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THE STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF MISSOURI 

RESEARCH CENTER-KANSAS CITY 

K0036 

Girard Thompson Bryant (1905-1993) Papers 
1954-1980 

2 folders 

Two scrapbooks which include a series of book reviews and letters to the editor 

which Bryant, and African-American educator and civic leader, wrote and published 

in Kansas City newspapers.  Also included are materials related to Dr. Bryant’s 

year in Thailand and his travels in Europe. 

BIOGRAPHY: 

Girard Thompson Bryant was born in St. Louis, Missouri, on May 7, 1905.  

After attending Sumner High School in St. Louis and at the University of 

Chicago, Bryant commenced his work in education at the Western Baptist 

College.  He later took an M.A. at the University of Kansas and an Ed. D. at 

Washington University.  Dr. Bryant served the Kansas City community as a 

teacher and administrator, capping his career by serving as President of the Penn 

Valley Community College from 1970 to 1971. 

Dr. Bryant was awarded a Fulbright Fellowship in 1954 under which he taught 

in the College of Education at Prasarnmitr, Bangkok, Thailand. 

Dr. Bryant served on numerous board and government committees.  He was a 

member of the People to People Board, the Board of Police Commissioners, the 

Jackson County Charter Commission, as well as the boards of the Metropolitan 

Community College and the Urban League. 

PROVENANCE: 

These papers were loaned by Dr. Girard T. Bryant for photocopying.  They 

were accessioned as KA0056 on October 30, 1980. 
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COPYRIGHT AND RESTRICTIONS: 

The donor, Dr. Girard T. Bryant, has given and assigned to the University all 

rights of copyright which he has in the Materials and in such of his works as may 

be found among any collections of Materials received by the University from 

others. 

PREFERRED CITATION: 

Specific item; folder number; Girard Thompson Bryant (1905-1993) Papers 

(K0036); The State Historical Society of Missouri Research Center-Kansas City 

[after first mention may be abbreviated to SHSMO-KC]. 

CONTACT: 

The State Historical Society of Missouri Research Center-Kansas City 

302 Newcomb Hall, University of Missouri-Kansas City 

5123 Holmes Street, Kansas City, MO 64110-2499 

(816) 235-1543 SHSofMO-KC@umsystem.edu 

http://shs.umsystem.edu/index.shtml  

DESCRIPTION: 

These papers consist of two scrapbooks which include a series of book 

reviews and letters to the editor which Bryant wrote and published in Kansas City 

news papers, primarily the Kansas City Star and the Kansas City Call.  Also 

included are materials related to Dr. Bryant’s year in Thailand and to his travels in 

Europe at that time.  Newspaper clippings and correspondence reflecting Bryant’s 

years of community service in Kansas City are included to a limited degree.  

INVENTORY: 

Folder 1. Book reviews and letters to the editor, ca. 1965-1980 

Contains reviews and letters to the editor written by Bryant.  

Also an undated resume. 

Folder 2. Personal, 1954-1980 

Includes invitations, newspaper clippings, correspondence, 

programs of banquets and special events, certificates of honor, 

and the like related to Bryant’s career in Kansas City.  Much 

of the material relates to Bryant’s Fulbright year in Bangkok, 

Thailand and his subsequent travels in Europe. 
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