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Historical Note:  

 

The West Plains Grocer Company was organized on May 7, 1904, in West Plains by John R. 

Reed, Benjamin F. Wood, William “Tan” Tandy Harlin, James Patterson Harlin, and James M. 

Herd. John R. Reed of Gainesville was the principal stockholder and president, and James P. 

Harlin of West Plains was resident manager of the company’s operations, each until their deaths 

in 1949 and 1946, respectively. Benjamin F. Wood became president in 1947, followed by James 

Earnest “Good” Hard, who presided at the time of dissolution.  

 

The firm became the Reed-Harlin Grocer Company on February 6, 1912, and the Reed-Harlin 

Company in 1954. During the company’s most successful period through the 1940s, the firm 

engaged in the wholesale grocery market in a multi-county area in southern Missouri and 

northern Arkansas. There were branch offices in Cabool and Willow Springs, Missouri, and 

Hardy and Mammoth Spring, Arkansas. Declining revenue and increased expense led to the 

decision to liquidate on November 8, 1978, at which time negotiations were opened to sell the 

remaining assets to the General Grocer Company.  

 

Arrangement:  

 

The collection has been arranged in the original order.  

 

Scope and Content Note: 

 

The records begin with the organization of the company in 1904 as the West Plains Grocer 

Company, and continue through its dissolution in 1978. The earliest minutes in this collection 

were transcribed from excerpts selected and photocopied from the original record book, 1904-

1942. There is a gap in the records from January 4, 1919 to December 19, 1942. The remaining 

records consist of original typewritten minutes, 1944-1978. 
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