PRELIMINARY INVENTORY
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This collection is available at The State Historical Society of Missouri Research Center-
Kansas City. If you would like more information, please contact us at
kansascity@shsmo.org.

Introduction
Approximately 58 cubic feet

The Kansas City Study of Adult Life Records consist of interviews, surveys, and research
notes pertaining to a series of studies conducted by the Committee on Human
Development at the University of Chicago. Additional materials include case files,
organizational files, reports, forms, and study samples.

The Committee on Human Development was founded in 1940 at the University of
Chicago by Dr. Richard Scammons, dean of the Division of the Biological Sciences, and
professors Frank N. Freeman of the Department of Education, Lydia J. Roberts of the
Department of Home Economics, Helen L. Koch of the Department of Child
Development, Dr. Frederic W. Schlutz of the Department of Pediatrics, and Donald
Slesinger, Associate Dean of the Division of the Social Sciences. The primary objectives
of the committee were to conduct research on human behavior through the life cycle and
to contribute to the understanding of the developmental processes within the human
psychological development and social sciences. The committee was also tasked with
training students for careers in research and teaching.

Restrictions
Boxes 57 through 58 of this collection have been restricted due to privacy concerns.

Donor Information

The records were donated to the University of Missouri by Bernice Neugarten on behalf
of the University of Chicago School of Education on December 9, 1983 (Accession No.
KAO0241). An addition was made on September 16, 2009 by Martha Briggs on behalf of
the Newberry Library (Accession No. KA1733).

Copyright and Restrictions

The Donor has given and assigned to the University of Missouri all rights of copyright,
which the Donor has in the Materials and in such of the Donor’s works as may be found
among any collections of Materials received by the University from others.

Location Note
The collection is stored offsite and will need to be retrieved before viewing.

Box List

Box 1
Panel Group
Social Class I, Male, Age 49-58, Case No. 1-12
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Cases 1-6, 8

Box 2
Panel Group
Social Class I, Male, Age 49-58, Case No. 1-12
Case 10
Social Class I, Female, Age 49-57, Case No. 13-24
Cases 13-20

Box 3
Panel Group
Social Class I, Female, Age 49-57, Case No. 13-24
Cases 21-24
Social Class I, Male, Age 57-63, Case No. 25-36
Cases 26-29, 31, 33-34
Social Class I, Female, Age 56-62, Case No. 37-48
Cases 37-39

Box 4
Panel Group
Social Class I, Female, Age 56-62, Case No. 37-48
Cases 40-41, 43-45
Social Class I, Male, Age 65-70, Cass No. 49-60
Cases 49-53

Box 5
Panel Group
Social Class I, Male, Age 65-70, Case No. 49-60
Cases 54
Social Class I, Female, Age 64-70, Case No. 61-72
Cases 61-68, 70
Cases 73-78

Box 6
Panel Group
Cases 79-80, 85-94

Box 7
Panel Group
Cases 97-106

Box 8

Panel Group
Cases 109-116, 121
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Box 9
Panel Group
Cases 121-131

Box 10
Panel Group
Cases 132-142, 145-148

Box 11
Panel Group
Cases 149-156
Social Class Ill, Female, Age 49-56, Case No. 157-168
Cases 157-158

Box 12
Panel Group
Social Class Ill, Female, Age 49-56, Case No. 157-168
Cases 159-164
Social Class I, Male, Age 56-62, Case 169-180
Cases 169-174

Box 13
Panel Group
Social Class Il1, Male, Age 56-62, Case No. 169-180
Cases 175, 177-180
Social Class Ill, Female, Age 59-63, Case No. 181-192
Cases 181-188

Box 14
Panel Group
Social Class 111, Female, Age 59-63, Case No. 181-192
Case 189
Social Class 111, Male, Age 63-69, Case No. 193-204
Cases 193-200
Cases 205-212

Box 15
Panel Group

Cases 213-216
E Group

Cases E1-E9

Box 16

E Group
Cases E10-E24

Page 3 of 15



K0519 (KA0241, KA1733)
KANSAS CITY STUDY OF ADULT LIFE RECORDS

Box 17
E Group
Cases E25-E39
Age Grading Interviews, Males, No. 1-4

Box 18
Age Grading Interviews, Males, No. 9-12, 17-20, 25-28, 33-36, 41-43

Box 19
Age Grading Interviews, Males, No. 44
Age Grading Interviews, Females, No. 5-8, 13-16, 21-24, 29-32

Box 20
Age Grading Interviews, Females, No. 37-40, 45-48
Social Role, Males, No. RS1-RS4, RS9-RS11

Box 21
Social Role, Males, No. RS12, RS17-RS20, RS25-RS28, RS33-RS36, RS41-RS44

Box 22
Social Role, Females, No. RS5-RS8, RS13-RS16, RS21-RS24, RS41-RS44

Box 23
Social Role, Females, No. RS21-RS24, RS29-RS32, RS37-RS39, RS41-RS44
Social Mobility, No. MS1-MS11

Box 24
Social Mobility, No. MS12, MS18-MS20, MS25-MS28, MS33-MS36, MS41-MS43

Box 25
Social Mobility, No. MS44
Short Psychological Interviews, No. SPI11-SP110
Gruen, list of abbreviations, Short Psychological Interviews, non-completed fact
sheets

Box 26
Short Psychological Interviews, No. SP111-SPI122

Box 27
Short Psychological Interviews, No. SP123-SP136

Box 28

Short Psychological Interviews, No. SP137-SP148
Short Psychological, Long Interviews General Fact Sheet, No. 1-5
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Box 29
Short Psychological, Long Interviews, General Fact Sheet, No. 6-7, 9-10, 13-15, 18-19,
21-23, 25-27, 29-30, 32-34, 37-38, 45, 48

Box 30
Non-Panel Interviews, No. 1S-16S

Box 31
Non-Panel Interviews, No. 175-37S

Box 32
Non-Panel Interviews, No. 385-53S

Box 33
Non-Panel Interviews, No. 545-63S

Box 34
Non-panel Interviews, No. 64S-69S
Interviewers
Betty Arnoldy
Richard Coleman
Conference, 1953
Irwin Deutscher
Friedman
Walter Gruen

Box 35
Havighurst
Olive Holly
Kells
Loman
Miscellaneous interviews, unidentified
Orr
Warren Peterson
John C. Scott
Sheila Spaulding
Personality in Middle and Late Life by Bernice L. Newgarten and Associates, 1964 (2
copies)
Interfiles for Panel Group
Social Class I, Male, Age 57-63, Case No. 25-36
Cases, 25, 30, 32
Social Class Ill, Male, Age 56-62, Case No. 169-180
Case 176
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Box 36
Interfiles for Social Role Study
Social Role, Females, No. RS5, RS40, RS45-RS48

Box 37

Case Files, No.

Box 38

Case Files, No.

Box 39

Case Files, No.

Box 40

Case Files, No.

Box 41

Case Files, No.

Box 42

Case Files, No.

Box 43

Case Files, No.

Box 44

Case Files, No.

Box 45

Case Files, No.

Box 46

Case Files, No.

Box 47

Case Files, No.

Box 48

Case Files, No.

Box 49

Case Files, No.

Box 50

Case Files, No.

2-18

20-40

41-61

61-86

92-110

111-122

123-149

150-157

158-162

163-182

182-198

198-216

1S-27S

27S-58S
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Box 51
Case Files, No. 58S-67S, 2SP-67SP

Box 52
Case Files, No. 78SP-194SP

Box 53
Case Files No. 6E-33E

Box 54
Organizational Files
Publications and Papers from the Kansas City Study of Adult Life, 1951-1955
Reports and Memos, 1962
The History of Kansas City, no date
Alternative Participatory Responses to Aging
Disengagement, A Tentative Theory of Aging, 1960
Articles, Miscellaneous through 1955
A Measure for the Social Cohesion of the Social Systems of Aging Respondents,
1963
Reports and Memos, 1963
Family Interaction Patterns of the Aged, 1963
The Demography of Aging in the Midwest
As Senior Citizens See Themselves, A Survey of Aging in the Upper Midwest
Economic Functions of Leisure Activities of the Retired Aged
Church Participation and Adjustment in Old Age
Organizations for the Elderly and their Political Implications, 1961
Constitution for the Midwest Council for Social Research in Aging
Midwest Council for Social Research on Aging, project proposals (3 folders)
List of Interviews, Memos, reports, 1952-1955
Budget, 1956-1957
Budget
Appropriations account from Chicago
USPHS No. 47, 1957-1958
Budget, 1958-1959
Interview Guide Intensives |1, 1958
Introduction for interviewers
Interview questions and instructions
Form Letter 6 S.O. Assignments
Wayne Wheeler, correspondence
Problem Areas, Goals and Recommendations, W. Wheeler, 1960
Working cases, based on cohesion, low, middle, high
Notebook
R. Coleman, interviews 1-40 (2 folders)
Criteria of Success in aging, 1954
Successful Aging, 1960
6 S.0. Assignments, 1960
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POSO Form Letter file
Form letter for S.O’s I, Ill, and IV and I, when not same household
S.O. Letters
Frances Davis 1
Eudora Easley 2
lola B. Edgerton 3
Dorothy Hamilton 4
Rose London 5
Opal H. Long 6
Peter Marsalla 7
Lucille Mayer 8
Freeda L. Newell 9
Julie Williams 10
Independent Survey, Refusals, Panel
High School Study, Postcards returned, 1960
Interview No. 7
Letters, 1961
Martha Combs
Letters, assignments, Francis Davis
Interview No. 7
Letters, assignments, Eudora Easley
lola Edgerton
Letters, Janet Ferguson
Letters, Mrs. Helen Gold
Dorothy Hamilton
Opal H. Long
Letters, Mr. Peter S. Marsalla
Freeda Newell
Letters, Rose London

Refusal survey Texas University
2SPS.O.IITA
S-2 5VI

Reports

Standard Abbreviations, 6 S.O. and S.O., 1960

Comments by the NIHM Advisory Committee

Excerpt from, “Towards A Conceptualization of Patterns of Social Organization,
Disorganization,” by Bruce Dohrenwend, 1958

Booklets, The Kansas City Study of Life, 1961

The Measurement of Life Satisfaction, Committee on Human Development,
University of Chicago

“Styles of Life and Successful Aging,” by Richard H. Williams, Ph.D.

The Measurement of Disengagement by David S. Newell

Morale Changes in Women During Aging, 1960

“The Four-ltem Index as a Morale Indicator for Teenagers,” by David S. Newell,
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1960

“Middle Aged Men and Their Work, An Exploration in Meanings,” by Dan C.
Lortie

The Adults Social Life Space and Successful Aging, 1956

An Open Letter to, David Gutmann “A Minor Polemic in Defense of a Major
Polemicist”

Draft of a Description of the Kansas City of Adult Life

Active Young Adults, The Kansas City Social Ladder Appendix Two

Memo to Robert J. Havighurst, Mental Health Project No. 28, 1956

Memo to Dr. Elaine Cumming, “Steps in Sample Selection and Current Statues of
Sample,” 1956

Memo, W.D. Bryant, 1955

Sample for Significant Others Study, 1961

Status of Respondents in Panel and Quasi-Panel, 1961

Notes on Conference, 1961

Interviews Completed, 1962

USPHS Sample, Kansas City, Social Class Placements, 1961

Completed Interviews and Refusals of Significant Others, 1962

Occupations

Sociological, Psychological and Physiological Factors in Successful Aging

Memo, Steps in Sample Selection and Current Status of Sample, 1956

The Kansas City Study of Middle Age and Aging, Some Characteristics of the
Middle Ade and Aging Sample, 1953

“Constraint and Variety in American Education,” by David Riesman, 1957

Letter to Dr. Robert J. Havighurst, 1954

“Urbanism, Urbanity, and the Historian,” by R. Richard Wohl, 1954

The Ecology of Aging: Report to the Work Conference, Kansas City Study of
Adult Life, 1954

Work Careers: Report to the Work Conference, Kansas City Study of Adult Life
by Everett C. Hughes, 1954

Proposal for the Study of Social Mobility: Report to the Work Conference,
Kansas City Study of Adult Life by John Scott, 1954

Preliminary Proposal for Criteria of Success in Aging by Robert J. Havighurst,
William E. Henry, Martin B. Loeb

Roles in Retirement: Report to the Work Conference, Kansas City of Adult Life
by Earnest W. Burgess, 1954

Determination and Composition of Subsamples for Kansas City Study of Adult
Life by W.D. Bryant, 1954

Report to the Work Conference, Kansas City Study of Adult Life, Age Factors
and Prestige Groups by Richard Coleman, 1954

Report on Urban History, for Work Conference by M.B. Loeb, 1954

Rough Outline, Interview 3B by Lois R. Dean, Ph.D., 1957

Application for Special Grant Under National Mental Health Act, 1955

A Program to Facilitate Social Research on Aging in the Midwest

Project 4-Status Systems of Older People

Research Reports from the Kansas City Studies of Adult Life, 1961
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The Constitution for the Midwest Council for Social Research in Aging

Statement by Wayne Wheeler-Ritual, Culture, and Process Among the Aged,
1962

Report to the Work Conferences, Kansas City Study of Adult Life, Proposal for
the Study of Social Mobility by John Scott, 1954

Report to the Work Conference, Kansas City of Adult Life, The Ecology of Aging
by Warren Petterson and Elijah White, 1954

Report to the Work Conference, Kansas City Study of Adult Life, Work Careers
by Everett C. Hughes, 1954

Report to the Work Conference, Kansas City Study of Adult Life, Age Factors
and Prestige Groups by Richard Coleman, 1954

Report to the Work Conference, Kansas City Study of Adult Life, Roles in
Retirement by Earnest W. Burgess, 1954

“The Age Grading Section of the Study,” by Warren Peterson, 1954

“Social and Psychological Needs of the Aging,” by Robert J. Havighurst, 1952

The Kansas City Study of Adult Life, Research Objectives and Procedures,
Kansas City, Missouri, 1955

Report, “Middle Age and Aging in the Community,” by Martin B. Loeb, 1953

Memo, Considerations in Undertaking a Social History of Kansas City, 1953

Memorandum on Further ISC Work by Robert J. Havighurst, 1955

Interview Suggestions Related to the Initial Interviewing Task by John C. Scott,
1954

Some Ethnic Areas in Kansas City, Missouri, and Some Characteristics of the
Middle Age and Aging Sample by J.C. Scott, 1953

Letter to Dr. Robert J. Havighurst from Samuel W. Blizzard, 1954

Memo, Age, Status, and Prestige Participation, 1953

Life Space and Life Span Television by Elaine Cumming, 1957

Interaction Patterns in Normal Aging by Elaine Cumming and Bess Udell, 1957

“Measuring Successful Aging, A Validity Problem” and “Disengagement Theory
of Aging”

“Patterns of Normal Aging,” A Preliminary Report, Kansas Coty by Elaine
Cumming, Bess Udoll, 1957

A Note of Mastery of the Environment During the Life Cycle by Elaine Cumming
Kansas City, Missouri

“What is Morale? A Case History of Validity Problem,” by Elain Cumming, Lois
R. Dean and David S. Newell

“The Measurement of Morale in the Aging,” by Elaine Cumming, Ph.D., 1959

“Life Space and Life Span, A Tentative Model for the Study of Aging,” by Elaine
Cumming and Lois R. Dean, 1957

The Kansas City Study of Adult Life, “Life Space and Life Span, A General
Conceptual Stance and Some Ad Hoc Hypotheses”

“Changes in the Social Life Space During the Latter Half of the Life Span,” by
Elaine Cumming, 1957

“Space and Span,” Part 1l, Some Secondary Formulations Derived from Life
Space and Life Span and Interview 1

“The Panel, A Verbal Report to a Group of Colleagues” Dan C. Lortie, 1957
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“Selecting the Cases for the Main Panel,” by Dan C. Lortie, 1957

“Religion in the Later Years, An Exploration,” by Dan C. Lortie, 1957

The University of Chicago, The Committee of Human Development USPHS
Project No. 66, Lois R. Dean, 1960

The University of Chicago “Ritual, Culture, and Process Among the Aged,”
prepared by Wayne Wheeler, 1962

“Growing Old, The Process of Disengagement,” by Elaine Cumming and William
E. Henry, 1961, “Subculture of the Aging” Dr. Moberg’s Notes, 1962

“Discussion on Theoretical Orientation,” by Dr. Pihlblad’s Notes, 1962

Kansas City Study of Adult Life “Note on the Measurement if Life Space,” D.S.
Newell, 1959, 1985

The Kansas City Study of Adult Life “Report on a Preliminary Investigation of a
Affective Complexity,” D.S. Newell, 1958

“Sibling Solidarity, A Structural Property of American Kinship,” by Elaine
Cumming and David M. Schneider

“A Measure for the Cohesion of the Social Systems of Aging Respondents,”
Wayne Wheeler, 1963

Memo-Study Design, Mental Health Project,” Dan C. Lortie, Appendix A and B,
1955

Memorandum, Summary of the Sample Specifications for the Mental Health
Project No. 28, 1955

Final Decision on Social Class Groups for Our Panel, Hedda Bolgar, and Dan C.
Lortie and Sample Record, 1956

Memo, Sample Selection Project No. 27

The Kansas City Study of Adult Life-Specifications, Interview No.1 Dr. Hedda
Bolgar and Dan C. Lortie

Kansas City Study of Adult Life, Suggestions for Interview No. 2, 1957

Memo, Work Done on Retirement to Date, Dan C. Lortie, 1957

General Suggestions for Questionnaire Il Progress Report from Elaine Cumming,
1957

The Affective States, A First Statement Lois R. Dean, 1959-1960

Orientation to Age, Partl Working Paper No. 2, Lois R. Dean, 1959-1960

Memorandum, Plans for the Significant Others Study, 1960

Some Notes on the Use of “Significant Others” for the Study of Aging Wayne
Wheeler, 1960

Occupational Descriptions, Together with Judgments of Occupational Score and
Social Class, Age 70-80 and Ages 80 plus, Wayne Wheeler, 1960

Occupations

Box 56
Blank Forms, Study Samples
S.0. Study
Data Sheets, complete sample set
Summary Sheets
RCP Study, Blank, Panel, Seventies and Eighties (3 folders)
Summary of Interviews, RCP Study, blank

Page 11 of 15



K0519 (KA0241, KA1733)
KANSAS CITY STUDY OF ADULT LIFE RECORDS

Data Sheets
S.0. Study, blank, 70-80
S.O. Study, blank, females
S.0. Study, blank, males
Ditto masters and originals for W.W.’s Social Cohesion Rating, 1963
Ditto masters
Worksheets for RCP Study No. 6 special and Special S.O.
Ditto masters
Ditto masters-worksheets for RCP Study, Miscellaneous
Ditto masters No. 7
Blank Forms, Ages, 111 Social History and Special Experiences, LM
Data Sheets for RCP Study of 6 special and Special S.O., spare copies LM
Blank Forms
Summary of interviews
University of Chicago, USPHS Project No. 100, Interview, 1961 (6
folders)
University of Chicago, USPHS Project No. 66, interview, 1959 (2 folders)
University of Chicago, USPHS Project No. 66, Special interview, 1958 (2
folders)
“Kansas City Study of Adult Life,” University of Chicago, Interview (2
folders)
University of Chicago, USPHS Project No. 47, Interview No. 3A, 1957
University of Chicago, KCSAL-USPHS Project No. 37, Interview No. 2
1957, 1960
Ditto master, worksheets for RCP Study, Longitudinal Span
Blank Forms
5-year Longitudinal Span
Weekend round
Residential mobility, marital status, and living arrangements
Occupation, Income and Education
Life Satisfaction
High Points and Low Points, and Leisure
Family Changes
Miscellaneous
Socio-Cultural Milieu
Birthplace and nationality of parents
Special S.O.
Miscellaneous
Family Record
Intergenerational Interaction
Family Events
Out-of-town trips
Loafing
Family tradition
Desired Residences, miscellaneous desires
Family Traditions, Leisure, Life Goals
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Food and Sleeping
Relatives, attitude toward retired husbands, children, siblings
Friends
Instrumental Relationships
Occupation
Religion, citizenship and groups, death
Temptation, older people, babysitting by grandparents, Kansas
City community
Socio-Historical events and shared personal experience
Relatives, Household of respondent at 45, household of respondent
when growing up
Religion, discouraging occasions, retirement, attitudes toward old
age, residence, neighborhood
Best and worst times for S.O., general characteristics of S.O.,
social class factors of respondent and S.O., groups and
clubs of S.O.
Miscellaneous
University of Chicago, interviewer rating sheet
Miscellaneous (4 folders)

Box 57 (Restricted)

Payroll
Personnel, Interviewers hired, 1959
Personnel employed by H. Belger, D. Lortie
Payroll file, J. D. Allegretto
Thomas Ford Arthur
Fannie M. Banaka
Payroll file, Mrs. Ruth Swan Bowers
James L. Breedlove
Raymond Breton
Susie Calvert
Payroll file, Peggy Anne Clark
Sharon Constance
Miss Martha Combs
Sharon E. Constance
Payroll, Norma Damon
Payroll, Mrs. Frances Davis
Mrs. Dolores (Alan W.) T. Denney
Janice Dinwiddie (Edward O.)
Payroll, Mrs. Esther Dani
Payroll, Mrs. Eudora J. Easley
Marie Norton Eastman
Payroll, lola Edgerton
lola Edgerton, 1957-1961 (4 folders)
Payroll, Janet L. Ferguson
Mrs. Mary McLoughlin Geraghty
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Payroll, Jack Gibson

Payroll, Mrs. Helen Gold

Mrs. Barbara Fox Goldberg
Payroll, Carla Ann Graf

Carla Graf (2 folders)

Payroll, Agnes Hall

Assignment, Agnes Hall

Payroll, Mrs. Dorothy P. Hamilton
Payroll, Miss Ruby Ann Hamilton
Payroll, Patricia Hanson
Marguerite Harris (Elliott)
Payroll, Helen B. Haubold
Payroll, Lee Hearn

Helen A. Henry

Mrs. Mary E. Hornstra

Mrs. Lou Kathryn King

Jessie Lancaster

Payroll, Margaret Laughrey

M. Laughrey, 1957-1958

Payroll, Margaret Laughrey, 1961
Assignments, Margaret Laughrey
Mrs. Margaret S. Leighty

Mrs. Rose London

Mrs. Opal Long

Mrs. Minnie M. Loman

Payroll, Mr. Peter S. Marsalla, 1959-1960
Peter S. Marsalla, 1957-1959

Box 58 (Restricted)

Payroll and Interviewees
Peter S. Marsalla
Assignments, Peter Marsalla
Eva Marx
Payroll, Mrs. Lucille E. Mayer
Georgiana McLarnan
Ann Montague
Judith Ann Mosiman
Judy Mosiman
Payroll, Sandra Lee Mosiman
Mildred K. Neese
Mrs. Freeda L. Newell
Mary E. Newell
Blaine Pennington
Payroll, Olivia Pope
Olivia Pope, 1957-1958
Assignments, Olivia Pope
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lone F. Price
Kathryn R. Rollert
Payroll, Mrs. Ruth R. Sisser
Payroll, Laverne Southard
Virginia Taylor
Payroll, Bess Udell
Assignments, Bess Udell
Bess Udell, 1957-1958
Payroll, Julie Virginia Williams
Clifton Wolf

Index Card Box No. 1-4
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