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Biographical Note:

B. F. Carney was born on November 8, 1878, in Barry County, Missouri. He married Effie May
Campbell in March 1899 and together they had one child, Gladys I. Effie died in June 1904. He
remarried a few years later to Cordye Elizabeth and together they had three children; Carrie
Pearl, Lynn D., and Benjamin F. Cordye died on September 6, 1947.

Carney created the ‘Carney dollar’ promissory note to prove his belief that currency was given
its value by peoples’ belief in the government meeting its obligation. Carney believed that the
community of Crane, Missouri, would believe in his backing of the ‘Carney dollar’ and would
use it as currency. Starting in February 1932, Carney began to print and circulate his ‘dollar’ in
the community. The community members used the notes as regular currency and after proving
his theory Carney recalled the notes, but only recouped half of them, as the rest were kept,
mostly as souvenirs.

B. F. Carney died May 18, 1937, and his son kept the promise of redeeming any note discovered
in keeping with his father’s wishes. Ben F. Carney Jr. was born September 30, 1915, and lived in
Crane, Missouri until his death on October 10, 2003.

Arrangement:

The collection has been arranged by material type.

Scope and Content Note:

The promissory note included was first issued to the Wiley Dry Goods store in Crane, Missouri.

Container List:

f. 1-2 B. F. Carney Dollar
Box 001 f.1 Promissory note, 1932
f.2 B. F. Carney dollar interview with Ben Carney Jr. and

transcription, 1970s-2004
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