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Rosemary L. Smithson Papers (K0307) 

Greater Kansas City Women’s Political Caucus Records (K1243) 

Missouri Equal Rights Amendment Coalition Records (S0437) 

 

Processed by: Processed by Sophia Southard, February 2023 

 

Note: The reel-to-reel tapes are unavailable for viewing until materials have been digitized. 

 

Historical Note:  
 

In 1969, the Missouri Equal Rights Amendment Coalition was founded as an umbrella group to 

coordinate the efforts of organizations supporting the amendment. The Coalition focused its 

efforts on lobbying in Jefferson City. The steering committee appointed statewide and regional 

coordinators to lobby and carry out the functions of the coalition as established by the executive 

and steering committees and to coordinate the lobbying plans of other organizations. The 

Coalition organized rallies in Jefferson City, wrote letters to legislators, helped in the formation 

of outstate coalitions, and sought endorsements from other organizations. 

In 1973, Governor Christopher “Kit” Bond, was a strong supporter of the amendment and helped 

launch a ratification campaign. Due to efforts of the Missouri Equal Rights Amendment 

Coalition and Governor Bond, the Missouri House of Representatives passed the amendment in 

1975. The amendment was defeated again in the Senate that year and suffered defeat each time it 

came up for a vote for the next nine years. 

The Coalition monitored individual legislators and began organizing in the districts of senators 

who voted against the amendment. The Coalition formed a political action committee, the 

Missouri Citizens for Constitutional Democracy in 1975. This committee provided financial 

support to pro-equal rights amendment candidates for the Missouri state legislature, especially 

those in five districts with anti-equal rights amendment senators. 

The Coalition began developing grass roots support across the state in 1977, and for the first time 

it initiated a membership fee to help raise money for its activities. Lobbying activities included 

house parties, letter writing and persuasion campaigns, local fundraisers, phone banks, and 

canvassing. The "Show Me Equality Caravan," modeled after a successful campaign in Indiana, 

toured every county in Missouri, held public meetings, and provided educational materials and 

assistance to out-of-state coalitions. The phone banks increased membership, kept existing 

members active and rallied support of individuals and organizations. Despite such efforts, the 

Senate voted against the amendment by a 22 to 12 margin in 1977. 

The 1980 election provided the last opportunity for electoral changes in the Missouri legislature 

before the 1982 deadline for the amendment’s ratification. The Coalition failed in its efforts to 

remove incumbents who voted against the amendment in the Missouri Senate. In 1980, sponsors 

of the Equal Rights Amendment struck the amendment from the senate calendar because there 

were not enough supporters in the legislation. 
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In 1982, the Senate Constitutional Amendments Committee failed to achieve the majority vote 

needed to pass a ratification resolution, thus prohibiting the amendment from ever getting to the 

senate floor for debate. The Coalition disbanded in June 1982 when the time limit for ratification 

was not extended. The amendment was never ratified in Missouri and fell three states shy of the 

necessary thirty-eight to become an amendment to the United States Constitution. 

Presidents of the Missouri Equal Rights Amendment Coalition included Barbara Harrison (1973-

1974); Rosemary Smithson (1975-1976); Doris Quinn (1977-1978); Mary Ann Sedey (1978-

1979); and Mary Lou Anderson (1979-1982). 

Arrangement:  

 

The collection has been arranged into the following 7 series:  

  

Administrative Records 

Affiliated Organizations 

Correspondence 

Financial Records 

Legislative Research 

Promotional Materials 

Public Events 

Public Relations 

 

Scope and Content Note: 

 

Administrative Records 

 

The Administrative Records series contains the administrative records of the Coalition. Included 

are bylaws, committee minutes, memorandums, mailing lists, meeting notes, and documents 

related to the Coalition’s fundraising efforts. Folders in the series have been arranged 

alphabetically. 

 

Affiliated Organizations 

 

The Affiliated Organizations series consists of materials relating to organizations associated with 

the Coalition. Also included in the series is information relating to E.R.A. Coalitions in other 

states. Folders in the series have been arranged alphabetically. 

 

Correspondence 

 

The Correspondence series contains incoming and outgoing correspondence of Charline 

Schmelzer, Lois Barnhouse, Mary Anne Sedey, Pam Rich, Vera Clay, Wilda Worley, and other 

members of the Coalition. Folders in the series have been arranged alphabetically. 

 

Financial Records  

 

The Financial Records series consists of materials relating to the Coalition’s finances. Included 

are budgets and treasurer’s reports. Folders in the series have been arranged alphabetically. 
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Legislative Research 

 

The Legislative Research series consists of materials relating to research conducted by the 

Coalition on the Missouri legislature and legislators. Included in the series are written profiles 

and reports of state representatives, vote counts, petitions, research on grassroots lobbying, and 

records related to canvassing activities. Folders in the series have been arranged alphabetically. 

 

Promotional Materials 

 

The Promotional Materials series contains publications and media documents relating to the 

Coalition’s efforts to pass the Equal Rights Amendment in Missouri. Included in the series are 

essays and papers about the Equal Rights Amendment, brochures, leaflets, pamphlets, as well as 

the Kansas City Coalition’s E.R.A. newsletters. Folders in the series have been arranged 

alphabetically. 

 

Public Events 

 

The Public Events series consists of materials relating to public events organized and attended by 

the Coalition. Folders in the series have been arranged alphabetically. 

 

Public Relations 

 

The Public Relations series consists of materials relating to the Coalition’s public relations. 

Included in the series are advertisements, press releases, information about the press and media 

in Missouri, and information about the Coalition’s relationship with Gary Ferguson of Gary 

Ferguson Inc. Public Relations. Folders in the series have been arranged alphabetically. 

 

Container List: 

 

f. 1-65 Administration Records 

Box 001 f. 1 A Mother and Father’s Day Greeting Project, 1981 

 f. 2 Administration Documents, 1973-1982 

 f. 3 Agenda and Regional Meeting Notes, 1978-1979 

 f. 4 Charline Schmelzer’s Kansas City Contacts, 1980 

 f. 5 Coalition Meeting Notes, 1978 

 f. 6 Common Cause Action Program for Ratification of the E.R.A., 

1973-1974 

 f. 7 Day’s Pay, 1981 

 f. 8 Educational Update, no date 

 f. 9 E.R.A. Coalition Breakfast Meeting, 1979-1980 

 f. 10 E.R.A. Project, 1981 

 f. 11 E.R.A. Questionnaire, no date 

 f. 12 E.R.A. Reports, 1975 

 f. 13 E.R.A. Volunteer Pledge Forms, no date 

 f. 14 ERAmerica National Petition Drive, 1980 

 f. 15 Fundraising Efforts, 1974-1978 

 f. 16 Greater Kansas City Committee Chair List, 1977 

 f. 17 Greater Kansas City Education Committee, 1978-1979 
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 f. 18 Greater Kansas City Members and Volunteers Contact Lists, no 

date 

 f. 19 Group Representatives List, 1975-1980 

 f. 20 House Occupancy Agreement, 1978-1981 

 f. 21 Lois Barnhouse Notes, 1979 

 f. 22 Mailing Lists, 1976-1978 

 f. 23 Meeting Agendas, 1975-1981 

 f. 24 Meeting Agendas for Mary Ann Sedey, 1978 

 f. 25 Meeting Reports, 1974-1980 

 f. 26 Meeting Suggestions August 16th, no date 

 f. 27 Membership Drive Fundraising, 1978 

 f. 28-30 Membership Dues, 1977-1979 

 f. 31 Membership Enrollment, no date 

Box 002 f. 32 Membership Information, 1977-1978 

 f. 33 Membership Lists, 1977-1979 

 f. 34 Membership Meeting September 20, 1980 

 f. 35 Memorandums, 1976-1982 

 f. 36 Men’s Campaign Fundraising, 1980 

 f. 37 Minutes, 1974-1982 

 f. 38 Miscellaneous, 1976-1977 

 f. 39 Miscellaneous Lists, 1977-1980 

 f. 40 Miscellaneous Notes, no date 

 f. 41 Needed Resources List, 1979 

 f. 42 Past Members’ List, 1977-1978 

 f. 43 Phone Bank Fundraising, no date 

 f. 44 Phone Bank Letter Campaign, 1979-1980 

 f. 45 Phone Bank Permission Slips, 1979-1980 

 f. 46 Phone Calls, Question or Special Request Forms, no date 

 f. 47 Phone Contact Lists, 1980 

 f. 48 Phone Messages and Requests, 1978 

 f. 49 Pledge Phone Bank Kit, no date 

 f. 50 Proposals, 1978-1981 

 f. 51 Public Information Committee Report, no date 

 f. 52 Questionnaire, 1980 

 f. 53 Regional Meetings Attendance Sheets, 1978-1979 

 f. 54 Religious Task Force, 1981 

 f. 55 Research Notes on Women Labor, no date 

 f. 56 Speeches, 1977-1981 

 f. 57 Staff Applications and Resumes, 1979 

 f. 58 State-Wide Membership Renewal Letter, 1978 

 f. 59 Stationery, no date 

 f. 60 Steering Committee Mailing Lists, 1976-1982 

 f. 61 Steering Committee Member Contact List, 1975-1978 

 f. 62 Steering Committee Memorandums, 1975 

 f. 63 Volunteer Information, no date 

 f. 64 Volunteer Pledge Form, no date 
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 f. 65 Volunteers in E.R.A. House, no date 

f. 66-76 Affiliated Organizations 

 f. 66 E.R.A. Coalition Information, Other States, 1976-1977 

 f. 67 Kansas City, Missouri, City Council, 1979 

 f. 68 Mid-America Society of Association Executives Roster, 1977-

1978 

 f. 69 Miscellaneous, 1979-1980 

 f. 70 Missouri Citizens for Constitutional Democracy, 1975-1980 

 f. 71 Missouri College Personnel Association, 1981 

 f. 72 Missouri Men for E.R.A., 1979-1981 

 f. 73 Older Women’s League, no date 

 f. 74 People for Constitutional Progress, 1979 

 f. 75 The Kansas City Women’s Plan of Action Reports and 

Recommendations, 1980 

 f. 76 Womenspeak, 1981-1982 

f. 77-103 Correspondence 

 f. 77 California Contacts, 1981 

 f. 78 Charles Curry, 1980-1981 

 f. 79 Charline Schmelzer, 1976-1981 

 f. 80 Citizen Committee, 1976-1977 

Box 003 f. 81 David F. Montoya, 1980 

 f. 82 Education Committee, 1978-1979 

 f. 83 Ellen S. Waters, 1973-1975 

 f. 84 Form Letters, no date 

 f. 85 General Correspondence, no date 

 f. 86-93 General Correspondence, 1973-1982 

 f. 94 Greater Kansas City Labor Council, 1982 

 f. 95 Jean Berg, 1976-1977 

 f. 96 Lois Barnhouse, 1978-1980 

 f. 97 Mary Anne Sedey, 1978-1979 

 f. 98 Pam Rich, 1979 

 f. 99 Requests About E.R.A., 1978 

 f. 100 Requests for Information, 1978-1979 

 f. 101 Vera Clay, 1978 

 f. 102 Wilda Worley, 1976-1977  

 f. 103 Yvonne G. Spies, 1977 

f. 104-108 Financial Records 

 f. 104 Adopted Budget, 1974-1978 

 f. 105 Budget Comparisons, 1974-1977 

 f. 106 Miscellaneous, 1975-1977 

 f. 107 Proposed Budgets, 1976-1980 

 f. 108 Treasurer’s Reports, 1975-1979 

f. 109-155 Legislative Research 

 f. 109 Alberta Coqueland Campaign, no date 

 f. 110 Bob Jacobi Campaign, 1980-1981 

 f. 111 Campaign Techniques Workshop, no date 

 f. 112 Elected Officials in Missouri, 1978-1979 
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 f. 113 Election Committee Report, 1974 

 f. 114 Election Discussion Meeting Information, 1978 

 f. 115 E.R.A. Candidates Fund, no date 

 f. 116 Filings for State Representatives, 1975-1980 

 f. 117 General Election Information, 1980 

 f. 118 Grassroots Lobbying and Membership Lists, 1977-1978 

 f. 119 House and Senate Representatives, 1980 

 f. 120 In-District Lobbying Information, 1981 

 f. 121 Jackson County Representatives, 1979-1980 

Box 004 f. 122 Lafayette (Lexington) Caravan, 1977 

 f. 123 Legislative Profiles for In-District Lobbying, 1976-1981 

 f. 124 Legislative Reports on State Representatives, 1974-1976 

 f. 125 Linn (Brookfield) Caravan, 1977 

 f. 126 Livingston (Chillicothe) Caravan, 1977 

 f. 127 Lobby Targets, no date 

 f. 128 Miscellaneous, 1975-1980 

 f. 129 Missouri Senator Information, no date 

 f. 130 Missouri State Legislature E.R.A. Vote Count, 1977 

 f. 131 Petitions to Ratify the E.R.A. in Missouri, 1977-1978 

 f. 132 Ray (Richmond) Caravan, 1977 

 f. 133 Senator Clarence Heflin, 1979 

 f. 134 Senator Cox Hardin, circa 1970s 

 f. 135 Senator Donald Manford, 1973 

 f. 136 Senator Gannon Clifford, circa 1970s 

 f. 137 Senator Henry Panethiere, 1978-1979 

 f. 138 Senator Ike Skelton, circa 1970s 

 f. 139 Senator Jack Gant, circa 1970s 

 f. 140 Senator John Ryan, 1975 

 f. 141 Senator John Schneider, circa 1970s 

 f. 142 Senator Joseph Frappier, 1973-1975 

 f. 143 Senator Lee Vertis Swinton, 1980 

 f. 144 Senator Marvin Dinger, 1975 

 f. 145 Senator Mary L. Gant, 1975-1976 

 f. 146 Senator Nelson Tinnin, circa 1970s 

 f. 147 Senator Norman Merrell, 1974-1975 

 f. 148 Senator Paul Bradshaw, 1974 

 f. 149 Senator Richard Webster, 1975 

 f. 150 Senator Robert Johnson, 1979 

 f. 151 Senator Robert Young, circa 1970s 

 f. 152 Shadow Senators, 1976 

 f. 153 Statements in Support of the E.R.A., 1974-1980 

 f. 154 Voting Records, 1975-1979 

 f. 155 W.T. Dawson Questionnaire Returns, 1979 

f. 156-165 Promotional Materials 

 f. 156 Anti-E.R.A. Literature, 1976-1978 

 f. 157 Brochures, 1978 
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 f. 158 E.R.A. Literature, 1976-1981 

 f. 159 E.R.A. Literature, 1976-1981 

 f. 160 E.R.A. Newsletters, 1974-1981 

 f. 161 E.R.A. Resources, 1976-1979 

 f. 162 For E.R.A., no date 

Box 005 f. 163 Leaflets, 1978-1979 

 f. 164 Miscellaneous, 1978-1981 

 f. 165 Pamphlets, circa 1970s-1980s 

f. 166-185 Public Events 

 f. 166 A New Day: Beyond E.R.A., 1982 

 f. 167 An Evening with Judy Carter, 1978 

 f. 168 Charles E. Curry Flag Day Garden Reception, 1981 

 f. 169 Cheers for Blood, Sweat, and Tears Gala Information, 1982 

 f. 170 ERAmerica People of Color Seminar, 1981 

 f. 171 E.R.A. Spaghetti Dinners, 1979 

 f. 172 Gloria Steinem Lecture, 1977 

 f. 173 Jefferson City E.R.A. Rally, 1977-1978 

 f. 174 July 4th March for Independence, 1979 

 f. 175 Maggie Tripp Breakfast, 1979 

 f. 176 National March for E.R.A. Chicago, 1980 

 f. 177-178 People for Constitutional Progress Benefit Dinner for the E.R.A. 

Coalition, 1979 

 f. 179 Speaker’s Bureau, 1979 

 f. 180 Speaking Engagements, 1979-1980 

 f. 181 Susan B. Anthony Birthday Event, 1981 

 f. 182 Susan B. Anthony Coin Proclamation, 1979 

 f. 183 Susan B. Anthony Evening, 1979 

 f. 184 UMKC-NCJW Forum on E.R.A., 1977 

 f. 185 Women’s Equality Day Walk-A-Thon, August 26, 1978,  

f. 186-191 Public Relations 

 f. 186 Advertisements, 1981 

 f. 187 Gary Ferguson, Inc. Public Relations, 1976-1977 

 f. 188 Press and Media Information, 1975 

 f. 189 Press Releases, 1974-1979 

 f. 190 Radio Spots to Urge E.R.A. Ratification (reel-to-reel tapes), 

1975 

 f. 191 Television Coverage Spots, 1977 

 

Index:  
 

Index Terms Folder 

Barnhouse, Lois 21, 96 

Clay, Vera 3, 20, 27, 82, 101 

Curry, Charles 74, 78, 168 

Equal Rights Amendments--United States 1-193 

Fund raising 15, 27, 36, 43 
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Index Terms Folder 

Lobbying 1-193 

Membership 18, 27, 28-34 

Missouri Citizens for Constitutional Democracy 36, 70 

Missouri. General Assembly 109-155 

Petitions 131, 133-142, 144, 146-151 

Phone Bank 43-45, 49 

Rich, Pam 12, 98 

Schmelzer, Charline 3-4, 9, 56, 79 

Sedey, Mary Ann 24-25, 37, 58, 97 

Steering Committee 5, 37, 60-62 

Volunteers 13, 18, 64-66 

Worley, Wilda  23, 25, 35, 37, 56, 102 

 


