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Tolman, William Long, 1833-1886.
Papers, 1852-1919.
Five folders, photocopies.

This collection is available at The State Historical Society of Missouri. If you would like more information,
please contact us at shsresearch@umsystem.edu.

These are papers of the Evans and Tolman families of Farmington, Missouri, mostly of Dr. Wil-
liam L. Tolman and his wife, Margaret Frances “Fanny” Evans (1840-1921). Included are letters
from relatives in California and Colorado, a file of letters from Civil War veterans seeking invalid
pensions, and a collection of stories concerning the early settlers of St. Francois County.

Margaret Frances “Fanny” Evans was born in St. Francois County, Missouri, on 20 December
1840, the daughter of David Evans and Catharine (Murphy) Evans. On 7 December 1869 she
married William Long Tolman, who was born on 23 July 1833 at Urbana, Champaign County, Ohio.
He was the son of Hosea and Elizabeth Tolman. He received an M.D. degree from Missouri Medical
College, St. Louis, in 1858. During the Civil War he was a surgeon with the Tenth Missouri
Cavalry. After the war he established a medical practice in Farmington, Missouri, which he
continued until his death on 23 April 1886. Fanny (Evans) Tolman continued to reside in
Farmington until her death on 25 June 1921.

This collection has three sections. The first consists of family and personal correspondence.
The second section relates to William L. Tolman’s service as a medical examiner for the Pension
Office after the Civil War, including letters from former military comrades seeking his testimony
concerning disability claims. The third section is a collection of anecdotal stories collected by Dr.
Tolman concerning some of the early settlers of St. Francois County and the surrounding area.

The personal and family correspondence begins with letters from Fanny Evans’s brother, Mi-
chael Bacon Evans, who sought his fortune in the gold fields of California. Particularly significant
here are his comments about factional strife there before and during the Civil War. Later there are
papers dealing with Michael’s murder by Mexican soldiers, and records of reparations paid to the
family by the government of Mexico. There are letters from Fanny’s relatives and friends in Mis-
souri, and from W. L. Tolman’s relatives in Colorado. In the late summer of 1882 Tolman visited
Colorado, and there are letters to him from his wife describing events in Farmington. The papers of
Fanny (Evans) Tolman continue until late in her life, and include items dealing with the Presbyterian
Church and Orphanage in Farmington, as well as announcements of various social and cultural
activities.

The second section, containing military and pension correspondence, 1866-1890, stems from
Dr. Tolman’s service as a Civil War surgeon with the Tenth Missouri Cavalry VVolunteers. This unit
participated in the Vicksburg and Meridian campaigns in Mississippi, returned to Missouri for the
defense against Price’s Raid in 1864, but ended the war back in the southeast at Macon, Georgia.
Tolman was mustered out at Nashville, Tennessee, in June 1865. The first items in this section are
concerned with the loss of Tolman’s personal effects and medical records in the sinking of the
steamboat B. M. Runyan in the Mississippi River on 21 July 1864. In 1872 Tolman was appointed
an examining surgeon on disability claims by the Pension Office of the Department of the Interior.
There are several circulars and other communications regarding this service. However, most of the
letters are from former comrades in the Tenth Missouri Cavalry who were seeking disability
pensions. They needed the testimony of their former medical officer to satisfy the requirements of
the Pension Office. However, since Tolman had lost his medical records in the sinking of the
Runyan, he asked that the applicants describe in detail when, where, and how they had been disabled,
and what treatments they had received. The resulting responses provide a unique record of service-
related injuries to Civil War soldiers.
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The final section is a collection of anecdotal accounts about some of the early settlers and
events in St. Francois County and the surrounding area. Compiled in 1878 by William Long Tol-
man, the seventeen-page manuscript recounts several stories, some alleged to have occurred over
fifty years previously. Some of the anecdotes are humorous, and deal with such subjects as frontier
justice, bear hunting, and wolf baiting. Family names mentioned in the stories include Holliman,
McFarland, Marks, Jekyll, Sebastian, and Murphy.
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These are papers of the Evans and Tolman families of Farmington, Missouri, mostly of Dr. Wil-
liam L. Tolman and his wife, Margaret Frances “Fanny” Evans (1840-1921). Included are letters
from relatives in California and Colorado, a file of letters from Civil War veterans seeking invalid
pensions, and a collection of stories concerning the early settlers of St. Francois County.

Folder 1: Personal and family correspondence, 1852-1884.
Folder 2: Personal and family correspondence, 1885-1919, n.d.
Folder 3: Military and pension correspondence, 1866-1883.
Folder 4: Military and pension correspondence, 1884-1890, n.d.

Folder 5: Memoir of early settlers and events, compiled in 1878 (17 pages).
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Alexander, William.
Ancient Order of United Workmen.
Arcadia (Mo.).

Arizona.

Arthur, John L.

Aurora (Calif.).

B. M. Runyan (steamboat).
Ballard, Patrick.

Barry, Josie.

Beal, Kate Marks.

Bear hunting—Mlissouri.
Beesley, James.

Bellevue Institute (Caledonia, Mo.).
Berryman, Elizabeth.
Billups, J. H.

Blake, William H.

Bogy, Joseph.

Bogy, Joseph V.

Boley, Samuel.

Boyce, John D.

Boyce, Mary L.

Boyce, Sam.

Boyd, Robert S.
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Brady, J. J.

Bresnahan, Jeremiah.

Brinton, James.

Burrough, Jacob H.

Busch, Henry.

Calaveras County (Calif.).
California—History—1850-1950.
Canon, Benton.

Canon, Eva.

Capps, Benjamin.

Carleton, Eliza A., 1826-1915.
Carleton Institute (Farmington, Mo.).
Carpenter, Powell.

Carthage (I11.).

Cayce, Milton P.

Cholera.

Clay, Green.

Clear Creek County (Colo.).
Coffer, George W.

Colorado.

Colorado—History.

Conner, James.

Cooper, William G.

Counts, N. J.

Crider, Marques D. L.

Crowder, Henry U.

Curry, A. P.

Dalton, T. T.

Datweiler, Jacob.

Daughters of the American Revolution. Sarah Barton Murphy Chapter (Farmington, Mo.).
Davis, Lowndes Henry, 1836-1920.
Delashmint, Michael.

Desloge (Mo.).

Dickison, Elias.

Dissection.

DuBose, Warner H.

Duncan, William C.

Dunn, Mary E.

Edens, John J.

Edington, David E.

Eisenberg, J. C.

Elmer, J. B.

Elmwood Presbyterian Home (Farmington, Mo.)
Elmwood Seminary (Farmington, Mo.).
Emerson, John Q.

Empire (Colo.).

Esmeralda Ranch (Nev.).
Esmeralda Ranch (Utah Territory).
Evans, David.

Evans, Ellis G.

Evans, James S.

Evans, Margaret Frances, 1840-1921.
Evans, Mary E.

Evans, Michael Bacon.

Evans, Narcis.

Evans, Sarah Jane.

Evans, William C.
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Fairmont (Mo.).

Farmington (Mo.).

Farmington (Mo.)—History.
Farmington College (Farmington, Mo.).
Farmington Library Association (Mo.).
Ferguson, Bruce.

Fudge, James B.

Godbey, John H.

Goeller, Frank.

Griffin, A. J.

Griffith, Emma.

Griffith, N. C.

Grimsley, Thornton.

Griss, Joseph.

Groves, Robert S.

Gunnison County (Colo.).

Hall, Henry R.

Hance, Joseph.

Harris, James U.

Harris, Sam.

Harrison Reduction Works (Leadville, Colo.).
Hickok, C. E.

Hicks, Richard M.

Hinrichs, Charles F., 1828- .
Holliman, Allen.

Holliman, Tom.

Holloman [SEE also Holliman.].
Holmes, Jim.

Holmes, Tom.

Holmes, William.

Holtmeyer, Diedrich.

Huey, Thomas M.

Huff, Benjamin F.

Hume, George H.

Irondale Furnace (Irondale, Mo.).
Ironton (Mo.).

Ithaca Consolidated Gold and Silver Mill and Mining Company.
Jackson, Elliott.

Jekyll, Ross.

Johnson, 1. M.

Kelly, Michael.

Kirkpatrick, Zenas.

Klein, Ernst.

Kugel, Adolph.

La Paz (Baja California Sur, Mexico).
Leadville (Colo.).

Litten, William.

Little, John.

Madden, George.

Manning, William M.

Maricopa County (Ariz.).

Marks, George.

Marks, Kate.

Marks, Reuben.

Marks, Thomas B.

Marks, Will.

Marks, William.
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McDonald, Michael.

McFarland, Jacob.

McGuire, Patrick.

Mcintyre, Peter.

Mexico—History.

Meyer, Jacob.

Millard, Charles M.

Mine La Motte (Mo.).

Mines and mineral resources—Arizona.
Mines and mineral resources—Colorado.
Missouri—History—Civil War, 1861-1865.
Missouri Cavalry—10" Regiment [SEE United States. Army. Missouri Cavalry Regiment, 10"]
Mono County (Calif.).

Moore, Seth.

Mormons.

Moyer, J. B.

Murphy, Isaac.

Murphy, Milton F.

Murphy, Richard.

Murphy, Tom.

Murphy, William M.

Murphys (Calif.).

Naugle, Levi.

New Tennessee Settlement (Sainte Genevieve County, Mo.).
Ogden (Utah).

O’Neal, William W.

Orchard, J. M.

Order of Chosen Friends.

Order of the Iron Hall.

Owens, G. W.

Pace, James M.

Peers, Luther K.

Pensions, Military—United States.

Pilot Knob (Mo.).

Poor Boy Mine (Empire, Colo.).

Potts, Henry.

Pratt, B. F.

Presbyterian Church—M issouri—Farmington.
Presbyterian Orphanage of Missouri (Farmington, Mo.).
Price, Benjamin F.

Produce trade.

Pruitt, William A.

Randall, Thomas R.

Read, Henry.

Reeves, James R.

Reeves, William.

Roe, John A.

Rogers, Martin L.

Rogers, William J.

Russell, B. F.

Russell, David.

Saint Francois County (Mo.).

Saint Francois County (Mo.)—History.
Saint Louis (Mo.).

Sainte Genevieve County (Mo.).

Saxon Colony for Agriculture, Manufacture and Navigation of Butler County (Poplar Bluff, Mo.).
Schwartz, Christian.
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Sebastian, George.

Sebastian, Jerry.

Sebastian, John W.

Sebastian, Moses.

Smith, James P.

St. Louis Smelting and Refining Company (Saint Louis, Mo.).
Sting, John.

Stinson, W. S.

Stone, William M.

Studdard, VVan Buren.

Sutherland, E. O.

Swain, Robert.

Table Mountain (Calif.).

Taylor, William R.

Ten Eyck, John C.

Thomas, John R.

Thurman, Lewis D.

Todd, Charles A.

Tolman, Margaret Frances (Evans), 1840-1921.
Tolman, Nat C.

Tolman, William Long, 1833-1886.

Travis, G. W., 1834-

United States. Army. Missouri Cavalry Regiment, 10"
United States. Dept. of the Interior. Pension Office.
United States. Surgeon-General's Office.
United States—History—Civil War, 1861-1865.
Utah—History.

Vallecito (Calif.).

Vogeli, Bernhart.

Wabash Railroad.

Walker, Francis A.

Wall, J. H.

Walsenburg (Colo.).

Walsh, Michael J.

Weatherford, Ebenezer.

Weber, Kossuth W.

Weeden, E. S.

Western Conservatory of Music (Rolla, Mo.).
Williams, Ambrose.

Wilson, Nathaniel.

Wolves—Missouri—Saint Francois County.
Woodruff, James A.

Woodruff, G. W.

Waulser, Peter.

Young, Herman.

Young, Jerry F.

Youree, Amanda J. (Murphy).

Zwart, Bernard.



