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Biographical Note:

The Cook family has its antecedents in the Smith and Havins families of Kentucky and Alabama.
The Smith and Havinses began moving westward in the 1830s and while some settled in
southwestern Missouri, others moved on to homestead in Texas and northwestern Arkansas.

Arrangement:
The collection has been arranged in its original order in five folders.
Scope and Content Note:

The collection consists of photocopies of letters, estate papers, and miscellaneous documents,
principally pertaining to Cook’s ancestors in southwestern Missouri. Folders 1 and 2 contain the
various family correspondence and are arranged chronologically. Cook inherited the manuscripts
upon the death of his grandmother, and he has used some of the papers as sources for a series of
articles in the Neosho Daily Times entitled “Out of the Attic.” Photocopies of several of these
articles have been placed in folder 5. Folder 5 also contains photocopies of some family
photographs.

Of interest are the correspondence and papers of Lieutenant J.W. Roseberry who served in the
Confederate Army with the 16" Regiment, Missouri VVolunteers. Roseberry wrote to his family
from army camps in Arkansas and Louisiana, and his letters contain interesting comments on the
war and the army, including a religious revival in the camps in late 1864. He surrendered with
the army in 1865, and included are photocopies of his parole and oath of allegiance. There is also
a letter of recommendation from the elders of a church at Camp Allen, Louisiana, attesting to
Roseberry’s good standing in the congregation there.

Also of interest are an eyewitness account of the San Francisco Earthquake and fire in 1906, a
letter from Clara Smith Steichen, wife of the famed photographer Edward Steichen, in which she
describes events in Europe at the beginning of World War II.

Container List:

Box 001 f.1 Correspondence and estate papers, 1782-1875

f.2 Correspondence and estate papers, 1883-1978

f.3 Farm diaries, 1875-1876

f.4 Miscellaneous papers, 1816-circa 1875

f.5 Miscellaneous genealogical notes and records, 1930s-1946
Index:
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Alexander, Nicholas 1,4
Arkansas--History--Civil War, 1861-1865 1 |
Barry County (Mo.) 2,4 |
Booneville (Mo.) 1 |
Bridges--Missouri--Newton County 1 |
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Cabool (Mo.) 1

Caldwell County (Tex.) 1 |

\California—-History |2 |

Camden (Ark.) 1 |

Camp Allen (La.) 1 |

Carroll County (Ark.) 1 |

Carrollton (Ark.) 1 |

Choctaw Nation 5 |

Confederate States of America. Army. Missouri Infantry Brigade, 24 [1,5 |

Confederate States of America. Army. Missouri Infantry Regiment, 16" [1,5 |

Cook family 1-5 Yes

Cook, Warren 1-5 Yes

Cooper County (Mo.) 1,4

Dallas County (Mo.) 1

Earthquakes--California 2

Erath County (Tex.) 1

Farm life 1-3

Grenville (Tex.) 1

Guerrillas--Missouri--History--Civil War, 1861-1865 1

Havins, Thomas, 1822-1901 1,4-5

Havins/Havens family 1-5

Hobart (Okla.) 2

Hopkins County (Tex.) 1

Huse/Hughes family 1,4

Jefferson County (Ohio) 1

Keetsville (Mo.) 4

Kent (Mo.) 2-3

Lawrence County (Ala.) 1,4-5

Lee County (Va.) 1

Louisiana--History--Civil War, 1861-1865 1

Macon County (Mo.) 1

Military bases--Arkansas--Monticello 1

Military bases--Louisiana--Camp Allen 1

Missouri--History--Civil War, 1861-1865 1

Mitchell, Ozro, 1861-1906 1-2,5 Yes

National Grange 3

Neosho (Mo.) 1-4

Newton County (Mo.) 1-5

Newton County Agricultural and Mechanical Society (Mo.) 3-5

Newtonia (Mo.) 1
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Payne, Charles 2

‘PhySiCianS--MiSSOUI’i--Washburne’s Prairie |2, 4 |

Physio--Medical Institute (Chicago, 11l.) 2 |

Pine Log War 5 |

\Prosperity (Mo.) |2 |

Randolph County (Mo.) 1 |

\Roseberry family |1-5 |

Roseberry, Amanda 1,35 |

Roseberry, C.S. 4 |

Roseberry, E.C., 1868-1946 1,35 |

Roseberry, J.W. 1,3,5 [Yes

San Francisco (Calif.)--Earthquake, 1906 2

Scarritt Collegiate Institute 2

Seven Star Springs (Mo.) 5

Sevier County (Ark.) 1

Slave trade--Arkansas 1

Slave trade--Missouri 1

Smith, Charlotte 1-2,4-5 |Yes

Smith, David 1-2, 4-5

Smith, J.R. 1,4-5

Springfield (Mo.) 2

Steichen, Clara 2,5 Yes

Unionville (Mo.) 2

United Daughters of the Confederacy 5

United States--History---Civil War, 1861-1865 1,5
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