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Historical Note:  

 

Charles B. Wheeler Downtown Airport was originally dedicated as Kansas City Municipal 

Airport on August 17, 1927.  Situated on the north side of the Missouri River from downtown 

Kansas City, Missouri, the airport hosted many commercial airlines and served as headquarters 

for Trans World Airlines.  During the increased air traffic of the Jet Age, Municipal Airport 

could no longer accommodate the larger planes and the higher volume of passengers.  In 1972, 

Kansas City International Airport opened, transitioning Municipal Airport to a more private and 

corporate aviation facility.  Municipal Airport’s name was changed in October 1977 to Kansas 

City Downtown Airport and again to Charles B. Wheeler Downtown Airport in August 2002. 

 

Built in 1926, Sherman Army Airfield is a shared military and civilian airfield located at Fort 

Leavenworth, Kansas.   

 

Arrangement:  

 

The collection has been arranged into two folders.  

 

Scope and Content Note: 

 

The Kansas City Area Aircraft Photographs contain photographs and negatives depicting a 

variety of aircraft at airports around the Kansas City metropolitan area dated from 1931 to 1932.  

The majority of the images are identified as being located at Kansas City Municipal Airport in 

1932 and depict airplanes parked and in motion including a number of Curtiss planes like the 

Falcon, Helldiver, Thrush, Shrike, and Junior.  A small group of photographs is labeled as “Air 

Races KC.”  These photographs show several people on the airport grounds with a variety of 

aircraft, including an autogiro.  These photographs are undated.  Additional photographs include 

images taken at Leavenworth Army Field (Sherman Army Airfield) at Fort Leavenworth, 

Kansas, in May 1932.  Photographs included depict the Keystone “Pirate” and Douglas 

Observation aircraft.  Negatives in the collection are located in folder two and are undated and 

unidentified. 

 

Container List: 
 

Box 001 f. 1 Photographs, 1931-1932, no date 

 f. 2 Negatives, no date 

 

Index:  
 

Index Term Folder Image 

Airplane racing 1 Yes 

Airplanes 1-2 Yes 

Alexander Aircraft Company 1 Yes 

Autogiro Company of America 1 Yes 

Boeing Company 1 Yes 

Charles B. Wheeler Downtown Airport 1 Yes 

Curtiss-Wright Corporation 1 Yes 

Douglas Aircraft Company 1 Yes 
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Index Term Folder Image 

Helldiver (Dive bomber) 1 Yes 

LB-5 (Light bomber) 1 Yes 

Leavenworth (Kan.) 1 Yes 

Lockheed Corporation 1 Yes 

NB-3 (Training plane) 1 Yes 

Northrop Grumman Corporation 1 Yes 

Stearman airplanes 1 Yes 

Travel Air (Firm) 1 Yes 

Waco Aircraft Company 1 Yes 

 


