

Index Term Folder Other |

Albert, Don, 1908-1980 1 a.c. 1-4
Ramey, Gene 29 | a.c.97-99
African American jazz musicians--Interviews | 143 | ac. 1-139
African American jazz musicians--Missouri--Kansas City | 1-43 | a.c. 1-139
Anderson, Bernard, 1912-1999 | 2 | ac.5-8,25
Barefield, Eddie, 1909-1991 | 3 | ac.9-12
Basie, Count, 1904-1984 | 4 | ac.13-14
Bess, Druie | 5 | ac.15-16
Clayton, Buck, 1911-1991 | 8 | ac.18-19
Durham, Eddie, 1906-1987 | 13-15 | ac.33-37
Hammond, John, 1910-1987 | | a.c.49-50
Jackson, George, 1920-1990 | 19 a.c. 12, 56-57
McShann, Jay 22 | ac. 75-79
Minor, Orville "Piggy" | 2325 | ac.80-86
Oral histories | 143 | ac. 1-139
Price, Sammy | 27-28 | ac.92-96
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Index Term Folder Other |
Searcy, Roy 31 a.c. 14, 105-
106
Smith, Buster, 1904-1991 32 a.c. 107-109
Stone, Jesse 33 a.c. 110-113
Tate, Buddy 34 a.c. 96-114
Taylor, Myra 35 a.c. 115-118
Walder, Woody 38 a.c. 125-126
Washington, Booker T., 1909-1992 39-40 a.c. 127-131
Williams, Claude, 1908-2004 42 126, 134-136
Women jazz musicians 35 a.c. 73-74,
115-118
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