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At the time of donation, additional letters by Walter V. Reeder, written from Rolla and Cassville,
Missouri, and Pea Ridge and Salem, Arkansas, were available in the collections of the State
Historical Society of Wisconsin, Madison.

Processed by: Processed by John Bradbury, December 14, 1994. Revised by Niki Cox, March
2,2023.

Biographical Note:

Walter V. Reeder, born in 1843 in Hanover, Ohio, and who later worked as a farmer in Aurora,
Kane County, lllinois, enlisted in the Union 36™ Illinois Infantry Regiment, Company C, at age
eighteen in Young America, Illinois. While encamped in Rolla, Missouri in the fall of 1861, he
wrote the three letters in this collection to loved ones back in Aurora. Reeder died from wounds
received in battle at Missionary Ridge, Tennessee, succumbing his injuries on December 13,
1863.

Arrangement:

The collection has been arranged in chronological order.

Scope and Content Note:

This collection contains a series of three letters written by Walter V. Reeder to family and
friends from the Union Rolla camp in late 1861 prior to the Pea Ridge campaign. The letters
contain inquiries after family and friends, comments on the journey from Aurora, Illinois, and

camp news from Rolla.

Container List:

Box 001 f.1 W.V. Reeder correspondence, 1861
Index:
Index Terms Folder

Illinois--History--Civil War, 1861-1865 1
Missouri--History--Civil War, 1861-1865 1
\Phelps County (Mo.) \1
Reeder, Walter V., 1843-1863 1
Rolla (Mo.)--History--Civil War, 1861-1865 1
United States. Army. lllinois Infantry Regiment, 36" 1

Go to top



