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Biographical Note:  

 

Sherrill Lewis Mitchell was born in 1832, in Tennessee to Spencer and Mary Lewis Mitchell. 

The family moved to Texas County, Missouri in the 1840s. Sherrill marriage Sarah Ann 

Bradford in the 1850s. Together they had eleven children, John H. James Spencer, Cornelius, 

Sherrill L., Mary Malinda, Albert, William, Martha, McDermott, Ruah, and Laura.  

 

James Spencer was born in 1858, in Licking, Missouri. He married Mary Lydia Morris in 1879, 

and together they had four children; Stanley, Dorsey, Louis T., and Bessie Virginia. Bessie was 

born in 1891, in Texas County, Missouri. Bessie survived the 1917 tornado that tore through 

Texas County, Missouri near Licking. She married William C. Baxter and together they had a 

daughter, Norma Ruth. Norma Ruth, known as Ruth married Ralph E. Schowalter in 1954. Ruth 

died in 2015 and is buried in Rolla, Missouri. 

 

Arrangement:  

 

The collection has been arranged in its original order in one folder.  

 

Scope and Content Note: 

 

The collection contains photocopies of reminiscences, newspaper clippings, and genealogical 

material concerning various members of the Mitchell family at Licking in Texas County, 

Missouri. Included are Bessie Mitchell Baxter’s recollections of the Civil War and a tornado that 

touched down in 1917. 
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Box 1 f. 1 Mitchell family papers, circa 1917-1980 
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