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Historical Note:

The Boller Brothers were architects that specialized in designing movie theaters in the early 20"
century. Carl Boller started out as a scenery artist for his brother Will’s vaudeville troupe. The
first movie theater Carl designed was the La Belle Theatre in Pittsburg, Kansas in 1903. By
1905, Carl opened his own architectural business called Carl Boller, Architect. His younger
brother Robert joined the business as an apprentice draftsman in the same year. The business was
renamed Boller Brothers around 1920. Originally based in Kansas City, the Boller Brothers
opened offices in Los Angeles in the 1920s as movie theaters grew in popularity. They designed
movie theaters throughout the Midwest and Southwest. In Kansas City, the Boller Brothers
designed the Midland Theatre and the Plaza Theatre among others in Kansas City and throughout
Missouri.

Arrangement:
The collection has been arranged in one folder.
Scope and Content Note:
This issue of Motion Picture News: Theatre Building and Equipment Buyers Guide, Section Two
published on June 22, 1929, consists of advertisements for movie theater equipment and articles
on movie theater architecture. The articles focus on how movie theater buildings will have to
evolve to accommodate air conditioning and the advent of sound films. The issue also celebrates
the work of the Boller Brothers, who were Kansas City-based architects specializing in movie
theaters across the Midwest and Southwest. The magazine includes photographs and drawings of
movie theaters designed by the Boller Brothers as well as interviews with them.
Container List:

Box 001 v.1 Motion Picture News, 1929
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