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Related Materials: Additional materials related to the Addie Aldridge Gordon Papers can be
found in the following collections:

Gordon-Cox Family Papers (K0156)
Processed by: Processed by Hallie Allan, May 2023
Historical Note:

The Aldridge family of Cass County first immigrated to South Carolina from England, and as the
years passed, made additional moves to Tennessee, then Alabama, and finally to Missouri in
1855. The family was relatively well-off, having owned slaves upon arrival in Missouri.

Addie Aldridge Gordon was born on September 1, 1887, in Cass County, the sixth of twelve
children of Absalom Bobo Gaunt (Dick) and Mary Greene Hinshaw Aldridge. She was raised on
a farm, likely located somewhere around Strasburg. She received an education in Cass County
schools, then taught in those schools before marrying Charles C. Gordon. Sometime after this,
they moved to Berkeley, California.

Sometime in the 1930s or 1940s, Addie was asked by her daughter, Lenna Gordon Lichty, to
write down her memories of childhood. Lenna organized and typed Addie’s small scraps of
paper into more than one draft, which were assembled into chapters in the late 1940s. Lenna
also made handwritten editorial notes; however, the written material retains Addie’s intent and
style.

Decades after this project, Addie died in Berkeley, California, on September 23, 1973.
Arrangement:

The collection has been arranged into the following 4 series:

Memoir Manuscript

Essays

Notes and Additions

Aldridge Family Papers

Scope and Content Note:

Memoir Manuscript

This series contains a portion of a memoir manuscript written by Addie Aldridge Gordon in
about 1942. It was assembled and typed by her daughter, Lenna Gordon Lichty, sometime in the
late 1940s. Handwritten editorial notes were also made by Lichty. This manuscript is possibly
made up of at least two drafts. There are missing portions of the manuscript. Also included are
two introductory notes, at least one of which was written by Gordon. The series has been

arranged by chapter.

Essays

Go to top
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This series is comprised of essays on a wide variety of topics concerning Gordon’s childhood.
At least some of these appear to be earlier drafts of material included in the memoir manuscript.
The series is arranged alphabetically by subject and type of material. No dates were recorded for
these recollections.

Notes and Additions

This series consists of various snippets of recollections, labelled “Additions” and “Odds and
Ends,” which acted as preliminary material as well as traditional songs and sayings. The series is
arranged by subject, from general to specific. No dates were recorded for these materials.
Aldridge Family Papers

This series is made up of genealogical notes, and correspondence of various Aldridge family
members, both handwritten letters and typed transcriptions. These items help clarify familial

relationships mentioned in the other series. The series is arranged by type of material, then date.

Container List:

Box 001 f.1-2 Memoir Manuscript
f.1 Notes, introduction, and Chapters 1, 5, 7-9, 15, and 22, 1942,
no date
f.2 Chapters 23-26, 28, and 60, 1942
f. 3-13 Essays
f.3 Culture, no date
f.4 Events, General, no date
f.5 Events, Seasons, no date
f.6 Events, Holidays, no date
f.7 Events, Individuals, no date
f.8 Fragments, no date
f.9 Home, no date
f. 10 Obijects of Significance, no date
f. 11 People, Family and Friends, no date
f. 12 People, Groups, no date
f. 13 Untitled, no date
f. 14-16 Notes and Additions
f. 14-15 Various topics, no date
f. 16 Songs and sayings, no date
f. 17-19 Aldridge Family Papers
f. 17 Genealogy, no date
f. 18 Correspondence, 1893, 1901, 1926-1961, no date
f. 19 School records, 1900, 1907
Index:
Index Term Folder
Aldridge, Absalom Bobo Gaunt (Dick) 1-18
Aldridge, Alvin 2-6, 9, 11, 13-15, 17, 19
Aldridge, Arthur (Art) Lee 1-15,17-18
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Index Term

Folder

Aldridge, Belle

1-3,5, 7-11, 13-15

Aldridge, Bessie

2-11, 13-15,17-19

Aldridge, Clyde Marvin

1-6, 9, 11-15, 17,19

Aldridge, Dora

1-3,7-9, 11, 13-15

Aldridge, Jess

1-11, 13-15, 18

Aldridge, Jesse George Washington

1, 4,14-15,17-18

Aldridge, John

1-3,5-7,9-11, 13-15, 17-18

Aldridge, Linnie (Lenna) Maude 1-15,17,19
Aldridge, Elizabeth (Lizzie) 1-4,6-11, 13-15, 17
Aldridge, Mary Greene Hinshaw 1-18

Aldridge, Minnie Beatrice 1-18

Aldridge, Ora Belle 1-15,17-18
Aldridge, Pearl May 1-15,17-18
Aldridge, Ruth Clora 1-7,9-15, 17-18
Aldridge, Sallie 1-7,9, 11, 14-15
Aldridge, Sarah (Sally/Sallie) Belle Alexander 4,14-15,17-18
Aldridge, (Aunt) Sirilda Crocker 1-11, 13-15, 17
Aldridge, (Zachary) Taylor 2-4,6-18
Aldridge, (William Jennings) Bryan 1-4,6,9, 11-12, 14-17
Alexander, George 1-4, 8-9, 14-15
Alexander, Mary 1-4,8-9, 11, 15
Autobiography (memoirs) 1-16

Baptists 1-4,6-7, 15, 17
Cass County (Mo.) 1-18

Christmas 1,6,9,13-15, 18
Churns 1,13-15

Clay County (Mo.) 14,18

Drexel (Mo.) 2,11

Easter 1,509, 18

El Dorado Springs (Mo.) 12

Elections--Missouri

1, 3-4,6-7, 14, 18

Elections--United States

1, 3-4,6-7, 14, 18

Farms 1-15, 17
Folklore 2,5,7,10, 14-16
Fourth of July 6, 14-15
Genealogy 17

Gordon, Addie Edna Aldridge 1-18

Gordon, Charles (Charley) C. 15,18

Gunn City (Mo.) 1,13-15
Harrisonville (Mo.) 4, 14
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Hazel Hill (Mo.) 2,15

Holden (Mo.) 1,5, 14-15

Independence (Mo.) 12,14

Jackson County (Mo.) 1-4,9,11-15, 17-18

Johnson County (Mo.) 1-4,7,11-15,17-18

Kansas City (Mo.) 1-4,9,11, 13-15,17-18

Kingsville (Mo.) 1-4,11, 13-15

Lafayette County (Mo.) 7,14

Land settlement--Missouri 1,11, 13-15, 17-18

La Tour (Mo.) 14

Lee’s Summit (Mo.) 4,14

Lexington (Mo.) 14

Little Blue (Mo.) 14

Lone Jack (Mo.) 1-2, 4, 6-7,10-11, 13-15, 17-18

Lichty, Lenna Ruth Gordon 1-18

Maps 3,17

May Day--United States 6, 13

Methodist Church--Missouri 1-4,7,11, 14-15, 17

New Year 6, 14

Oklahoma—History--Land Rush, 1889 1,4,15

Picnics

1-2,4,7,10-11, 14-15, 18

Pleasant Hill (Mo.)

1-4,6-7, 11, 13-14, 17-18

Politics--United States

1-4,6-7,9, 13-15, 18

Polk (Mo.) 1, 4,14,17

Rural conditions 1-15

Rural schools--Missouri 1-3, 6, 8-11, 13-15
Rural women--United States 1-15

Saint Clair County (Mo.) 1-10, 12-15, 17
Saint Joseph (Mo.) 1,14

Saint Louis (Mo.) 2-4,8, 11, 14-15, 18
Saint Patrick’s Day 6, 15

Saline County (Mo.) 11, 13,18

Sedalia (Mo.) 18

Slater (Mo.) 13,18

Slaughtering and slaughter-houses 6,9, 14-15
Slavery--Missouri 1,11, 13-15,17-18
Smithville (Mo.) 14,18

Social norms 1-3,5-11, 13-15
Strasburg (Mo.) 2-4,7,13-14,17-18
Travel 1-4,7,11-15, 17-18
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Index Term Folder l
Warrensburg (Mo.) 1-3,5,9,11-15,17-18
Weddings 2-3,7-8, 10-11, 13-15
Women farmers 1-15
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