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Biographical Note:  

 

Reverend Paul A. Wobus was born in St. Charles, Missouri, on February 14, 1893. His father, 

Reinhard Wobus, was pastor of the Evangelical Church there. Paul Wobus died on December 11, 

1982 in Concordia, Missouri. He attended Eden Seminary in Saint Louis and became pastor in 

the Evangelical Synod of North America (became Evangelical and Reformed Church in 1934, 

and the United Church of Christ in 1957).  

 

In 1922, Wobus was named pastor of St. John Evangelical Church in Manchester, Missouri, an 

appointment he held until 1969. In 1918, he married Olga Kruse, and they had four children: 

Wilbert, Dorothy, Paul Jr., and Ethel. In 1921, Wobus, who earned a degree in Rural Sociology 

at the University of Missouri-Columbia, wrote an article about the state of religion in the Ozarks, 

thereupon the Evangelical Synod began to underwrite his rural missionary work in the region. A 

proponent of nondenominational “community churches,” Wobus made several hundred trips 

from his home base in Manchester into the Missouri Ozarks during a period of over thirty years. 

He became particularly active in Reynolds, Dent, and Shannon counties. His most notable 

undertaking was the founding in 1929, of the Shannondale Community Church-Center in 

northern Shannon County. He also served as missionary to the Mount Zion Community Church 

at Akers in Dent County for twenty-four years. 

 

Arrangement:  

 

The collection has been arranged into the following six series:  

  

Personal Papers 

Correspondence 

Publications 

Scrapbooks 

Narratives 

Notebooks 

 

Scope and Content Note: 

 

Personal Papers 

 

This series consists of personal research and memoirs regarding Reverend Paul Wobus’s mission 

work in the Ozarks. The research includes histories of Ozark counties, maps, correspondence, 

and notes about his travels. Wobus compiled his research and memories of his travels into a 

memoir. Of note are the collection of newspaper articles in folder 7 concerning the proposal and 

designation of the Ozark National Scenic Riverways as a national monument. This series is 

arranged in its original order. 

 

Correspondence 

 

This series contains letters written to and from Reverend Paul Wobus. Most of the letters deal 

with Wobus’s mission work in the Missouri Ozarks, namely his work with rural churches and 
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communities. There are also correspondence with newspapers, publishing companies, and 

historical societies about publishing articles he had written regarding the history of the Ozarks 

and of churches in the areas he served. Folder 11 contains letters written by Wobus to his mother 

written in German. Dr. Petra DeWitt has translated the letters into English, a copy of which is 

with each letter. This series is arranged chronologically. 

 

Publications  

 

This series consists of newspaper articles written about church work in rural communities within 

the Ozarks. Many of these articles were published in the Evangelical Herald or Evangelical 

Chronicle. There are also church publications, such a church bulletins and pamphlets printed for 

special occasions, conferences, conventions, and guest speakers. This series is arranged in 

chronological order. 

 

Scrapbooks 

 

This series contains scrapbooks compiled by Paul Wobus. The scrapbooks contain newspaper 

clippings with stories on local topics, obituaries, and local mission work. The articles come 

mostly from Dent County, with one scrapbook dedicated to the wider Ozark region. A name and 

subject index for each scrapbook is available in each folder. This series is arranged 

chronologically. 

 

Miscellaneous 

 

This series contains the responses to surveys regarding the religious situations in neglected 

sections of Ozark counties. The Evangelical Herald, under the editor Reverend J.H. Hortsmann, 

sent out these surveys to different church leaders throughout the Ozarks. This series is arranged 

in chronological order. 

 

Narratives 

 

This series consists of unpublished narrative accounts of Paul Wobus’s trips in the Ozarks from 

1926 to 1973. The narratives contain information on how and where he traveled, stories of those 

he visited, and spots of local interest he visited in his travels. Wobus was interested in the areas 

mill and natural wonders. An index of his trips is available in the collections administration 

folder. This series is arranged chronologically. 

 

Notebooks 

 

This series contains 89 small notebooks in which Paul Wobus kept records of his mileage, 

routes, schedules, expenses, and places and persons visited during his trips. This series is 

arranged chronologically. 

 

Container List: 

 

f. 1 Personal Papers 

Box 001 f. 1 Historical notes and maps, no date 
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 f. 2 Ozark mills by county, no date 

 f. 3 Ozark mills research, 1927-1938 

 f. 4 Correspondence, Kansas City, Clinton and Springfield Railway, 

1961-1978 

 f. 5 Crawford and Howell counties maps, 1936-1937 

 f. 6 Dent County research, circa 1928 

 f. 7 Publications and newspaper clippings, 1978, no date 

Box 002 f. 8 “Early Days in the Our Ozarks Church Program,” memoir, 1979 

 f. 9 Ozark Community Council, 1962-1973 

 f. 10 Mount Zion Community Church, 1945-1980 

f. 11-21 Correspondence 

 f. 11 Paul Wobus to his mother, 1918-1919 

 f. 12-21 Correspondence, 1920-1929 

f. 22-40 Publications 

 f. 22 Newspaper clippings, rural church work, 1920s 

 f. 23 Church printed materials, 1927 

Box 003 f. 24-36 Church printed materials, 1928-1947 

 f. 37-40 Newspaper clippings, 1944-1947 

f. 41-43 Scrapbooks 

 f. 41 Dent County newspaper clippings, 1928-1931 

 f. 42 Missouri Ozarks region newspaper clippings, 1930-1931 

 f. 43 Salem, Missouri newspaper clippings, 1931-1932 

f. 44 Miscellaneous 

 f. 44 Miscellaneous papers, 1921-1989 

f. 45 Photographs 

Box 004 f. 45 Rural schools, families 1942-1947 

f. 46-52 Narratives 

 f. 46-50 Narratives from trips, 1926-1933 

Box 005 f. 51 Narratives from trips, 1934-1936 

 f. 52 Narratives from trips, 1937-1940, 1973 

f. 53-58 Notebooks 

 f. 53-56 Travel notebooks, 1938-1957 

Box 006 f. 57-58 Travel notebooks, 1958-1980 

 

Index: 

 

Index Term Folder Image 

Akers (Mo.) 7-8, 10, 35, 45, 47-52 Yes 

Alderman, William R., 1835-1931 42  

Aldrich (Mo.) 4, 52 Yes 

American Sunday-School Union 13-14  

Andrews, Artamissa 42  

Arlington (Mo.) 2  

Babb, Sarah Jane 41  

Backer, A. G.  42  

Backer, Louise, 1905-1929 23-25, 41  

Ball, Daniel B., 1847-1931 43  
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Index Term Folder Image 

Bangert, Louis 41  

Banks, Andrew Jackson, 1879-1930 41  

Barker, Tennessee Cottrell McCarter, 1857-1931 43  

Barnes, Ruth 16  

Barnett (Mo.) 13, 42  

Barry County (Mo.) 2, 53-58  

Barton, Cynthia Ann 41  

Bash, Rose 19  

Bealert, Anna Bell 43  

Benton County (Mo.) 1  

Bethlehem School (Mo.) 45 Yes 

Birch Tree (Mo.) 9, 48  

Bixby (Mo.) 21, 25, 44, 46-49, 51-52  

Blackwell, H. A. 21, 41, 51  

Bollinger County (Mo.) 1, 7-8, 53-58  

Bowman, R. J. 41  

Boyd, Ernest A. 21  

Boyd, Samuel 21, 41  

Boylers Mill (Mo.) 2-3  

Brandsville (Mo.) 41  

Brown, F. M. 43  

Broyles, J. W.  41  

Brummett, R. S., 1863-1931 42  

Bucher, Vincent W., 1893-1950 7-10, 27, 32, 34-35, 44, 49, 

51-52 

 

Bunker (Mo.) 7-8, 16, 19-21, 24-25, 41, 

44, 46-47 

 

Butler, Nancy Jane, 1831-1931 42  

Butler-Vernon Mercantile 41  

Butts, Martha Bowers 41, 48  

Byrnesville Mill (Mo.) 2-3  

Callahan, Susie, 1871-1931 41  

Camden County (Mo.) 2, 50, 53-58  

Caplinger Mill (Mo.) 1-2, 51  

Carney, B. F.  41  

Carney, Polly Ann Schults, 1839-1929 41  

Carter County (Mo.) 1, 38  

Carty, Belle Nichols, 1855-1932 43  

Case, John F.  12  

Case, Laura Jane, 1863-1931 42  
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Cave Spring (Mo.) 8, 47, 49-51  

Cedar County (Mo.) 1-2  

Cedar Grove (Mo.) 49  

Centerville (Mo.) 3, 25, 46  

Cherry Valley (Mo.) 45 Yes 

Childs, Albert 42  

Christian County (Mo.) 2, 53-58  

Church work  7-40, 44-58  

Churches--Missouri 7-40, 44-58  

Cole Camp (Mo.) 42  

Cooley, Jane Welch 41  

Cornell (Mo.) 8, 21, 44, 49-50 Yes 

Counts, Richard A. 41  

Crandell, Edwin A. 41, 46  

Crandell, Laura, 1855-1931 43  

Crawford County (Mo.)  1-2, 5, 8, 39, 42, 48, 53-58  

Crest (Mo.) 42  

Cropper, Jim 42  

Cunningham, S. A. 41  

Current River (Mo. and Ark.) 7, 48-50  

Current River Development Association 7  

Current River Protective Association 7  

Current River Rainbow Trout Club 7  

Current-Eleven Point Rivers Association 7  

Dade County (Mo.) 1, 7, 51  

Dallas County (Mo.) 2  

Dawt Mill (Mo.) 2-3  

Democrat-Bulletin (Salem, Mo.) 43  

Dennis, William Oliver, 1855-1931 42  

Dent County (Mo.) 2, 6, 8-9, 38, 41, 43-44, 49  

Dent County Centennial 6, 41, 47  

Dent, Lewis, 1808-1880 6  

Dent, Mark 41  

Depressions--1929--United States 25-27, 48  

Desloge, Firmin 42  

Dickison, Cecil B., 1861-1931 42  

Distilling, Illicit 42-43  

Dodds, Anna Jane Wilson 41  

Doms, May E.  37-39  

Dooley, Josephine Boyce, 1864-1931 6, 41  
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Index Term Folder Image 

Douglas County (Mo.) 2, 43, 52-58  

Dunham, Isaac A., 1854-1931 41  

Dye & Buckner 41  

Dye, Ary B. Sprague, 1858-1928 41  

Dye, E. L. 41  

Dye, Martha Marsh Grigsby, 1853-1928 41  

Edgar Springs (Mo.) 41  

Elephant Rocks (Mo.) 19, 46, 49  

Eleven Point River (Mo.) 51  

Ellington (Mo.) 2, 51  

Elmer, William P. 41  

Eminence (Mo.) 2, 7, 37, 48-51  

Emmaus Asylums for Epileptics and Feeble-Minded 

(Marthasville, Mo.) 

17  

Enders, Charles 21-22  

Engelbrecht, Arthur J. 21  

Estes, Benjamin F., 1853-1930  41  

Evangelical and Reformed Church 8  

Evangelical Mission for Girls 19  

Evangelical Synod of North America 8, 14-15, 18-24, 32  

Evangelical Women's Union 22-24, 26, 30  

Evangelical Young People's Federation 9, 24-25  

Fairview (Mo.) 8, 44, 49-52 Yes 

Faulkenberry, J.  37  

Flett, John Harvey, 1849-1928 27, 41, 47  

Flett, Sarah J. Frost, 1847-1938 43, 51  

Flour mills--Missouri 2, 52  

Floyd, Jessie Robertson 41  

Fowler, Mary Lavina, 1853-1931 43  

Frank, Thomas Barton 41  

Frankenfeld, J. W. 17, 50  

Franklin County (Mo.) 2, 54  

French, William Aden 7  

Frisch, Charles H. 3  

Gaines, Taylor 41  

Galloway, James S. 42  

Galloway, Jesse 42  

Gearhart, Valentine Packwood, 1850-1932 43  

Gibbs, Amanda, 1854-1931 41  

Gilbert, E. D.  16  
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Giles, William M. 42  

Gill, Charles E. 6, 8, 41, 43, 46  

Gillman, Laura 19, 23-24  

Gillum, W. W. 13  

Glenco (Mo.) 42  

Goodnight Mill (Mo.) 2  

Gordon, J. B. 41  

Grant, Julia Dent, 1826-1902 43  

Greer Mill (Mo.) 2, 51  

Greer Spring (Mo.) 2, 41, 51  

Hadley, Edwin C.  14-15  

Hagler, Thomas Jefferson 41  

Hahatonka State Park (Mo.) 8, 50  

Halbrook, John W., 1853-1932 43  

Halbrook, Mary, 1856-1931 41  

Hall, Leonard 7  

Hardage (Mo.) 50-51  

Harmon, Thomas, 1842-1931 41  

Hartville (Mo.) 42  

Haskins, R. F., Mrs., 1861-1931 42  

Hasten, Sarah C., 1857-1930  41  

Hayes, Margaret 41  

Hegner, Simon, 1861-1932 43  

Hickory County (Mo.) 1, 22, 44  

Highley, E. H.  41  

Hodges, Helen Wallace, 1962-1931 41  

Hodges, Nancy Emiline Purcell, 1857-1930 41  

Hodges, Thomas 8, 41  

Hogan School (Mo.) 45 Yes 

Home Mission Board of the Evangelical Church 12-22, 24, 26-27, 31-35, 49  

Horner School (Shannon County, Mo.) 45 Yes 

Horstmann, J. H. 44  

Howell County (Mo.) 1, 5, 44  

Howell family 6, 39  

Howell, G. W. 8  

Howes Mill (Mo.) 2, 25, 47, 51  

Huffman, Angie, 1851-1931 42  

Hughes, M. P., 1853-1930 42  

Hurricane Deck (Mo.) 50  

Iron County (Mo.) 1, 9, 46-47, 53-58  



(R0008) Paul A. Wobus Papers  Page 9 

 

Go to top 

Index Term Folder Image 

Iron industry and trade  6-7, 41  

Iron mines and mining--Missouri 6-7, 41  

Jackson Mill (Mo.) 52-53  

Jadwin School (Mo.) 45 Yes 

Jadwin, Ida Pettigrew, 1873-1927 41  

Johns, Benjamin Franklin, 1854-1930 41  

Jones, James Wright, 1846-1928 41  

Jones, Sarah Washington Rhodes, 1875-1932 43  

Kansas City, Clinton and Springfield Railway 

Company 

4  

Keith, James B., 1850-1931 42  

Keith, W. W., 1855-1931 42  

Kenamore, Rufe, 1846-1928 41  

Kester, Missouri Isabella, 1854-1931 42  

Kesterson, Elizabeth Jane, 1832-1931 42  

Ketchem, Imal 41  

King School (Missouri) 45 Yes 

Kitchen, Margaret Jane, 1838-1932 43  

Krusekopf, H. H. 15-17, 20, 46  

Kyle, James J., 1867-1931 42  

Laclede County (Mo.) 2, 44, 49, 53-58  

Lake of the Ozarks (Mo.) 8  

Laramore, Mollie 14-15  

Lawrence County (Mo.) 2  

Lay, Henry P., 1872-1931 43  

LeCompte, J. Henry, 1850-1931 42  

Lenox, David Taylor, 1847-1932 43  

Leonard, A. W. ("Wing"), -1931 7, 41  

Lesterville (Mo.) 44  

Lindsey, A. N. 43  

Loftis, James Marion, 1860-1931 42  

Lough, Malinda J.  43  

Luna, John T.  42  

Mahoney, James F. 43  

Maness, E. F. 43  

Masonry (Secret order)--Missouri 42  

McClellan, Alva Richard, -1932 43  

McClure, Samuel Lewis, 1851-1931 43  

McDonald County (Mo.) 44  

McDonald, Sarah Elizabeth Blackwell, 1848-1931 41  
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McHaffie, James Polk 42  

McMurtrey School (Mo.) 45 Yes 

McMurtrey, Alexander Thomas 4  

McMurtrey, John Erasmus, 1853-1932 43  

McNabb, Frank R.  15, 17  

McNeil, James Madison, 1861-1931 43  

McSpadden, Lewis Cass, 1852-1931 41  

Medlock, Mary, 1842-1938  41  

Midridge (Mo.) 52  

Mill Creek School (Mo.) 45 Yes 

Miller County (Mo.)  44  

Mills and mill-work--Missouri 1-3, 6-7, 41, 46, 50-52  

Missions 11, 13-35, 46-58  

Missouri Conference for Social Welfare 16  

Missouri District of the Evangelical Synod 8  

Missouri Lumber and Mining Company 8  

Missouri Southern Railroad 41  

Missouri State Board of Charities and Corrections 15-16  

Missouri Sunday-School Association 13-15, 25, 29  

Montague, Sue Goodfellow, 1849-1930 41  

Montauk (Mo.) 6, 41, 47-48  

Morgan County (Mo.) 2, 44  

Morgan, E. L.  20, 24  

Mount Zion Community Church (Akers, Mo.) 9-10, 45 Yes 

Moyer, Myrtle 19-21, 46, 49-50  

Muench, Ferdinand 42  

Munsell Chapel (Shannon County, Mo.) 7  

Munsell family 7  

Munsell School (Mo.) 45 Yes 

Newton County (Mo.) 2, 53-58  

Oregon County (Mo.) 1-2, 52  

Organ, Minnie Katherine, 1870-1931 43  

Osage Iron Works 13  

Owls Bend (Mo.) 7, 45, 49 Yes 

Owls Bend School (Mo.) 7  

Ozark Community Council 8-9  

Ozark County (Mo.) 2, 52-58  

Ozark Magazine 12  

Ozark National Scenic Riverways (Mo.) 7-8, 10  

Pace, Absalom, 1839-1930 41  



(R0008) Paul A. Wobus Papers  Page 11 

 

Go to top 

Index Term Folder Image 

Pace, William Spencer, 1858-1931 43  

Pace, Willis, 1845-1930 41  

Peck, John Madison 43  

Peck, Thomas Jefferson, 1862-1932 43  

Pemberton, Martha Caroline, 1853-1932 43  

Phelps County (Mo.) 2, 41, 51  

Pine Valley School (Mo.) 45 Yes 

Pioneer Cooperage Company (Saint Louis, Mo.) 41  

Pitchford, Rebecca Ann, 1850-1931 42  

Polk County (Mo.) 1, 4, 14, 53-58  

Poth, George M. 14, 16  

Potter, Tressie Caroline, 1842-1931 41  

Pratt, Martha E., 1851-1931 42  

Prugh, Camilla 51  

Pruitt, William Jefferson, 1851-1931 41  

Pryor, John, 1851-1930 41  

Pulaski County (Mo.) 44  

Pulltight Mill (Mo.) 49  

Purcell, Margaret Katherine McFarlan, 1845-1931 10, 43  

Purcell, Sylvenous Belford 36  

Pyatt, Mary Catherine Smith, 1854-1931 41  

Race relations 6  

Railroads--Missouri 1-2, 4, 8, 20, 38, 47, 49, 

53-58 

 

Rainbow Springs Resort (Ozark County, Mo.) 42  

Rector (Mo.) 8, 44, 51  

Reynolds (Mo.) 7  

Reynolds County (Mo.) 2, 16, 19, 51  

Rhodes, Sarah Washington 43  

Rice, Elisha O., 1845-1926 41  

Rice, James S., 1829-1915 41  

Ripley County (Mo.) 1  

Rolla (Mo.) 51  

Rome (Mo.) 41, 52  

Rosati (Mo.) 41  

Round Spring (Mo.) 50-51  

Rural churches 8-58  

Rural clergy 1-58  

Russell, George Washington, 1873-1930 41  

Saint Clair County (Mo.) 1, 51  
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Saint Francois County (Mo.) 46-47  

Saint John Evangelical Church (Manchester, Mo.) 4, 8, 25-26, 34, 36, 38-39  

Saint Louis and San Francisco Railroad Company 1, 4, 8, 20, 38, 47, 49  

Sainte Genevieve County (Mo.) 1  

Salem (Mo.) 6, 8-9, 15, 25, 28, 37, 39, 

48-49, 51 

 

Salem Academy (Mo.) 6, 41  

Salem Concert Band (Mo.) 43  

Salem Mining Company 41  

Salem, Winona & Southern Railroad 41-42  

Sankey, L. L. 41  

Save the Children Federation 9, 36-39  

Schuch, J. N.  15  

Shannon County (Mo.)  1-3, 7-10, 28, 32, 44, 48, 

53-58 

 

Shannon County Historical Society (Mo.) 7  

Shannondale (Mo.) 7, 48-52  

Shannondale Community Church-Center (Mo.) 7-8, 10, 28, 32, 34-35, 44, 

49 

Yes 

Shawnee School (Mo.) 45 Yes 

Shoemaker, Floyd C. 6, 20, 39  

Short Bend (Mo.) 6, 41  

Sinkin (Mo.) 8, 20-21, 47  

Sligo & Eastern Railroad 41  

Sligo (Mo.) 41  

Sligo Furnace Company 41  

Smith, Dudley L. 41  

Smith, Ernest A. 14, 16  

Smith, Hannah, 1844-1926 41  

Smith, James N.  41  

Smith, R. G. ("Uncle Dick") 41  

Spence, J. E. 15  

Stafford, Fayet E., 1860-1930 41  

Stafford, Sarah Groggins, 1868-1930 41  

Stagner, Thomas Jefferson, 1849-1931 41  

Stephens, John M. 41  

Stevenson, E. B. 14  

Stone Hill (Mo.) 6, 8, 21, 24-25, 32, 41, 43-

44, 46-19, 51-52 

 

Stover (Mo.) 12  
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Sturdivant, Thomas, 1864-1928 41  

Summersville (Mo.) 3  

Summy, Francis Marion, 1863-1929 41  

Sutton Creek School (Mo.) 45 Yes 

Sutton, Doris Jean 45 Yes 

Sweeney, D. W.  41  

Taff, J. W., 1855-1928  41  

Talbot, Homer 15-16  

Taney County (Mo.) 44  

Taylor, Alva W. 8, 14-16  

Taylor, Hurbert 41  

Teague, Syntha Ann, 1850-1931 41  

Terrill, Caroline Pankey, 1848-1928 41  

Terrill, Mervin 41  

Texas County (Mo.) 2-3, 9, 41  

Three Brothers (Ark.) 52  

Topaz (Mo.) 52  

Troublesome Hollow (Shannon County, Mo.) 8, 32  

Trundle, Dan Amos, 1868-1930 41  

Turner, William, 1851-1931 43  

Union Hill School (Mo.) 44 Yes 

United Church of Christ--Missouri--History 9, 41, 48  

Van Buren (Mo.) 9, 39, 52  

Vieth, Paul H. 22  

Walbridge, Cyrus P. 42  

Wallace, E. J.  40  

Walnut Grove (Mo.) 4 Yes 

Ware, Hugh 41  

Ware, S. H., 1851-1930 41  

Washington County (Mo.)  2, 48, 53  

Watkins, James H., 1844-1928 6, 41  

Welch Spring (Mo.) 52  

Welch, James R. 41  

Wesley, Charles M. 9  

West Eminence (Mo.) 41  

West Plains (Mo.) 41  

Wiesenborn, Viola 19  

Wilcoxon, O. C 43  

Wilson, Anna Jane, 1847-1934 41  

Wittrock, Louise Fischer, 1839-1931 41  
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Wobus, Olga Kruse, 1896-1987  10-11, 14, 46-52  

Wobus, Paul A., 1893-1982 1-58  

Wofford, Eliza A. Welch, 1868-1931 41  

Wright County (Mo.) 44  

Yount, R. L. 7, 19  

Yount, Zenith F. 7-8, 10, 21, 25, 46-52  

 


