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Creator: Lake Spring Mercantile (Dent County, Mo.) 

 

Abstract: The Lake Spring Mercantile Records contains microfilm copies of account ledgers 

and daybooks of a general store at Lake Spring in the northwestern corner of Dent County, 

Missouri. The business was operated, first by John Hyer and John R. Flora, and then by 

Alexander C. Donnan. 

 

Collection Size: (2 rolls of microfilm) 

 

Language: Collection materials are in English.  

 

Repository: The State Historical Society of Missouri 

 

Restrictions on Access: Collection is open for research. This collection is available at The State 

Historical Society of Missouri Research Center-Rolla. If you would like more information, 

please contact us at rolla@shsmo.org. Collections may be viewed at any research center. 

 

Restrictions on Use: Materials in this collection may be protected by copyrights and other 

rights. See Rights & Reproductions on the Society’s website for more information about 

reproductions and permission to publish.  

 

Preferred Citation: [Specific item; box number; folder number] Lake Spring Mercantile 

Records (R0171); The State Historical Society of Missouri Research Center-Rolla [after first 

mention may be abbreviated to SHSMO-Rolla]. 

 

Donor Information: The records were loaned for microfilming to the University of Missouri by 

Mrs. Joe Ed [Janet] Bowles on September 22, 1983 (Accession No. RA0195).  

 

Related Materials: Additional materials related to the Lake Spring Mercantile Records can be 

found in the following collections:  

 

Union Independent Academy Records (R0127) 

Hyer and Fyan Families Papers (R1426) 
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Historical Note:  

 

The store at Lake Spring was established in 1856 by Dr. John Hyer, a physician and one of the 

earliest settlers in the area. Located at a junction of roads leading to Rolla, Salem, Licking, and 

the Maramec Iron Works, the site was well-suited for business, and a small village grew up 

which included not only Hyer's store and cabin, but also Dent County’s first post office. The 

Civil War ended business temporarily, but Dr. Hyer and John R. Flora re-opened the store in 

1866. They had previously collaborated as directors of the short-lived Union Independent 

Academy at Lake Spring. The extent or duration of Flora’s involvement in the firm, styled as 

“Hyer & Flora,” is unknown, but Hyer remained connected with the store until his death in 1890. 

Hyer’s son-in-law, Alexander C. Donnan, a prominent banker and politician in Rolla and Salem, 

then took over the business and styled it as “A. C. Donnan & Co.” 

 

Arrangement:  

 

The collection has been arranged into the following two series: 

 

Ledgers  

Daybooks  

 

Scope and Content Note: 

 

Ledgers 

 

This series contains materials related to a general store operation in Lake Spring, Missouri. There 

are a few miscellaneous entries in Volume 2 which deal with farm and business matters in 1941. 

Volume 1 includes records of both the store and Dr. John Hyer’s medical practice. This series is 

arranged chronologically. 

 

Daybooks 

 

This series consists of materials pertaining to a general store operation in Lake Spring, Missouri. 
Most of the transactions in the daybooks are itemized, and most of the account ledgers have 

name indexes. In volume 5 some of the daybook entries have been covered over with Dent and 

Phelps counties tax receipts pasted on the pages. This series is arranged chronologically. 

 

Container List: 
 

v. 1-4 Ledgers 

Roll 1 v. 1 Dr. John Hyer ledger, 1866-1869 

 v. 2 Store ledger, 1886-1890, 1941 

 v. 3 A. C. Donnan & Company ledger, 1895-1898 

 v. 4 Store and farm ledger, 1901-1905 

v. 5-7 Daybooks 

Roll 2 v. 5 Hyer and Flora daybook and tax ledger, 1869-1895  

 v. 6 daybook, 1886-1888 

 v. 7 daybook, 1887-1888 
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Index:  

 

Index Term Medium 

Dent County (Mo.) v. 1-7 

Donnan, Alexander C., 1860-1951 v. 2-4 

Flora, John R., 1833-1922 v. 1-7 

General stores--Missouri v. 1-7 

Hyer, John, 1810-1890 v. 1-7 

Lake Spring (Mo.) v. 1-7 

Lake Spring Mercantile (Dent Count, Mo.) v. 1-7 

Medical records v. 1 

 


