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This collection is available at The State Historical Society of Missouri Research Center-

Kansas City. If you would like more information, please contact us at 

kansascity@shsmo.org. 

 

Introduction  

Approximately 9 cubic feet 

 

The collection consists of the personal and business papers of Carl DiCapo, a prominent 

businessman and civic leader in Kansas City, Missouri. Materials include DiCapo’s civic, 

cultural, and community activities, photographs, video tapes, certificates, plaques, and 

items related to the Italian Gardens Restaurant.  

 

Carl J. DiCapo was born on November 7, 1927, in Kansas City, Missouri. He attended 

Northeast High School, Kansas City Junior College, and the University of Missouri, 

where in 1991 he received his degree in Hotel and Restaurant Management. An employee 

of Italian Gardens Restaurant since 1953, DiCapo became the president in 1976 and 

served in that capacity until his retirement in the late 1990s. He was active numerous 

civic organizations within the Kansas City metropolitan area. He served as the director of 

the Missouri Restaurant Association in 1972, the director of the Don Bosco Community 

Center in 1971, president of the Ethnic Enrichment Commission in 1980, commissioner 

of the Kansas City Board of Parks and Recreation in 1986, a member of the 

Desegregation Monitoring Committee in 987, and as chairman of the Citizen’s 

Association. DiCapo holds memberships in the Boy Scouts of America, UNICO, Lambda 

Chi Alpha fraternity, and the Friends of the Zoo. 

 

Donor Information  

The papers were donated to the University of Missouri by Carl DiCapo on February 14, 

2006 (Accession No. KA1237). An addition was made on June 28, 2010 (Accession No. 

KA1814). An addition was made on September 8, 2017 by Carl DiCapo (Accession No. 

KA2387). An addition was made on January 2, 2019 by Carl DiCapo (Accession No. 

KA2448).  

 

Copyright and Restrictions  

The Donor has given and assigned to the University of Missouri all rights of copyright, 

which the Donor has in the Materials and in such of the Donor’s works as may be found 

among any collections of Materials received by the University from others.  

 

Note 

The videos in this collection are unviewable until converted to digital format.  

 

Location Note 

The collection is stored offsite and will need to be retrieved before viewing.  
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Box List  

 

Box 1 

Personal Files  

Biography files 

Certificates 

Clippings 

Correspondence 

Business 

General 

Personal 

Photographs (3 folders)  

Photographic Slides  

Prayer Cards 

Scrapbook 

Speeches 

Citizens Association, 1987 

Desegregation Monitoring Committee, 1989 

Ethnic Enrichment Council 

Miscellaneous events, Kansas City and Columbia, Missouri  

Parks and Recreation, Kansas City, Missouri  

Parks and Recreation, manual 

Power and Light District 

Quintennial, 1992 (3 folders)  

 

Box 2 

Personal Files  

Plaques, Items Removed 

Bartle Hall 

Boy Scouts of America (2 folders)  

Parade Committee 

Bi-Centennial 

Chamber of Commerce, Greater Kansas City 

Children’s Museum 

City of Fountains 

City of Hope 

Diplomatic Ball 

Don Bosco 

Fall Classic 

Italian Runners 

Lakeside Nature Center 

Liberty Memorial 

Mayor’s Prayer Breakfast 

Native Sons of Kansas City  

Northeast High School 

Northeast Band Uniforms 
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Box 3 

Personal Files  

 Parklane 

Rotary 

Salvation Army 

Science City, Union Station 

Telephone Numbers, Maps, Pamphlets 

Theatre League, 1994-1995 

Unico (3 folders)  

University of Missouri-Columbia  

DiCapo degree, Metropolitan Board of Realtors 

Hotel and Restaurant Management Program, 1986-1996 

University of Missouri-Kansas City  

Whatsoever Community Center 

Young Men’s Christian Association (YMCA)  

Kansas City Zoo 

Friends of the Zoo 

 

Box 4 

Publications  

 Restaurant  

The Messenger 

Riccadonna, DeKuyper, Nicolas Buci, DeLuze, Map 

Nicolas, Sysco 

Gateway Gathering Systems 

National Institute for Food Industry, Educational Foundation 

Intoxicating Liquor and Non-Intoxicating Beer Law, State of Missouri  

1972 

Columbus Reliquary 

 Board of Parks and Recreation  

The Once and Future Kansas City, 1995 

Reference, Missouri Parks, Recreation, and Boulevards, 1992, 1996  

Brush Creek Basin Plan for Kansas City Board of Parks and Recreation 

Kansas City Zoo Proposal, 1991 

Ilus W. Davis Park Master Plan, 1995 

Independence Avenue Corridor Plan, 1993 

Brush Creek Cultural Corridor, 1992 

A Plan for Parks, Recreation, Boulevards and Greenways, 1993 

Swope Park, 1991 

Tiffany Springs Park Master Plan, 1989 

Hodge Park Master Plan, 1990 

Swope Park and New Zoo Project, 1991 

Guide to the 105th U.S. Congress, 1997 

Historic and Dedicatory Monuments of Kansas City, 1987  

Take Stock in the New Zoo, 1992 

African Forest Exhibit, 1991 
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Parks, Recreation and Boulevards, Major Accomplishments, 1991 

New Zoo Proposal for Architectural Services, Forest Exhibit, 1991 

Desegregation and Public Schools  

Voluntary Inter-district Transfer Plans, 1991-1992 

Private and Suburban Student Admissions to Magnet Schools, 1986-1990 

U.S. Court of Appeals, Kalima Jenkins 

Miscellaneous  

The Pieta prayer booklet 

Columbus Menu 

Protopresbyter-Stavrophor Milan Bajich, Testimonial Celebration, 1995 

The Poet’s Voice, Paseo Academy of Fine and Performing Arts 

 

Box 5 

Italian Gardens Financial and Legal Records  

 Abstract of Title, 345 North Van Brunt 

Auto 

Sarann Auto 

Cadillac 

Mercedes, 1982 

Bank 

American Bank 

Boatmen’s 

Empire, Mark Twain  

Mark Twain 

Valley View 

Central Bev Inc 

Blue Cross 

DiCapo 

Financial 

Miscellaneous (2 folders)  

Fremerman, Rosenfield, Lane 

Insurance 

Isis 

Italian Gardens 

Pledge Agreements, Articles, Bylaws 

Building Co. Lease 

Italian Gardens of Kansas Loans 

Italian Gardens of St. Louis 

IDA’s 

Italian Gardens  

Kansas, Kansas City Power and Light  

Labels 

Legal 

McFadden and White 

Italian Gardens, Miscellaneous events 

Niewald, Waldeck, Norris and Brown 
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Ranch Inn 

Pacey Wohlner 

Portfolio Management 

Ranallo Electric 

Recipes 

Sanderson’s 

Shook, Hardy, Bacon 

Spencer, Fane, Brett, Brown 

Steam Heat Customers 

Taxes 

Walter-Mack 

 

Box 6 

Italian Gardens, Miscellaneous  

 Bills Payable, 1993 

50th Year 

Advertisement 

Letterhead, business cards, envelopes, matchbooks 

Comfort sales 

Correspondence 

Group Health proposal 

KJLA 

Menu and Stationery 

Payroll 

Christmas 

John Dettenwanger, CPA 

Sauce 

Wages 

Guy Wright 

Missouri Restaurant Association (2 folders)  

Carl DiCapo, business cards, membership cards, various organizations 

Pocket atlases, 1955, 1992-1994, 1997-1998 

Business cards, various  

DiCapo rolodex, from Italian Gardens 

 

Box 7 

Italian Gardens, Sales and Allied Business  

 Ethnic Enrichment Booth Sales 

Berbiglia 

Creasy Reception, 1993 

DiCapo Steakhouse and Johnny Boots, proposal 

Pogo’s 

Seder 

Spirit Festival 

Starlight notebook 

Starlight (2 folders)  
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Starlight bills 

Washington Street Station 

Taste of Kansas City 

Publication 

Par Magazine 

The Missouri Restaurant, 1971-1973, 1980-1984 

 

Box 8 

Artifacts  

 Video Tapes 

  Westport Edison 

  Woodland Edison 

 Audiocassette Tapes  

  Bill Miller Show  

Promo, 1997 

   Program 

   Italian Gardens, 1998 

  KFEZ, Italian Gardens, 1998 

  Unidentified  

 National Restaurant Association, plate, metal, 1983 

 Four Wooden Plagues  

 

Box 9 

Biography, 1990s 

Interview by Madeline Dupin, 2002 

 

Box 10 

Oversize  

 Pioneer Park Improvements, Broadway St. and Westport Rd., 1987 

 Photographs 

Twilight League All Stars, 1925-1928 

Little girl 

Party for Nick Lucas, 1938 

Various  

 Drawing, caricature of Carl DiCapo, Greg Gonzalez, 1995 

 Certificates  

  Missouri House of Representatives, Kansas City Park Board appointment,  

1986 

Friends of the Zoo, 1992 

Senate, State of Missouri, congratulations on 54th anniversary of Italian  

Gardens 

City of Kansas City, Missouri, proclamation declaring Carl J. DiCapo day,  

1979 

  “Che Pasta,” framed certificate, 1979 

 Color Print, Town Fork Creek Linkage by Groves and Associates  

 Newspaper Clippings  
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  Kansas City Business Journal, 1994 


