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196  Records, 1884-1952 (bulk 1884-1925). 
   Two volumes and one folder. 
 
MICROFILM 
 
 
This collection is available at The State Historical Society of Missouri.  If you would like more information, 
please contact us at shsresearch@umsystem.edu. 

 
These are record books and miscellaneous papers of the Liberty Baptist Church northwest of 

Potosi in Washington County, Missouri.  The records consist of minutes of meetings and member-
ship information, 1884-1952, and a few pieces of correspondence, 1891-1936. 

 
The Liberty Baptist Church was organized sometime after the Civil War by former members of 

the Mount Zion (later Fourche-à-Renault) Baptist Church in Washington County.  Its congregation 
was slightly smaller than the parent organization, and remained so throughout its existence.  The 
congregation disbanded in the 1950s or 1960s. 

 
The surviving records of the Liberty Church consist of two volumes of church records and one 

folder of miscellaneous papers.  The record books include membership rolls with dates of admission 
and dismissal, some entered as late as 1952.  Minutes of monthly business meetings of the church are 
nearly complete for 1884-1925, with single entries for meetings in 1934 and 1951.  The minutes are 
usually a pro forma compliance with church rules governing business meetings.  They are a bit more 
detailed after 1910, apparently the result of the appointment of a new church clerk.  Aside from 
routine matters, the minutes note only the expulsion of offending members and the difficulties in 
engaging pastors to serve the rural congregation. 

 
Miscellaneous papers of the church, filed chronologically in the folder, include letters of ad-

mission and dismissal, some correspondence, and a fragmentary copy of the Articles of Faith of the 
church.  Undated items are filed at the end of the folder. 
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Shelf List 
 

These are record books and miscellaneous papers of the Liberty Baptist Church northwest of 
Potosi in Washington County, Missouri.  The records consist of minutes of meetings and member-
ship information, 1884-1952, and a few pieces of correspondence, 1891-1936. 

 
 

Volume 1:  Record book, 1884-1952. 
 
 Pages Contents 
 
 1-2 Letters of dismissal, 1920-1928. 
 4-12 Membership data, with dates of admission and dismissal, 1884-1952. 
 33-58 Minutes of meetings, October 1897--December 1935. 
 66-80 Minutes of meetings, 1901-1903. 
 81 Minutes of meeting, 15 May 1934. 
 82-163 Minutes of meetings, 1903-1921. 
 164 Church Covenant, n.d. 
 166 Rules of Decorum. 

http://shs.umsystem.edu/manuscripts/index.shtml
mailto:shsresearch@umsystem.edu


(R0196) Liberty Baptist Church (Washington County, Mo.), Records, 1884-1952 (bulk 1884-1925) 2 

 168-189 Minutes of meetings, 1913-1914. 
 198 Minutes of meeting, 10 October 1925. 
 enc Minutes of meeting, 7 September 1951. 
 
 
Volume 2:  Record book, 1884-1888. 
 
 Pages Contents 
 
 3-100 Minutes of meetings, May 1884--September 1888. 
 101 Church Covenant, 1884. 
 102 Rules of Decorum. 
 110-114 Church members, 1885-1888. 
 
 
Folder 1:  Miscellaneous papers, 1891-1936. 
 
 Articles of Faith, n.d. 
 Letter to the Baptist Association held at “Boon's Creek Church,” 5 September 1891. 
 Correspondence, 1935-1936. 
 Undated material. 
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Index Cards 
 

Baptists—Missouri—Washington County 
Church records and registers—Missouri—Washington County 
Churches—Missouri—Washington County 
Churches, Baptist 
Darst, Harry 
Liberty Baptist Church (Washington County, Mo.) 
Lore, Edward 
Lore, W. 
New Oak Hill Baptist Church (Anthonies Mill, Mo.) 
Puckett, John 
Reed, Everett 
Roberson, Firman 
Sappington, W. A. 
Simmons, John 
Stephens, Washington 
Valek, Joseph 
Washington County (Mo.) 


