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This collection is available at The State Historical Society of Missouri-Research Center,
Kansas City. If you would like more information, please contact us at
kansascity@shsmao.org.

INTRODUCTION

The collection contains papers related to Robert M. Snyder, Jr. and his interests.
Snyder’s personal papers include photographs, correspondence, newspaper clippings,
articles written by Snyder, and scrapbooks related to Snyder’s work with Kansas Natural
Gas Company and his preservation work in the Ozarks. The other materials in the
collection consists of items Snyder collected over the course of his life. The materials
generally relate to important people of history, early American history, and pioneer
families.

DONOR INFORMATION
The collection was transferred to the University of Missouri by the University of
Missouri-Kansas City General Library on August 14, 1980 (Accession No. K0032).

COPYRIGHT AND RESTRICTIONS

The Donor has given and assigned to the University all rights of copyright which
the Donor has in the Materials and in such of the Donor’s works as may be found among
any collections of Materials received by the University from others.

RELATED COLLECTIONS
C.W. Hoffman Papers, 1887-1896 (K0122)
George Washington McCrary (1835-1890) Collection, 1877-1878 (K0123)
William L. Thomas (1846-1918) Collection, 1898-1901 (K0124)
Lawrence Dudley Bailey (1819-1891) Collection, 1855-1881 (K0125)
John Irwin Billman (1870-1934) Collection, 1916-1932 (K0126)
Richard H. Lindsay (1865-1908) Scrapbook, 1894-1896 (K0127)
Liberty Ladies College Records, 1905-1910 (K0128)
Ovid H. Corbin (1820-1892) Papers, 1848-1863 (K0129)
Philip Shelley Brown (1833-1921) Papers, 1903-1905 (K0130)
George Woodward Warder (1848-1907) Papers, ca. 1877-ca. 1900 (K0131)
Scrapbook, 1865-1882, 1865-1882 (K0132)
Combination Bridge Company Photographs, 1890-1896 (K0200)
Fields Trammel Bledsoe (1818-1880) Letter, 1851 (K0229)
Gideon Johnson Pillow (1806-1878) Letters, 1861 (K0231)
Wilhelm Kroll (1829-1887) Collection (K1253)
Kansas City Star, March 29, 1896
Kansas City World, March 29, 1896
Kansas City Journal, November 25, 1906
Missouri & Kansas Farmer, August 1, 1912
St. Louis Republic, September 27, 1914
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Laclede County Republican, December 31, 1920
Kansas City Star, November 4, 1923

Kansas City Post, March 26, 1925

Kansas City Journal, March 27, 1927

Kansas City Star, November 27, 1927

Kansas City Star, July 7, 1931

Kansas City Star, October 11, 1934

Note: The newspapers can be found on microfilm at The State Historical Society of
Missouri

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

Robert M. Snyder, Jr. was born in Louisville, Kentucky, in 1876 and moved to
Kansas City, in 1881. In 1904, Snyder organized the Kansas Natural Gas Company by
building a pipeline from the Southwest gas fields. In 1906, Snyder married Mary Bowen
and they had three sons.

Snyder was interested in collecting rare books and papers that related to early
American history and westward expansion. He also devoted a great deal of his time to
preserving the Ha Ha Tonka region of the Ozarks. His family built Ha Ha Tonka Castle, a
site he lobbied for and successfully turned into a State Park.

Snyder died in 1937, and his collection of papers was purchased by William
Volker the same year. VVolker then donated the collection to the University of Kansas
City (now University of Missouri-Kansas City).

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE
The papers have been arranged into the following three series and eighteen
subseries. All of the folders within the subseries have been arranged alphabetically.

Snyder Personal Papers
Biographical
Business Papers
Correspondence
Ha Ha Tonka State Park
Kansas Natural Gas Company
Newspaper Clippings
Omar Khayyam Club
Writings
Scrapbooks

Collected Papers
Kansas and Missouri Correspondence
Kansas and Missouri Papers
United States Correspondence
United States Papers
European Correspondence
European Papers
Miscellaneous Correspondence
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Miscellaneous Papers
Oversize
Scrapbooks

The Snyder Personal Papers series contains material related to Snyder’s
personal life, business dealings while in charge of Kansas Natural Gas Company, and the
articles he wrote for various Kansas City newspapers throughout his life. There are also
various papers pertaining to his travel and work in the Ozarks region, specifically Ha Ha
Tonka. In addition, there are several newspaper clippings that relate to Snyder and some
photographs of him and his family.

The Collected Materials series contains the historical papers that Snyder
collected over the course of his life. The materials consist of correspondence, newspaper
clippings, and legal documents relating to historically relevant people or events. There
are correspondence and papers related to Kansas City and Missouri, the United States,
and Europe. It should be noted that within some of these folders there is ephemera related
to the individual or subject.

The Oversize series contains large format items that Snyder collected. They
consist of legal documents, both foreign and domestic, newspapers, pieces of artwork,
shipping manifests, theater programs, and a map of the Ha Ha Tonka area. In addition,
the Scrapbooks subseries contains four volumes that relate to Snyder and his wife’s
marriage and travels to Europe. There is also one scrapbook that contains some of the
newspaper articles that Snyder wrote over the years.

PREFERRED CITATION:

Specific item; box number; folder number; Robert M. Snyder, Jr. (1876-1937)
Collection (K0025); The State Historical Society of Missouri Research Center-Kansas
City [after first mention may be abbreviated to SHSMO-KC].

FOLDER LIST

f. 1-32 Snyder Personal Papers
f.1 Biographical, 1928-1970
f.2 Business Materials, 1903-1935
f. 3-5 Correspondence, 1898-1936
f. 6-12 Ha Ha Tonka State Park, 1911-1975
f. 13-15 Kansas Natural Gas Company, 1901-1916
f. 16-19 Newspaper Clippings, 1897-1976
f. 20-22 Omar Khayyam Club, 1893-1959
f. 23-32 Writings, 1899-1935

f. 33-218 Collected Materials

f. 33-52 Kansas and Missouri Correspondence, 1806-1963
f. 53-79 Kansas and Missouri Ephemera, 1842-1980
f. 80-119 United States Correspondence, 1770-1945
f. 120-147 United States Ephemera, 1735-1967
f. 148-172 European Correspondence, 1702-1902

f. 173-192 European Ephemera, 1701-1968
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f. 193-215 Miscellaneous Correspondence, 1701-1981

f. 216-218 Miscellaneous Ephemera, 1751-1920
f. 219-225 Oversize, 1814-1927

f. 219 Artwork, 1899

f. 220 Foreign Documents, 1814-1908

f. 221 Ha Ha Tonka Map, n.d.

f. 222 Newspapers, 1896-1927

f.223 Shipping Manifests, 1810-1869

f. 224 Theater Programs, 1867-1900

f. 225 United States Government Documents, 1803-1900

f. 226-229 Scrapbooks, 1899-1926
INDEX TERMS

Index Term Folder  |Image]

A History of Kansas City: Part I, 11, 111 75-77
American LaFrance Fire Engine Company 53
Anarchism--France 163
Art and religion 219
Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad 71
Avis, Henry 68
Baker, Maurice Kingman Jr. 121 Yes
Baker, Mrs. Thomas King 120
Baker, Thomas King 120
Balkan Peninsula 26
Baskerville, Judith 33
Basket, Polly 54
Bass, Juliette McCoy. Autobiography 55
Beard, Thomas 225
Beck, Lewis Caleb 80
Bell , Andrew 81
Blume, Peter 82
Boggs, Lilburn W. (1792-1860) 34
Boone, Daniel (1734-1820) 35
Boyle, Kay (1902-1992) 83
Bragg, Braxton (1817-1876) 84
British Museum 154
Brown, B. Gratz (Benjamin Gratz), 1826-1885 36
Browne, Montfort 174
Browne, W. G. 122
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Index Term Folder  |Image]
Bruton Parish Church (Williamsburg, Va.) 123
Buchanan, Robert | 175 |
Bushkirtseff, Marie | 149 |
Bushnell, John A. | 37 |
Cadagon, Charles | 151 |
Cade, Drury B. | 85 |
Cadell, W. Wathman | 150 |
California gold discoveries | 134 |
Camp, Walter Chauncey | 124 |
Case, Theodore Spencer (1832-1900) | 38 |
Chouteau, Francgois, 1797-1838 39
Christmas of a Queen 190
Cole, Cyrenus 86
Coleridge, Samuel Taylor (1772-1834) 177
Collection Signatures 145, 193-215
Committee of Council 178
Cook, Tennessee Claflin, Lady, 1845-1923 125
Cooper, James Fenimore (1789-1851) 126
Crawford, T. L. 40
Dalling and Bulwer, Henry Lytton Bulwer, Baron (1801-1872) 176
Dashkov, Andre Y. 221
D'Este, Augustus Frederick (1794-1848) 152
Didier, Eugene L. 87
Dixon, Thomas 225
Dresdner Instrumental-Concert 224
Eaton, William 88
Einstein, Albert (1879-1955) 89
Elcho, Francis 153
Elgin, Thomas Bruce, Earl of (1766-1841) 148
Emergency Committee of Atomic Scientists 89
Emory, William H. 90
Estill, J. R. 41
Fallon, John O. 96
Faubian, M. A. 127
Faure, Felix 179
Fessenden, William P. 91

Gallatin, Albert

128
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Index Term Folder  |Image]
Garnett, N. 154
Garrone (Container ship) 223 |
George 11, King of Great Britain, 1738-1820 180 |
George Kilborn (Schooner) 223 |
German newspapers 224 |
Gilden, Richard W. 129 |
Gilpin, William (1813-1894) . 56 |
Godoy, Manuel o181 |
Godwin, George 155 |
Grace Church, Kansas City, Missouri 219 |
Grand Opera House 224
Grant, Arch. 156
Great Britain--Royal Navy 173
Ha Ha Tonka State Park, Missouri 6-12, 16-19,
221
Hale, Lillian @2 |
Hall, John 157 |
Halleck, Fitz-Greene (1790-1867) 93 |
Hardy, T. Duff | 158 |
Hare, Augustus 159 |
\Harrie, Thomas Langrel \ 5 \
Hart, Albert Bushnell (1854-1923) o4 |
Hawthorne, Julian | 130 |
Historical Sketch of Great Britain: Part 11 and 1| | 185-186 |
HMS Polly (Post ship) 182 |
Hord, James B. 95 |
Husdon Vigilante Society, Missouri 57 |
Invocation of Dreams 17|
Jarvelli, Etlore | 4 |
Jenks, William C. . 58 |
John Doe, Disciple 133 |
Johnson, Andrew (1808-1875), Impeachment 147
Johnson, Pamela Hansford | 183 |
Kansas City Journal | 16-19,221 |
Kansas City Open Forum 220 |
Kansas City Star | 16-19 |
Kansas Natural Gas Company, Kansas City, Missouri | 13-19 |
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Index Term Folder  |Image]
Kansas State Agricultural Society 59
Kern, Richard | 60 |
\Keyte, James | 96 \
Knaus, Ludwig | 160 |
Knights of Columbus | 131 |
La Favre, Nichols | 97 |
La precocita nel delitto | 184 |
LaFrance Foamite | 53 |
Land grant | 225 |
Lander, Frederick W. | 98 |
Landon, Laetitia Elizabeth 161
Lawerence, Thomas 162
Lawrence High School, Lawrence, Kansas 61
Lawson, Theolosia Thornton 42
Leonard, Zenas 134
Letchworth, William Pryor 132
Libby, Willard Frank (1908-1980) 23
Lindsley, Eleazer 99
Lockard, Ray W. 62
Lombarz, C. 184
Lossing, Benson John 108
Loyalty oaths 131
Lyon, (Nathaniel) (1818-1861) 63
Lyons 100
Majors, Alexander 68, 222
Mann, William B. 64
Marshall, Peter (1902-1949) 133
Martin, John K. 101
Maunsell, Elizabeth 102
Mayer, Brantz 103
Mayne, J. D. 185-186
McClellen, M. T. 134
McConine, John 104
McGee, Milton 44
Meinrath, Joseph 43
Metzner family 220

Metzner, Charles Theodore

220, 225
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Index Term Folder  |Image]
Mexican War, 1846-1848 135
Michel, Louis (1830-1905) | 163 |
Military ball | 65 |
Moore, John Thomas | 66 |
Morris, George P. | 105 |
Morris, Newman | 225 |
Morse, C. F. | 45 |
Miiller, F. Max (Friedrich Max) (1823-1900) . 164 |
Murray, Eustace Clare Grenville | 187 |
Natchez (Miss. :District) | 136 |
New York Harbor (N.Y. and N.J.) 223
Norbury, John Toler, Earl of (1745-1831) 168
North, William 46
Omar Khayyam Club 20-22
On Descending Into Hell 175
Parsons, A. R. 106
Patterson, Richard 107
Phelps, E. J. 108
Pike, E. C. 47
Pike, James S. 109
Pioneers--West (U.S.)--Diaries 144
Plumer, Thomas 188
Poetry 62,72, 122,
127,143, 161,
167
Polk, James Knox (1795-1849) 138
Pollock, Frederick (1845-1937) 165
Pony express 68, 222
Pope, Horace G. 69
Pope, Mrs. Horace G. 69
Porter, Moses 110
Presidential Campaigns 138
Quatrell the Queer 66
Redpath, James 111
Reynolds, Thos. C. 48
Robinson, John A. 139

Rollins, C. B.

49
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Index Term Folder  |Image]

Russian Embassador to the United States 220

Sermons 133 |

Sevey, Samuel 219 |

Seymour, Reuben 220 |

Shelley, Mary Wollstonecraft (1797-1851) | 166 |

Smith, Albert | 189 |

Snyder, Robert McClure, Jr. (1876-1937) 1-32, 226-229| Yes

Society of the Army of the Tennessee 141

Southey, Robert (1744-1843) . 167 | Yes

Stephens, A. H. o112 |

Still Lives 72

Stoddard, Amos 70, 223

Stokes, William 142

Strong, Caleb 219

Sullivan, Nancy 143

Surveying--New York (City) 137

Sutter, John 25

Sylva, Carmen (1843-1916) 190

Tanner, Henry S. 113

Tharp, Verusha Lindsley 99

Thatcher, Henry 114

The American National Game 124

The History of the World as Pictures and Other Poems 143

The Man Who Sells 62

The man with the jug 219

The old Santa Fe trail from the Missouri River 78

Thomas, Thomas W. 115

Thorburn, Grant 191

Tingle, William 144

Touster, Saul 72

Town of Kansas 73

Treaty of Washington (1871 May 8) 145

Trimmer, Sarah 169

Tucker, Nathaniel Beverly (1784-1851) 116

United States Postal Service 28

United States. Army. Missouri Infantry Regiment, 15th (1861- 67

1865). Company E
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Index Term Folder  |Image]
United States--History--War of 1812 146, 225
'Vicirescu, Elena (1864-1947) 170 |
Vaiani, Arlene . 50 |
Van Horn, Robert T. (1824-1916) . 51 |
Venazi, Carlo Guido 219 |
Vernon, James (1649-1727) v
Vivian, H. J. 74 |
Waddy, Thompson 116 |
Walker, William 30 |
Walpole, Robert 192 |
Ware, Eugene Fitch 52
Washington, George (1732-1799) 24
Watts, Servis 225
Wedmore, Frederick 172
Westport 60
Wikoff, Henry 117
Wilde, Oscar 27
Wilson, James Grant 118
Witch hunting--Massachusetts--Salem--History--17th century 140
Wohl, R. Richard 75-77
Woods, Dean Earl 78
Wright, D. Theodore 147
Wyandot Indians 79
Zeitung 220
Zucker, Morris 119
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