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Historical Note:

Hazel Call Page was born in 1897 in Sullivan County, Missouri. In 1922, she graduated from the
Northeast Missouri State Teachers College in Kirksville, Missouri, with a bachelor’s degree in
education, then performed graduate studies at the University of Wisconsin and the University of
Denver, earning a master’s degree in library science from the latter in 1928.

Her teaching career was spent in rural schools in Missouri, as well as high schools in Missouri,
Illinois, and Nevada, teaching English and journalism. She also worked in public libraries and
school libraries in Missouri and Colorado before becoming State Library Supervisor of the
WPA’s Statewide Library Project in Missouri. Following this, she worked in various positions
for the American Red Cross from the mid-1940s to 1963. She finally became a librarian for
Peculiar High School in Peculiar, Missouri, working in that position until her retirement in 1968.
After retirement, she continued to serve as a tutor and substitute teacher.

At the time of the publication of her book in 1981, Early Library Development in Missouri —
1938-1943, she was living in Kansas City, Missouri. Soon after, she moved to Santa Rosa,
California. She died in Visalia, California, on November 1, 1991.

Arrangement:

The collection has been arranged by material type, then by date.
Scope and Content Note:

The material in this collection is a mix of originals and copies.

Collection correspondence consists mainly of letters about efforts undertaken for the Statewide
Library Project in Missouri, as well as a few letters to Page regarding her manuscript about the
project.

The reports folder contains details of efforts to implement library systems in various parts of
Missouri, including bookmobile service, and progression of these efforts; more detailed reports
of demonstration projects in Lafayette, Platte, and Shannon Counties; and details regarding
implementation and progress of a library national defense project in Laclede, Phelps, and Pulaski
Counties, in the vicinity of Fort Wood.

The county library system guidelines folder consists of how to set up and administer a library
system, library administration, and library board, selection and management of collections, tax
information, best practices for bookmobile service, and advantages of a county library system.

The library worker training materials encompasses in-service training materials regarding the

history of libraries, library ethics and worker qualifications and conduct, library arrangement,

cataloging, circulation, collection development and management, reader’s advisory, reference,
and outreach. Also included are information on the establishment of the training program and
guidelines for training administrators.

The events folder consists of materials about meetings, conferences, and other events

spotlighting the efforts of Page and others on the Statewide Library Service, including the
demonstration of library and bookmobile service in Lafayette County in 1940.
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The manuscript folder contains much of the manuscript Page wrote about the Statewide Library
Project. Much of the material was photocopied duplicates of select materials located in previous
folders and was thus removed. The complete version of the book is located in folder 10.

Newspaper clippings consist of photocopies of articles detailing library project efforts published
in the Missouri Ledger, Odessa Democrat, Higginsville Advance, Higginsville Jeffersonian,
Lexington Advertiser-News, and Kansas City Star, from May 1939 to May 1940. These
clippings were used by Page during research for her book.

Container List:

Box 001 f.1 Correspondence, 1938-1981, bulk 1940-1942
f.2 Project reports, 1939-1943
f.3 Lafayette County reports, 1939, no date
f.4 Platte County reports, 1940-1942
f.5 Fort Wood Regional Library reports, 1941-1942
f.6 County library system guidelines, 1940-1943, no date
f.7 Library worker training materials, 1942, no date
f.8 Events, 1938-1942
f.9 Manuscript, Early Library Development in Missouri — 1938-
1943, 1980
f. 10 Book, Early Library Development in Missouri — 1938-1943,
1981
f. 11 Newspaper clippings, 1939-1940
Index:
Index Term Folder
American Library Association 2-3,7,9-10
Armstrong, Virginia 1,3, 811
Basye, E.M. 1-2,9-10
Bookmobiles 1-4, 6, 8-11
Boonslick Regional Library Board (Sedalia, Mo.) 1
Brown, Josephine 2,10
Casteel, B.M. 1, 3,8-10
Cedar County (Mo.) 1
Chapman, Edward A. 1-2,9-10
Chariton County (Mo.) 1-2,4,10
Columbia (Mo.) 2,10
Concordia (Mo.) 8
Corder (Mo.) 1,3, 811
Crigler, Ross Lloyd 2,10
Davidson, Frances 2,4,8-10
DeKalb County (Mo.) 1-2,4,10
Doores, Maurine 2,6,10
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Index Term Folder
Excelsior Springs (Mo.) 8
Farmington (Mo.) 7,10
Fort Crowder (Mo.) 2,10
Fort Leonard Wood (Mo.) 1-2,5,9-10
Glass, Nellie L. 2,10
Goodfellow, Florence H. 2,8,10
Gray, M.R. 2,8
Green, Georgia 2,10
Hackley, Jo Ella 1,3,8-11
Hannah, Mildred 1,3, 8-11
Hickory County (Mo.) 1-2,4,10
Higginsville (Mo.) 2-3, 8-11
Huston, Jeanette 2,4,8,10
Hynes, Anita K. 8-10
Independence (Mo.) 2,10
Jefferson Barracks (Saint Louis, Mo.) 2,10
Jefferson City (Mo.) 2,6,10-11
Johnson County (Mo.) 1-2,4,7-8, 10
Kansas City (Mo.) 1-2,7,9-10
Kerr, Florence S. 1,10
Knob Noster (Mo.) 1
Knox County (Mo.) 1,4
Laclede County (Mo.) 2,5,9-10
Lafayette County (Mo.) 1-4,6,8-11
Lexington (Mo.) 3,8-11
Luplau, Katharine E. 1,7
Maloney, Sarah 3-4,8-11
McGuire, Uncas M. 1
Missouri Library Association 1-2,8, 10
Missouri Library Commission 1-4, 6-11
Moberly (Mo.) 7,10
Odessa (Mo.) 1,3,8-11
O’Malley, Ruth 1-3, 8, 10
Orman, Oscar C. 1,8, 10
Page, Hazel Call 1-11
Phelps County (Mo.) 2,5,9-10
Piedmont (Mo.) 2
Platte City (Mo.) 1-2, 4,6, 9-10
Platte County (Mo.) 1-2, 4, 8-10
Pleasant Hill (Mo.) 2
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Index Term Folder
Public libraries--Missouri 1-11
Pulaski County (Mo.) 2,5,9-10
Rolla (Mo.) 1-2,5,9-10
Saint Louis (Mo.) 1-2,7-10
Schaberg, Minnie 2,10
Shannon County (Mo.) 1-2,4,6,9-10
Small, Lena B. 2,4,8
Springfield (Mo.) 7,10
United States. Work Projects Administration 1-11
Voorhis, E.D. 2-3,10
Walton, Virginia 2,10
Warrensburg (Mo.) 2,7-8,10
Washington University (Saint Louis, Mo.) 1-2, 8, 10
Weaver, Olive 2,4,8-10
Wright County (Mo.) 2,4,10
Wright, Mary Eleanor 2,8,10-11
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