Information Sheet

R Hall, Leonard, 1899-
408 Papers, 1946-1983.
Forty-seven folders.

This collection is available at The State Historical Society of Missouri. If you would like more information,
please contact us at shsresearch@umsystem.edu.

These are papers of a conservationist, newspaper columnist, author, and lecturer. Prominent topics
include the Ozark National Scenic Riverways, the National Audubon Society, Defenders of Wildlife, and
wilderness areas. There are texts and notes for many of his articles, books, and lectures, as well as
scripts for several nature films.

Frederick Leonard Hall was born in Seneca, Missouri, on 30 October 1899, the son of Frederick
Bagby and Corinne (Steele) Hall. After service in the U.S. Navy during World War I, he attended
Washington University in St. Louis, Missouri, and the University of Wisconsin in Madison. In 1923 he
married Frances Mabley, who died in 1937. In 1941 he married Virginia Watson, who thereafter col-
laborated with her husband on many endeavors, particularly the production of nature films. In 1945 they
made their permanent home at “Possum Trot Farm” near Caledonia, Missouri.

In 1943 Leonard Hall became a regular columnist for the St. Louis Post-Dispatch, specializing in
“outdoor” writing. Over the years the focus of the column came to be upon "nature™ and the environ-
ment. In 1959 he moved the column to the St. Louis Globe-Democrat, where it appeared regularly until
1980. Hall was also the author of several books, including Possum Trot Farm (1948), Country Year
(1958), and Earth’s Song (1981), and many articles.

Hall served as chairman of the Advisory Commission for the Ozark National Scenic Riverways, and
on the boards of several environmental advocacy organizations, including Defenders of Wildlife, The
Humane Society of the United States, the Missouri Nature Conservancy, and the Missouri Conservation
Federation. He was named Missouri’s “Conservationist of the Year” in 1965, and won the Thomas
Stokes Award for writing on natural resources in 1959.

Hall’s self-described “high point” in his “conservation effort” was his advocacy for, and establish-
ment by the National Park Service of, the Ozark National Scenic Riverways on the Current and Jacks
Fork rivers in Missouri, the first such designation in the United States.

The Hall papers are most representative of his activities from the late 1950s to the early 1970s.
They are arranged alphabetically by topic and have been indexed (see “Index Cards”).

The largest single component of the Hall papers deals with the Ozark National Scenic Riverways
(folders 14-27). There are general correspondence and scripts for “Forever Yours,” a film produced for
the National Park Service by Leonard and Virginia Hall; and miscellaneous publications, clippings, and
other printed material dealing with the parklands. Another major section deals with motion-picture films
which Leonard and Virginia Hall produced for the National Audubon Society in the 1950s and 1960s.
The Halls then showed the films at lecture engagements. There are correspondence and scripts for the
films “Pursuit of Summer,” “Ozark Wildflowers,” “Audubon’s Wilderness,” “Birds Over Florida,” and
“Ozarks Anthology.”

There are several folders devoted to Hall’s writings, including published articles, an unpublished
book (“At Home on Earth”), and a draft of Earth’s Song. There are also groups of his newspaper col-
umns organized for submission for consideration for the Ernie Pyle Memorial Award (1963) and the
Thomas Stokes Award (1967). Folders 28 through 34 contain correspondence, note cards, and type-
scripts for speeches delivered by Hall, 1959-1982. Another major section (Folders 9 and 10) contains
correspondence, mostly with readers of Hall’s newspaper columns. Other folders deal with Defenders of
Wildlife and wilderness areas in Missouri. The latter contain newsletters and other materials from the
Missouri Wilderness Coalition.
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Shelf List

These are papers of a conservationist, newspaper columnist, author, and lecturer. Prominent
topics include the Ozark National Scenic Riverways, the National Audubon Society, Defenders of
Wildlife, and wilderness areas. There are texts and notes for many of his articles, books, and lec-
tures, as well as scripts for several nature films.

Folder Title, inclusive dates, content notes

01

02
03
04
05
06
07
08
09
10
11
12

13
14

15
16

17

18
19

20
21

22

Academy of Missouri Squires, 1970-1980.

Photograph: “New Squires” (including LH); minutes of meeting, 21
November 1980.

Audubon films -- Scripts, correspondence, 1956-1957.

Scripts for “Pursuit of Summer” and “Ozark Wildflowers.”
Audubon films -- “Audubon’s Wilderness,” 1960-1964.
Correspondence and scripts.

Audubon films -- “Audubon’s Wilderness,” credits, 1961-1962.
Correspondence with owners of illustrations, etc.

Audubon films -- “Birds Over Florida,” 1968-1970.
Correspondence and scripts.

Audubon films -- “Ozark Anthology,” 1956-1969.

Correspondence and scripts.

Awards, honors, etc., 1950-1978.

Includes “Missouri Conservationist of the Year, 1965.”

Cleveland, Harlan, 1964-1966.

Column -- Correspondence, 1972-1976.

Column -- Correspondence, 1977-1980.

Cottam, Clarence, 1964-1974.

Welder Wildlife Foundation, Sinton, Texas.

Defenders of Wildlife, 1971-1978.

LH on Board of Directors.

Gildea, Margaret C.-L., 1954-19609.

Ozark National Scenic Riverways -- Advisory Commission, 1965-1977.
LH was chairman; includes minutes of meetings.

ONSR -- Assessment of Alternatives, 1979-1980.

ONSR -- Correspondence, 1959-1968.

Includes “New Area Monthly Reports.”

ONSR -- Correspondence, 1968-1972.

LH removed from Advisory Commission, 1969.

ONSR -- Correspondence, 1973-1980, n.d.

ONSR -- Draft General Management Plan/Development Concept Plan,
1981.

ONSR -- Environmental Assessment/General Management Plan, 1980.
ONSR -- Film, “Forever Yours,” 1965-1968.

Correspondence and scripts.

ONSR -- Maps, clippings, miscellany, 1961-1981.

Folder Title, inclusive dates, content notes

23

24

25
26
27
28
29
30

ONSR -- Miscellaneous printed material, 1963-1980.

Includes statement of LH before Senate Interior and Insular Affairs
Committee (1963)

ONSR -- Oral history interview, 1979.

Interview of LH conducted by Neil Mangum.

ONSR -- “A Proposal: Ozark Rivers National Monument (Appendix),” 1960.
ONSR -- “Proposed Role of Missouri Parks,” 1965.

ONSR -- Statement for Management, 1977.

Speeches -- Correspondence, 1959-1968.

Speeches -- Correspondence, 1969-1970.

Speeches -- Correspondence, 1970-1972.
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31 Speeches -- Correspondence, 1973-1974, n.d.
32 Speeches -- Note cards, 1962-1982, n.d.
3x5 cards in manila envelope; list of speeches enclosed.
33 Speeches -- Typescripts, 1960-1973.
List enclosed at front of folder.
34 Speeches -- Typescripts, 1974-1978, n.d.
List enclosed at front of Folder 33.
35 USDA Forest Service -- R.A.R.E. 11, 1974-1980.
36 Wilderness areas -- Missouri Wilderness Coalition, 1976-1983.
37 Wilderness areas -- Printed material.
38 Writings -- Articles (published), 1946-1980.
List filed at front of folder.
39 Writings -- Articles (typescripts).
List filed at front of folder.
40 Writings -- “At Home on Earth” (unpublished), 1953.
Chapters 1-14.
41 Writings -- “At Home on Earth” (unpublished).
Chapters 15-22.
42 Writings -- Earth’s Song (draft).
43 Writings -- Earth’s Song (draft).
44 Writings -- Earth’s Song (draft).
45 Writings -- Earth’s Song (“Master Set”).
46 Writings -- Pyle Memorial Award, 1963.
Entry submission, mostly columns.
47 Writings -- Stokes Award, 1967.
Entry submission, mostly columns
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Index Cards

Academy of Missouri Squires.

Akers, Muriel Eva Furry.

Allen, Durward Leon, 1910-

American Association for

Conservation Information.

Animal Protective Association of Missouri.

Aravaipa Canyon (Ariz.).

Audubon, John James, 1785-1851.

Bald eagle.

Beers, Thomas M.

Blair, James T.

Bucher, Vincent W.

Buford, Anthony A.

Buford, Winston V.

Caledonia (Mo.).

Callison, Charles H.

Castleman, Donald L.

Christ Church Cathedral (Saint Louis, Mo.).

Cleveland, Harlan.

Committee for Nuclear Information (Saint Louis, Mo.) [SEE Greater St. Louis Citizens’ Committee for
Nuclear Information.].

Commoner, Barry, 1917-

Conservationists—Missouri
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Cottam, Clarence, 1899-

Criger, Cecil.

Current River (Mo. and Ark.).

Curtis, Thomas B. (Thomas Bradford), 1911-
Davenport, L. Theodore.

Davis, G. L.

Davisville (Mo.).

Defenders of Wildlife.

Delbridge (Mo.).

Dent County (Mo.).

Dingley, Dorothy.

Drey, Leo A.

Eagleton, Thomas F., 1929-
Environmentalists—Missouri
Episcopal Church (Ironton, Mo.).
Ewain, Joseph.

Ernie Pyle Memorial Awards.
Fagergren, Fred C.

Falconry.

Fike, Stanley R.

Funk, John L.

Gildea, Margaret C. L.

Greater St. Louis Citizens’ Committee for Nuclear Information.
Hall, Frederick Leonard, 1899- [SEE Hall, Leonard, 1899- 1.
Hall, Leonard, 1899-

Harris, Mary Hazell.

Hartzog, George B.

Hath, Earl H.

Hedges, Harold C.

Hennesay, Vernon E.

Hickel, Walter J., 1919-

Humane Society of the United States.
Hydroelectric power plants.

Ichord, Richard H., 1926-

Idol, James D.

International Mark Twain Society.
Irish Wilderness (Mo.).

Iron County (Mo.).

Isle Royale (Mich.).

Jackson, Howard C.

Journalism, Outdoor.

Karel, John Anthony.

Kehner, A. G.

Koford, Carl B.

Lindenbusch, John H.

Long, Edward V., 1908-

Lowery, George H. (George Hines), 1913-
Lucas, Ralph W.

Mangum, Neil C.

Marbaker, W. E.

Mark Twain National Forest (Mo.).
Mayan Society (Saint Louis, Mo.).
McMillan, lan 1.

Meeman, Edward J. (Edward John), 1889-1966.
Mining Industry Council of Missouri.
Missouri Conservation Commission.
Missouri Natural Area Survey.
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Missouri Wilderness Coalition.

Mondale, Lester, 1904-

Mountain lions [SEE Pumas.].

Mourning dove.

Nagel, Charles.

National Audubon Society.

National Wildlife Federation.

Owens, Harry J.

Ozark National Scenic Riverways (Mo.).
Ozark Rivers National Park Association.
Ozark Society.

Packard, Fred M.

Parker, lvan D.

Poirot, Eugene M.

Pope, Randall R.

Pough, Richard Hooper, 1904-

Pryor, R. Roger.

Pucky Huddle (Mo.).

Pumas.

Rob and Bessie Welder Wildlife Foundation.
Rolla (Mo.).

Salem (Mo.). Chamber of Commerce.
Saults, Dan.

Save The Tallgrass Prairie, Inc.

Schock, William C.

Shannon County Rural Development Association (Mo.).
Shannondale Community Church-Center.
Shannondale Community House (Gladden, Mo.).
Sho-Me Power Corporation.

Sierra Club. Ozark Chapter.

Snyder, Warren Arthur, 1918-

Steel traps.

Stegner, Ed.

Stokes Award.

Sullivan, Arthur L.

Symington, Stuart, 1901-

Tallgrass Prairie National Park (Kan.).
Thomas L. Stokes Award.

Thompson, David D.

Thompson, Milton E.

Towell, William E.

Udall, Stewart L.

United States. Forest Service

United States. National Park Service.
Welder Wildlife Foundation [SEE Rob and Bessie Welder Wildlife Foundation.].
White, Burdette E.

Wild Canid Survival and Research Center.
Wilderness areas.

Wilderness Society.

Wild flowers.

Wildlife conservation.

Wooldridge, Donald Everett.

Zanoni Mill (Ozark County, Mo.).



