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Biographical Note:  

 

William A. Ruyle was born February 21, 1839, to Gideon A. and Mary (Looney) Ruyle in Polk 

County, Missouri. He enlisted in the Confederate Army on January 11, 1862, at Pleasant Prairie 

Chapel in Polk County, Missouri. He was elected sergeant of the group, which initially organized 

as a cavalry company. They were later transferred to the 5th Missouri Infantry. Under generals 

Sterling Price and Earl Van Dorn, the 5th Missouri participated in the battle of Pea Ridge, 

Arkansas (known as Elkhorn Tavern by the Confederacy). After this Confederate defeat, the 5th 

Missouri was transferred to Corinth, Mississippi, and took part in the battles of Corinth, Iuka, 

and Bakers Creek, Mississippi. Ruyle was captured along with his regiment at Vicksburg. 

 

Ruyle was parole at Vicksburg and was sent to a parole camp at Demopolis, Alabama, He 

remained at Demopolis only four days before leaving the camp and crossing the Mississippi 

River into Arkansas. He located the Confederate company organized from exchanged prisoners 

from Vicksburg. This company performed scouting duties along the Mississippi and Arkansas 

Rivers. Ruyle returned to Missouri after the war where he died in 1907. 

 

Arrangement:  

 

The collection has been arranged in its original order in one folder.  

 

Scope and Content Note: 

 

The collection contains a transcript of a letter written by William A. Ruyle to his father, 

describing his wartime experiences with the 5th Regiment, Missouri Infantry. It includes accounts 

of the Battle of Elkhorn Tavern (also known as Pea Ridge), Arkansas, and events prior to the 

surrender of Vicksburg, Mississippi. 
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