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Biographical Note:

Edward Walter Sowers was born on April 1, 1905, at Waverly, Missouri, the first of ten children
born to William and Alice Staley Sowers. He was reared on farms near Hazel Hill and Mayview,
and was educated at schools in Mayview and Higginsville. He attended the University of
Missouri at Columbia, and earned a degree in journalism in 1928. Soon after his graduation he
moved to Boonville, Missouri, upon being offered a position as editor of the Boonville
Advertiser. It was in Boonville that he met Alma Skerik, whom he married in June 1937. Sowers
continued to edit newspapers in Boonville and Excelsior Springs until 1942, when he and two
silent partners bought the weekly Rolla New Era. He soon bought out his partners and
reorganized the paper as a five-day daily, the Rolla Daily News. In partnership with his wife and
three sons, he continued to publish the paper until his death from heart disease in 1982.

During his lifetime Sowers was editor and/or owner and publisher of ten Missouri newspapers.
They included the Boonville Advertiser and Central Missourian in Boonville, the Excelsior
Springs Daily Standard, the St. James Leader and St. James Journal, the Fort Leonard Wood
Sentinel and Gateway Guide, and the Rolla Advertiser, Rolla New Era, and Rolla Daily News.

The University of Missouri was one of Sowers’s constant concerns, particularly in regard to
operations related to its campus at Rolla. Although he was an alumnus of the Columbia campus,
and served as president of its Alumni Association in 1962-1963, Sowers remained sensitive to
the needs of the Rolla campus. He successfully lobbied against the separation of the Rolla
campus, then known as the University of Missouri School of Mines and Metallurgy, from the
University System.

Arrangement:
The collection has been arranged into the following six series with two subseries:

Sowers Family

Sowers Newspapers, Inc.

Newspaper Associations

University of Missouri

Politics and Foreign Relations
Printed Materials
Correspondence

Correspondence

Scope and Content Note:

Sowers Family

This series contains miscellaneous papers, including a genealogy of the Sowers family and an
autobiography by Edward W. Sowers; correspondence concerning the Reverend and Mrs. Paul

Skerik of Vsetin, Czechoslovakia, cousins of Alma Skerik Sowers; and a printed pamphlet
concerning the Sowers family’s trip to Europe in 1964. This series is arranged by subject matter.
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Sowers Newspapers, Inc.

This series consists of correspondence concerning several press associations with which Edward
W. Sowers was allied as a member and/or officer. Most of the material in the collection pertains
only to the Rolla Daily News and the Gateway Guide, but there are two folders of
correspondence and allied material concerning the Sentinel, a weekly paper published by Sowers
for one year under contract with the United States Army at Fort Leonard Wood. This series is
arranged by subject matter.

University of Missouri

This series contains correspondence with chancellors and officers of the University of Missouri
system, particularly in connection with the Rolla and Columbia campuses, and search for a
chancellor at Rolla. There are also materials related to Sowers’ tenure as president of the
University of Missouri Alumni Association, and reunions of the Class of 1928 at Columbia,
Missouri. The files also contain numerous letters to and from governors, legislators, curators, and
chancellors, and they reflect Sowers's concern for the Rolla campus, especially in searches for
new chancellors. This series is arranged in its original order.

Politics and Foreign Relations

This series contains printed materials and correspondence regarding Sowers’ interest and
participation in politics and foreign relations. Sowers was intensely interested in American
foreign policy, and there are a dozen folders concerned with the topic. He traveled extensively
throughout the world on tours that were as much “fact-finding” trips as they were vacations. His
itineraries included Europe, South America, Africa, China, and Taiwan. His impressions during
these travels led him to worry that the United States was losing its grip on world leadership to
communism, and he was convinced that the American government was pursuing absolutely the
wrong courses in instituting trade sanctions against Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe), and in opening
negotiations which would transfer control of the Panama Canal, the latter a subject of his fiercest
editorials. The printed materials subseries contains his observations that were printed as
editorials in the Rolla Daily News, and later he published them in a three-part series of
pamphlets, “Jet Hopping Up and Down and Around the World.” Part Three of the series
describes his visit to East Asia in 1977 as a member of a “Study Mission” sponsored by the
National Newspaper Association. Several members of the group also published their own
observations on the trip, which included both China and Taiwan. The correspondence subseries
contains correspondence, editorial, and miscellaneous printed materials concerning various
conservative political causes and associations, organized alphabetically by topic.

General Correspondence

This series consists of general correspondence with legislators, public officials, business
associates, and personal friends. A prolific correspondent and editorialist, Sowers had a long-
standing policy of forwarding copies of his significant writings to numerous state and federal
legislators, officials, and fellow newspaper professionals. His files contain correspondence with
many Missouri governors and legislators, including John M. Dalton, Christopher “Kit” Bond,
Stuart Symington, James Kirkpatrick, and Richard Ichord. He also corresponded frequently with
officials of the Nixon administration and with Ronald Reagan’s campaign committees. The
series is arranged alphabetically.
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Container List:

f.1-6
Box 001

f.7-21

f. 22-26

f. 27-31

f. 32-45

f.
f.
f.
f.
f.

f.

—h

Sowers Family

1 Edward Sowers autobiography, 1975

2 Sowers biography and family papers, 1956-1966

3 “Philip Sauer and His Legacy to American — The Sowers Clan,”
by Edward W. Sowers, 1967

4 Correspondence with Reverend and Mrs. Paul Sherik, 1964-1978

5 “The Sowers Newspaper Family’s ‘Big Lift’ to Europe,” by
Edward W. Sowers, 1963-1964

6 Photographs, no date
Sowers Newspapers, Inc.
7 Correspondence, 1942-1980
8 Advertising, 1942-1969
9 Adbvertising, J.C. Penney Company, 1958-1959
10 Advertising, Sarasota Terrace Club, 1955-1957
11 Advertising rate cards and circulation data, Rolla Daily News and
Fort Gateway Guide, 1954-1966
12 Advertisers and commission paid, 1968-1969
13 Applications for employment, Rolla Daily News, 1946-1969
14 Expenses, notes, and miscellaneous material, 1966-1971
15 Fort Wood Sentinel, correspondence, 1957-1961
16 Fort Wood Sentinel, 1961
17 Correspondence, machinery, 1965-1967
18 Marketing, 1951-1972
19 Correspondence, newspaper polls, 1964
20 Rolla Daily News, progress edition, 1968
21 Unemployment compensation, 1975-1976
Newspaper Associations
22 Inland Daily Press Association, 1962-1970
23 Media Club, Saint Louis, Missouri, 1970-1979
24 Missouri Associated Dailies, circa 1966-1969
25 Missouri Press Association, 1964-1971
26 Newspaper Enterprise Association, 1965-1980
University of Missouri
27 Correspondence, 1958-1980
28 Alumni Association, 1957-1980
29 Class of 1928 reunions, 1957-1979
. 30-31 Correspondence, University of Missouri — Rolla, 1964-1980
Politics and Foreign Relations
. 32-35 Printed Materials
f. 32 “Jet Hopping Up and Down and Around the World,” 1973
f. 33 “Jet Hopping Up and Down and Around the World,” Phase
I, South America and Africa, 1974
f. 34 “Jet Hopping Up and Down and Around the World,” Phase
I11, the Orient, 1977
f. 35 The Orient, 1977
. 36-45 Correspondence
f. 36 American Security Council, 1968-1979
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f. 46-107

Box 002

f. 37
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United State Relationship with China and Taiwan, 1977-
1978

Committee on Communist Infiltration, 1965-1968

Missouri Coalition for Peace Through Strength, 1980

National Foreign Policy Conference for Editors and
Broadcasters, 1977

Panama Canal transfer negotiations, 1976-1978

Economic sanctions, Rhodesia, 1973-1977

Young Democrats for Freedom, Missouri Chapter, 1965-
1975

Young Democratic Clubs of Missouri, 1977-1980

Editorials by Edward W. Sowers, no date

General Correspondence

A, miscellaneous, 1947-1980

“All American Family,” 1957-1961
Ashcroft, John, 1974-1976

B, miscellaneous, 1957-1980

Bond, Christopher ‘Kit’, 1970-1975

Boy Scouts of America, 1957-1958

Bush, Hilary A., 1962-1964

C, miscellaneous, 1961-1980

Crane, Philip M., 1978-1979

Curtis, Thomas B., 1967-1974

D, miscellaneous, 1945-1980

Dalton, John H., 1973

Dalton, John M., 1959-1972

Danforth, John C., 1970-1978

E miscellaneous, 1964-1972

Eagleton, Thomas F., 1964-1978

F, miscellaneous, 1966-1980

Fisher, Roy, 1975-1979

Ford, Gerald R., 1974-1976

Frontier Tower Life Insurance Company, 1969-1970
G, miscellaneous, 1957-1971

H, miscellaneous, 1961-1977

Hearnes, Warren E., 1962-1972

Helms, Jesse, 1976-1980

Hitch, Charles J., 1968

Ichord, Richard H., 1964-1979

J, miscellaneous, 1962-1977

K, miscellaneous, 1957-1980

Kansas City Royals baseball club, 1977-1979
Kirkpatrick, James C., 1965-1979

L, miscellaneous, 1961-1968

Lane, Thomas A., 1960-1969

Long, Edward V., 1961-1968

M, miscellaneous, 1958-1970

Martin, Luther W., 1967

Missouri Public Expenditure Survey, 1972-1979
Missourians For Right to Work, Inc., 1978-1979
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f. 83 Morris, W.S. ‘Bill,” 1968

f. 84 N, miscellaneous, 1962

f. 85 Nixon, Richard M., 1968-1977

f. 86 O, miscellaneous, 1965-1977

f. 87 Oak Meadow Country Club, Rolla, Missouri, 1971

f. 88 P, miscellaneous, 1962-1977

f. 89 Phelps County Bank, 1962-1964

f. 90 Phelps County Centennial, 1957

f.91 Phi Kappa Theta, 98" Anniversary Convention, 1966

f. 92 Pi Kappa Alpha, 1962-1977

f. 93 Playboy Clubs International, 1962-1967

f.94 R, miscellaneous, 1965-1980

f. 95 Reagan, Ronald W., 1975-1980

Box 003 f.96 Rivers, C. Mendel, 1967-1968

f. 97 Rolla, Missouri, miscellaneous material, 1957-1976

f. 98 Rotary Club, Rolla, Missouri, 1955-1972

f. 99 S, miscellaneous, 1962-1980

f. 100 Sadler, Carl L. ‘Cap,” 1978

f. 101 St. Louis Cardinals baseball club, 1954-1968

f. 102 Symington, Stuart, 1962-1976

f. 103 T, U, V, miscellaneous, 1968-1980

f. 104 Union Electric Company, Saint Louis, Missouri, 1958-1959

f. 105 W, miscellaneous, 1957-1975

f. 106 Wallace, George C., 1968-1975

f. 107 Washington, D.C., Presidential Inaugural Ceremonies, 1961
Index:

Index Term Folder Image |

Africa--Description and travel 1,32-33,71
Agnew, Spiro T., 1918-1996 6, 105 Yes
Allison, Emery W., 1894-1977 46, 71 |
/American Security Council 36, 38-39, 41, 62, 71, 94 |
Ashcroft, John D., 1942- 48, 95 |
Atchley, Bill L., 1932-2000 30-31, 46 |
Blanton, Charles L., 1864-1948 49, 74
Blumer, John 36, 38
Bond, Christopher S., 1939- 21, 27, 50, 86
Boy Scouts of America. Ozark Empire Council |47, 51
Bray, William A. D., 1903-1979 16, 49, 74, 85
Buckley, William F., 1925-2008 49
Bush, Hilary A., 1905-1992 52 Yes
Carnahan, Mel, 1934-2000 74
Carter, James Earl, Jr., 1924- 7,49, 68, 71, 95, 105
China--Description and travel 1,7,32,34-35, 37, 40, 71-72, 77
Crane, Philip M., 1930-2014 54
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Index Term Folder Image |

Dale, E.L., 1890-1969 56
Dalton, John Hall, 1941- 57-58, 74 |
Dalton, John M., 1900-1972 1,5,57-58 |
Danforth, John C., 1936- 59, 68 |
\Eagleton, Thomas F., 1929- |61 \
Europe--Description and travel 1,5,32 |
Ferguson, Oliver B., 1916-1975 28, 62 |
Fike, Stanley R., 1913-1989 62, 102 |
First Presbyterian Church (Rolla, Mo.) 99 |
Fisher, Roy 63
Ford, Gerald R., 1913-1964 64,71, 74, 95 Yes
Forrester, James Donald, 1906-1979 62
Fort Gateway Guide (Fort Leonard Wood, Mo.) |7-8, 13, 15-16, 71, 74, 79, 85-86
Fort Leonard Wood (Mo.) 1,8, 15, 46,51, 71, 77
Fort Wood Sentinel (Fort Leonard Wood, Mo.) |8, 13, 15-16, 72
Freeman, Charles 91-92 Yes
Hearnes, Warren Eastman, 1923-2009 28,52, 68, 74, 85
Helms, Jesse, 1921-2008 41, 64, 69, 95
Hitch, Charles Johnston, 1910-1995 70 Yes
Ichord, Richard H., 1926-1992 15-16, 34, 36-38, 43, 64, 68, 71,

97

\Inland Daily Press Association (U.S.)

13,17, 22,24, 71

Journalism

1-2, 5, 7-26, 46-107

Kansas Press Association

14, 25

Kirkpatrick, James C., 1905-1997

31, 39, 63, 71, 75

Lane, Thomas A., 1906-1975 25, 77
Long, Edward V., 1908-1972 16, 71,78
Martin, Luther W., 1919-1996 71, 80
Media Club (Saint Louis, Mo.) 23
Military bases--Missouri 8, 86
Missouri Amateur Gold Association Foundation |2, 25, 79

Missouri Associated Dailies

8, 18, 24-25, 55, 85

\Missouri Coalition For Peace Through Strength

39,71

Missouri Press Association

7-8, 15-16, 25, 71, 74, 85

Missouri Public Expenditure Survey 81

Missouri. State Highway Patrol 17,30, 46, 105
Missourians For Right to Work, Inc. 71, 85
Morris, W.S. 83

Nelson, Edgar C. 68, 84
Newspaper Enterprise Association 22-26, 71
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\Vietnam

30, 38, 71, 73, 85, 102, 105

\Young Americans for Freedom. Missouri Chapter |41, 43, 45, 71, 105

Index Term Folder Image |
Newspaper publishing--Missouri 7-8, 11-13, 15-17, 22, 25, 71, 77,
79

Nixon, Richard Milhous, 1913-1994 6, 24, 49, 56, 64, 71, 77, 85

Ousley, Edward, 1913-2004 75, 86-87

Panama Canal 37,41, 54, 59, 64, 71

Phelps County (Mo.) 1-8, 11-12, 27, 71-72, 74, 89

Phelps County Bank (Rolla, Mo.) 27, 89

Pulaski County (Mo.) 1,7-8,11-12, 15, 43,51, 71, 77

Reagan, Ronald, 1911-2004 95

Rivers, Mendel C., 1905-1970 96

Skelton, Ike, 1931-2013 99 |

Skerik, Paul 1, 4, 102-103 |

\South America--Description and travel |32-35, 71 \

\Sowers family |1-6, 72,74 \

Sowers, Edward Walter, 1905-1982 1-107 Yes

‘Sowers’ Newspapers, Inc. |7-21, 67,71,74,76,79 ‘

Spradling, A.M., 1920-2004 11, 99 |

Symington, Stuart, 1901-1988 5,15-16, 71, 74, 102 |

\Taiwan--Description and travel |32, 34-35 \

Teasdale, Joseph P., 1936-2014 75,100, 103

\University of Missouri |2, 7,13,27 \

\University of Missouri Alumni Association |7, 27-31 \
|
|
|

\Young Democratic Clubs of Missouri

44
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