
 
 

 

 

Jeffrey Spivak Union Station Research Collection 

(K1432) 
 

Collection Number: K1432 

 

Collection Title: Jeffrey Spivak Union Station Research Collection 

 

Dates: 1880-1999 

 

Creator: Spivak, Jeffrey 

 

Abstract: The Jeffrey Spivak Union Station Research Collection contains letters, notes, and 

research documents compiled by Jeffrey Spivak for his book Union Station, Kansas City.   

 

Collection Size: 12.6 cubic feet 

       (181 folders, 12 oversize folders, 6 audiocassettes, 7 video tapes) 

 

Language: Collection materials are in English.  

 

Repository: The State Historical Society of Missouri 

 

Restrictions on Access: Collection is open for research.  This collection is available at The State 

Historical Society of Missouri Research Center-Kansas City. If you would like more 

information, please contact us at kansascity@shsmo.org.  Collections may be viewed at any 

research center. 

 

Restrictions on Use: The Donor has given, assigned, and transferred to the Society all 

copyrights, and associated rights the Donor may possess in the materials. 

 

Preferred Citation: [Specific item; box number; folder number] Jeffrey Spivak Union Station 

Research Collection (K1432); The State Historical Society of Missouri Research Center-Kansas 

City [after first mention may be abbreviated to SHSMO-Kansas City]. 

 

Donor Information:  The papers were donated to the State Historical Society of Missouri by 

Jeffrey Spivak on March 2, 2022 (Accession No. KA2565).  

 

Related Materials: Additional materials related to the Jeffrey Spivak Union Station Research 

Collection can be found in the following collections:  

 

Cydney Millstein Papers, (K0543) 

George A. Fuller Company Photograph Collection, (K0080) 

Missouri Architectural Collection, (K0009) 

 

https://shsmo.org/visit/kansas-city
https://shsmo.org/visit/kansas-city
mailto:kansascity@shsmo.org


(K1432) Jeffrey Spivak Union Station Research Collection  Page 2 

 

Go to top 

Processed by: Processed by Sophia Southard, December 2023 

 

Historical Note:  

Jeffrey Spivak worked for The Kansas City Star as a civic affairs reporter for over twenty years. 

In his role at The Star, he wrote about civic projects and metropolitan trends, and covered city 

and suburban governments. In 1996, Spivak and his co-writer, Chris Lester, were Pulitzer Prize 

finalists for their article series, “Divided We Sprawl,” which investigated the impact of spreading 

suburban growth. His research on the history of the Kansas City Union Station culminated in a 

book, Union Station, Kansas City, published in 1999. He also wrote the book, Crowning the 

Kansas City Royals: Remembering the 1985 World Series Champs, published in 2005.  

Union Station, Kansas City explores the history of Union Station, from its grand opening on 

October 30, 1914, to its central role as both a transportation and social hub in Kansas City, and 

its eventual decline and threatened demolition.  

Arrangement:  

 

The collection has been arranged into the following 11 series with 2 subseries:  

  

Personal Remembrances 

 Correspondence 

 Research 

Station Reconstruction 

Station History, Pre-1914 Opening 

Station History, Post-Opening Into 1990s 

Bistate Proposal and Legislation 

Station Reuse Concept Documents, Pre-1996 

Science City Development 

Station Renovation-Era Documents 

Trizec Lawsuit and Station Mediation 

Audiovisual Materials 

Oversize 

 

Scope and Content Note: 

 

Personal Remembrances 

 

This series consists of research materials related to individuals’ memories of Union Station. 

 

The Correspondence subseries contains emails, letters, and messages to Jeffrey Spivak and other 

Kansas City Star reporters. These were written in response to a Kansas City Star prompt asking 

for individuals to send in their recollections of Union Station.  

 

The Research subseries contains photocopies of correspondence, newspaper articles, and records 

compiled during Spivak’s research of Union Station. Also included are Spivak’s research notes 

on Union Station, as well as a student paper written by Shawn Burton.  
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The collection maintains the original order, except for the alphabetical arrangement of folders 

within each series. 

 

Station Reconstruction 

 

This series consists of research materials pertaining to the reconstruction of Union Station in the 

1990s. Reconstruction of the station officially began in 1997 and was completed in 1999. 

Included are research notes, as well as photocopies of newspaper articles, select book chapters, 

encyclopedia entries, and other documents. Of special interest is research about Amtrak, as well 

as the reconstruction of the station.  

 

The collection maintains the original order, except for the alphabetical arrangement of folders 

within each series. 

 

Station History, Pre-1914 Opening 

 

This series contains research materials about Union Station’s history prior to its grand opening 

on October 30, 1914. Included are research notes, as well as photocopies of newspaper articles, 

select book chapters, and other documents. Of special interest is research about the architect 

Jarvis Hunt, who designed the Kansas City Union Station. 

 

The collection maintains the original order, except for the alphabetical arrangement of folders 

within each series. 

 

Station History, Post-Opening Into 1990s 

 

This series contains research materials about Union Station’s history after its grand opening in 

1914. Included are research notes, as well as photocopies of newspaper articles, select book 

chapters, and other documents. Of special interest is research about Amtrak, railroads, trains, and 

transportation as it pertains to Union Station. 

 

The collection maintains the original order, except for the alphabetical arrangement of folders 

within each series. 

 

Bistate Proposal and Legislation 

 

This series consists of research materials pertaining to the funding of Union Station, and the 

“bistate tax”, a two-state sales tax passed in 1996, which helped to provide partial funding for the 

restoration of Union Station and create Science City. Included are research notes, as well as 

photocopies of newspaper articles, select book chapters, and other documents. 

 

The collection maintains the original order, except for the alphabetical arrangement of folders 

within each series. 

 

Station Reuse Concept Documents, Pre-1996 

 

This series contains research materials about the reconstruction of Union Station prior to 1996. 

Reconstruction of the station officially began in 1997. Included are research notes, reports, 

surveys, and other documents. 

 



(K1432) Jeffrey Spivak Union Station Research Collection  Page 4 

 

Go to top 

The collection maintains the original order, except for the alphabetical arrangement of folders 

within each series. 

 

Science City Development 

 

This series contains research materials about the development of Science City prior to its 

opening in 1999. Included are research notes, as well as photocopies of newspaper articles and 

other documents. 

 

The collection maintains the original order, except for the alphabetical arrangement of folders 

within each series. 

 

Station Renovation-Era Documents 

 

This series contains research materials about the renovation of Union Station and the 

construction of Science City in the 1990s. Included are construction documents, financial 

statements, reports, surveys, and research notes, as well as photocopies of newspaper articles and 

other documents. 

 

The collection maintains the original order, except for the alphabetical arrangement of folders 

within each series. 

 

Trizec Lawsuit and Station Mediation 

 

This series consists of research materials pertaining to the lawsuit the city of Kansas City filed 

against Trizec Corporation in 1988. Prior to the lawsuit, the city of Kansas City had made a 

development deal with Trizec Corporation in 1974 to preserve and redevelop Union Station, 

which had begun to deteriorate. The lawsuit, settled in 1994, was filed due to Trizec 

Corporation’s failure to develop Union Station. 

 

The collection maintains the original order, except for the alphabetical arrangement of folders 

within each series. 

 

Audiovisual Materials 

 

This series contains audiovisual materials about Union Station. Included are audiocassettes of 

oral history interviews conducted by Spivak, as well as video tapes about Science City and 

Union Station. 

 

The collection maintains the original order, except for the alphabetical arrangement of folders 

within each series. 

 

Oversize 

 

This series contains oversize materials about Union Station. Included are architectural plans, 

construction documents, reports, and other documents related to Union Station and Science City. 

 

The collection maintains the original order, except for the alphabetical arrangement of folders 

within each series. 
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Container List: 

 

f. 1-19 Personal Remembrances 

Box 001  f. 1-14 Correspondence 

  f. 1-8   Union Station Memories, 1994-1999 

  f. 9 Union Station Memories, Remembrances I, Peak Period, 1994-

1999 

  f. 10 Union Station Memories, Remembrances II, Train Travel, 

1987-1999 

  f. 11 Union Station Memories, Remembrances, Decline Period and 

Pre-Bistate, 1969-1995 

  f. 12 Union Station Memories, Used in FYI 11/10, 1999 

  f. 13 Union Station Memories, Website Only, 1999 

 f. 14-19 Research 

  f. 14 Correspondence and Newspaper Articles, 1911-1925 

(photocopies) 

  f. 15 National Register of Historic Places Inventory Nomination 

Form, no date (photocopy) 

  f. 16 Phelps Murdock Research; Friends of Union Station 

Correspondence, 1977-1995 

  f. 17 Station Restaurants and Other Station Ancillary Uses, 1999, no 

date 

  f. 18 Student Paper, “Kansas City’s Union Station Yesterday, 

Today, and Tomorrow” by Shawn Burton, 1991 

  f. 19 World War II Oral Histories and Stories, 1993-1999 

f. 20-45 Station Reconstruction 

 f. 20-21 Amtrak, 1994-1999 

 f. 22 Bloch Foundation, 2000 

 f. 23 D.C. Union Station; Grand Central Station, 1993, 1998 

 f. 24 Demolition and Abatements Work; Cleaning Façade, no date 

 f. 25 Grand Hall Ceiling, 1999, no date 

Box 002 f. 26 Hines Interests Limited Partnership Booklet, no date 

 f. 27 Hines International Real Estate Firm Booklet, 1992-1998 

 f. 28 Hines International Real Estate, M.A. Mortenson Company, and 

Other Consultants on Construction, 1994-1998 

 f. 29 Owner, Architect, and Contractor Meetings, 1999 

 f. 30-31 Postal Square Restoration; 30th Street Station Background, 1991-

1999 

 f. 32 Station Grounds, circa 1990s 

 f. 33 Station Preservation, 1985-1999 

 f. 34 Station Reconstruction Meetings, Structural, 1998 

 f. 35 Station Reuses in Other Cities, 1973-2002 

 f. 36 Transportation Center, 1997-1998 

 f. 37 Transportation Hub; Amtrak; Controversies, 1994-1998 

 f. 38-39 Union Station Construction and Budget, 1997-1999 

 f. 40-42 Union Station Contracts, Construction, 1996-1998 

 f. 43 Union Station Opening, 1999 

 f. 44-45 Union Station Walkway, 1997-2000 

f. 46-69 Station History, Pre-1914 Opening 

Box 003 f. 46 1893 Chicago World’s Fair, 1980 
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 f. 47 1909/1911 City Ordinance, 1906-1914, 1998 

 f. 48-49 City Beautiful Movement, 1880-1999 

 f. 50 Construction Techniques, no date 

 f. 51-52 Early Kansas City (1880s-Early 1900s), 1903-1999 

 f. 53-56 Jarvis Hunt Research, 1904-1999 

 f. 57 Kansas City Labor Unrest Early 1900s, 1910-1990, no date 

 f. 58 Kansas City Lifestyles and Fashions, 1889, no date 

 f. 59 Other Railroad Stations, 1985 

 f. 60 Railroad History (1880s-Early 1900s), 1934-1979 

 f. 61 Railroad Station Architecture, 1914, 1998, no date 

 f. 62 Site Selection, 1901-1906, 

 f. 63-64 Station Construction, 1909-1916, no date 

 f. 65 Station Planning, 1906-1936 

Box 004 f. 66 Station Planning; Jarvis Hunt Contract, 1897-1974, no date 

 f. 67 Union Depot, 1885-1998 

 f. 68 Union Station Architecture, 1915, 1934, 1992, 1998 

 f. 69 Union Station Opening, 1912-1998, no date 

f. 70-99 Station History, Post-Opening into 1990s 

 f. 70 Amtrak Railroad Issues with Union Station (1970s-1980s), 1971-

1986 

 f. 71 Decline Period (1946-1989), no date 

 f. 72 Ernest Hemingway, 1918, 1952, 1961, 1968, 1991 

 f. 73 Harvey Restaurant, 1914-1999, no date 

 f. 74 Kansas City in Mid-Century, 1993-1998 

 f. 75 New Year’s Eve, 1925-1956, 1977, 1994, no date 

 f. 76 People Involved in Station, 1958-1997 

 f. 77 Preservation Movement, 1984-1993, no date 

 f. 78 Railroad Nostalgia and Social Milieu, no date 

 f. 79-80 Railroad Service, 1916-1991, no date 

 f. 81 Railroad Strikes, 1919, 1922 

 f. 82 Southern Belle, 1941-1969 

 f. 83 Station at Crossroads in 1970s-1980s, 1984 

 f. 84 Station Employees, 1926-1988 

 f. 85-86 Station Events (1920s-1940s), Post-1914 Opening, 1914-1999 

 f. 87 Station Events (1950s-1970s), 1944-1999 

 f. 88 Station Historical Tidbits and Memories, 1984-1996 

 f. 89 Station Inner Workings, 1914-1958, no date 

 f. 90 Station Name Ideas (1991-1993), 1992-1993 

 f. 91 Station Peak Period (1914-1946), 1919-1988, no date 

Box 005 f. 92 Station Reuse Ideas (1960-1985), 1961-1999 

 f. 93 Station Reuse Ideas II, 1986-1990 

 f. 94 Station Towns, What It Looked Like, 1986-1994, no date 

 f. 95 Station Visits by Presidents and Dignitaries, 1916-1998 

 f. 96 Trains, 1934-1999, no date 

 f. 97 Union Station Massacre, June 17, 1933, 1933-1999, no date 

 f. 98 World War I, 1918-1926 

 f. 99 World War II, 1942-1999, no date 

f. 100-123 Bistate Proposal and Legislation 

 f. 100 1996 Election, Clay on Ballot, Bistate Task Forces, 1996, no date 
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 f. 101 Bistate Campaign, Presentations, Debates, Results, 1995-1999, no 

date 

 f. 102-103 Bistate Campaign Literature and Notes, 1996-1999, no date 

 f. 104 Bistate Legislation, Missouri and Kansas, 1994-1999 

 f. 105-106 Bistate Opponents, Paul Styers, Desegregation Rumor, Science 

City Performance, 1995-1996, no date 

 f. 107 Bistate Poll, 1996 

 f. 108 Bistate Tax Pre-1996, 1993-1996, no date 

 f. 109 Campaign Contributions, 1995-1996 

Box 006 f. 110-111 Early Bistate Reports Pre-1996, 1993-1994 

 f. 112 Federal Funding, 1992-1995 

 f. 113 Governor’s Task Force and St. Rose, 1990-1996, no date 

 f. 114 Governor’s Task Force Documents on Station Plans, 1996 

 f. 115 Kansas and Missouri Metropolitan Culture District Commission 

Vol. I, 1997 

 f. 116 Kansas and Missouri Metropolitan Culture District Commission 

Vol. II, 1997 

 f. 117 Kansas and Missouri Metropolitan Culture District Commission 

Vol. IV-V, 1997 

 f. 118 Pre-1996 Bistate, Kansas City Consensus, Historical Compact 

Legislation, Polls, 1982-1996, no date 

 f. 119 Science City at Union Station Bistate Redevelopment Project, 1996 

 f. 120 Station Progress, 1995 

 f. 121 Union Station Assistance Corporation, 1992-1994 

 f. 122-123 United Station Assistance Corporation Beginnings and General 

Documents, 1993-1996 

f. 124-137 Station Reuse Concept Documents, Pre-1996 

 f. 124 A Brief Summation of the Preliminary Estimate of Construction 

Cost for Partial Renovation of Union Station Kansas City, 

Missouri, 1988 

 f. 125 Adaptive Reuse Analysis Kansas City Union Station Kansas City, 

Missouri, 1980 

 f. 126 Adaptive Reuse Analysis for the Kansas City Union Station Kansas 

City, Missouri, 1981 

 f. 127 All Aboard for Union Station, 1995 

 f. 128 Architivity Union Station: An Interdisciplinary Guide to Kansas 

City’s Most Monumental Landmark, 1989 

 f. 129 Hallmark Involvement, 1978-1995 

 f. 130 Kansas City Union Station Framework for Redevelopment, 1990 

 f. 131 Kansas City Union Station Site/Building Use Analysis and 

Redevelopment Issues, 1990 

 f. 132 Land Use and Transportation Analysis of the Union Station 

Environs Kansas City, Missouri, 1980 

 f. 133 Miscellaneous, 1990, no date 

Box 007 f. 134 Pre-Station Ideas; C. Clay Chastain Petition, 1993-1994 

 f. 135 Survey and Report: Condition Analysis and Rehabilitation Union 

Station Kansas City, Missouri, 1986 

 f. 136 Union Station Development Timeline, no date 

 f. 137 Union Station Redevelopment: A Report by the Union Station Task 

Force, March 1986 
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f. 138-148 Science City Development 

 f. 138-139 Other Science Museums, 1994-1997, no date 

 f. 140 Science City Box/Annex, 1997-1998 

 f. 141-143 Science City Development, 1955-2000, no date 

 f. 144 Science City Exhibits I, 1996-1999, no date 

 f. 145 Science City Exhibits II, 1997-1999, no date 

 f. 146 Science City Market Testing, 1995-1996 

 f. 147 Science City Plans, 1991-1998, no date 

 f. 148 Station Theater, Imex Corporation and Iwerks Entertainment, 

1997-1998, no date 

f. 149-169 Station Renovation 

 f. 149 Bistate Commission Union Station Leases, 1997-1998, no date 

Box 008 f. 150 Environmental Analysis to Support a Documented Categorical 

Exclusion for Union Station, June 1997 

 f. 151 Financing Package, 1997, no date 

 f. 152 Front-End Research for Kansas City Museum/Science City, 1997 

 f. 153 Kansas City Terminal Railway Company Union Station Rail Yard 

Historic Resources Survey, 1998 

 f. 154-155 Kansas City Union Station Historic Structures Report/Treatment 

Plan Volume I, 1996 

 f. 156-158 Kansas City Union Station Preliminary Draft: Historic Structures 

Report/Treatment Plan, 1996 

 f. 159 Lease, Science City at Union Station, 1997-1998 

 f. 160 Preliminary Official Statement, Missouri Development Finance 

Board, November 26, 1997 

 f. 161 Quarterly Financial Report, 1st Quarter, Science City, 1998-1999 

 f. 162 Science City Construction Document, Book 1 of 5, 1998 

 f. 163-165 Science City Programming Phase Report, 1996 

 f. 166 Union Station Archeological Survey, 1998 

Box 009 f. 167 Union Station Assistance Corporation Financial Statements, 1996-

1997 

 f. 168-169 Union Station Funding, 1997-1999, no date 

f. 170-181 Trizec Lawsuit and Station Mediation 

 f. 170 Court Transcripts, City of Kansas City, Missouri, vs Trizec 

Corporation, Volume I, 1991 

 f. 171 Court Transcripts, City of Kansas City, Missouri, vs Trizec 

Corporation, Volume II, 1991 

 f. 172 Mediation Panel, 1994-1997, no date 

 f. 173 Open Meetings Controversy, 1997, 1996-1998, no date 

 f. 174 Pershing Square Redevelopment Plan; City Contract, 1974, 1986 

 f. 175 Pershing Square Redevelopment; Trizec Properties, 1974-1990 

 f. 176-177 Trizec Lawsuit, 1984-1997 

 f. 178 Trizec Newspaper Clippings, 1991-1995 

 f. 179 Trizec Settlement, 1992-1998 

Box 010 f. 180-181 Trizec Settlement, 1992-1998 

a.c. 1-6, v.t. 1-7 Audiovisual Materials 

 a.c. 1 Bill Lawrence Interview, no date 

 a.c. 2 Buck Lewis Interview, no date 

 a.c. 3 David Pence Interview, no date 

 a.c. 4 Edna Sutton Interview, no date 
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 a.c. 5 Isak Federman Interview, 1999 

 a.c. 6 Sally Rice Interview, no date 

 v.t. 1 Rob Kapilow at KCPT, 1999 

 v.t. 2 Science City, no date 

 v.t. 3-5 Union Station Interviews 1-3, no date 

 v.t. 6 Union Station Is Us, 1988 

 v.t. 7 Union Station Memories, no date 

f. 182-193 Oversize 

Box 011 f. 182 Architectural Plans Future Designs Union Station, 1996-1997 

 f. 183 Architectural Plans Miscellaneous, 1996-1997 

 f. 184 Architectural Plans Volume II-A General Architectural Drawings 

Union Station, 1997 

 f. 185 Architectural Plans Volume II-B Base/Intermodal Architectural 

Drawings, 1997 

 f. 186 Architectural Plans Volume II-C Tenant Architectural Drawings 

Union Station, 1997 

 f. 187 Concepts for Kansas City’s Union Station Kansas City, Missouri, 

no date 

 f. 188 Kansas City Union Station Final Draft: Historic Structures Report / 

Treatment Plan Volume II, 1996 

 f. 189 Preliminary Estimate of Construction Cost for Conceptual Design 

for Partial Renovation of Union Station Kansas City, Missouri, 

1988 

 f. 190 Renovation of Union Station Kansas City, Missouri, 1987 

 f. 191 Science City at Union Station Design Development Submittal 

Neighborhood Plans and Perspectives, 1997 

 f. 192 Science City at Union Station Neighborhood Schematic Drawing 

Package, 1997 

 f. 193 Science City at Union Station Neighborhood Walk Through 

Storyboard Submittal, 1996 

  

Index: 
 

Index Terms Folder Audiovisual 

Actions and defenses 170-179  

Amtrak 20-21, 36-37, 70  

Anderson, Rod 17  

Building 24-25, 33-34, 38-

45, 50, 63-66, 

124-126, 130-

132, 135-137, 

141-143 

 

Burton, Shawn 18  

Chastain, C. Clay 134  

City Beautiful movement--Missouri--Kansas City 48-49  

Dunn-Malco Construction 29  

Friends of Union Station 16  
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Index Terms Folder Audiovisual 

Grand Central Station (New York, N.Y.) 23  

Harvey Restaurant 73  

Hemingway, Ernest, 1899-1961 72  

Hines International Real Estate Firm 26-28  

Hunt, Jarvis 53-56, 66  

Kansas City (Mo.)--History 1-193 a.c. 1- 6, v.t. 1-7 

Kansas City star (Kansas City, Mo. : 1885) 1-13  

Legislation--Missouri 100-123, 149  

M.A. Mortenson Company 28  

Murdock, Phelps 16  

National Register of Historic Places 15  

Oral history interview  a.c. 1-6 

Pierpont’s at Union Station Restaurant 17  

Science City (Kansas City, Mo.) 105-106, 119, 

138-148, 152, 

159, 161-165, 

191-193 

v.t. 2 

Spivak, Jeffrey 1-193  

Styers, Paul 105-106  

The Kansas City Public Improvement Association 14  

Transportation 36-37, 59-61, 78-

82, 96, 132, 153 

 

TrizecHahn Corporation 170-179  

Union Depot (Kansas City, Mo.) 67  

Union Station (Kansas City, Mo.) 1-19, 24-29, 32-

34, 36-45, 53-56, 

62-66, 68-71, 73, 

76, 83-95, 97, 

100-137, 140-181 

a.c. 1- 6, v.t. 1-7 

Union Station (Washington, D.C.)  23  

Union Station Assistance Corporation 121-123  

Union Station Massacre, Kansas City, Mo., 1933 97  

World War, 1914-1918 98  

World War, 1939-1945 19, 99  

World’s Columbian Exposition (1893 : Chicago, Ill.) 46  

 


