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These are papers of L. E. Meador, an economist, political scientist, and civic leader in 

Springfield, Missouri.  Included are materials concerning Springfield’s Charter Commission 
(1952), Missouri state government, and Wilson’s Creek National Battlefield. 

 
Lewis Elbern Meador was born near Cassville, Missouri, on 9 September 1881.  He was a 

graduate of the University of Chicago (B.A., 1910) and Columbia University (M.A., 1912).  In 
1913 he began a 43-year teaching career at Drury College (now Drury University) in Springfield, 
Missouri, where he became a professor of economics and political science. 

 
The papers in this collection deal mostly with Meador’s activities as a civic leader in Spring-

field and the state of Missouri.  In 1943-1944 he was an “at large” (non-partisan) delegate to the 
Missouri constitutional convention.  Although there are a few items in this collection concerning 
that event, the great bulk (82 folders) of his papers from that service have been cataloged as col-
lection C895 at the Western Historical Manuscript Collection-Columbia. 

 
Probably the most significant items in this collection deal with Meador’s chairmanship of 

the Springfield Carter Commission in 1952-1953.  This body wrote Springfield’s first “home-
rule” city charter, which was approved by the city’s voters in 1953.  There are also materials 
concerning Meador’s service on the Springfield Public Library Board, the city’s “Charter 
Revision Committee” in 1959, and his support of the establishment of Wilson’s Creek National 
Battlefield.  For these and other efforts a large public park in Springfield was named for Meador, 
and he was designated “Springfieldian of the Century” in 1973. 

 
A folder of correspondence (1904-1976) is general in nature, including family and genea-

logical letters.  The latter are supplemented by a folder of genealogical data.  Correspondents in-
clude United State Representatives O. K. Armstrong, Durward G. Hall, Josh Lee, and Joe J. Man-
love. 

 
L. E. Meador died in Springfield on 14 November 1975.  He is buried in Sunset Hill Ceme-

tery at Warrensburg, Missouri. 
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Folder Title 
 

01 Associated Industries of Missouri.  Booklet, 1957. 
02 Boone, Nathan.  Clipping, 1946. 
03 Bothwell, Wilber C.  Campaign flyer, 1950. 
04 Bradshaw, William L.  Article, 1934. 
05 Chamber of Commerce (Springfield, Mo.).  1936-1953. 
06 Christ Episcopal Church (Springfield, Mo.).  Bulletins, 1982. 
07 Citizens Council for Missouri Libraries.  Form letter, n.d. 
08 Civil War Round Table of the Ozarks.  Announcements, 1960. 
09 Gill, McCune, b. 1883.  “Camp Jackson Commemoration Address,” 1938. 
10 Guaranty Federal Savings and Loan Association of Springfield (Springfield, Mo.). 
 Papers, 1959-1960. 
11 Intangible property—Taxation—Missouri (1945). 
12 James River (Mo.).  Two maps. 
13 Kansas.  State Budget Dept.  Spending reports, 1931. 
14 Kanza Kennels (Dighton, Kan.).  Letter, 1926. 
15 McReynolds, Allen.  “Revising the Missouri Constitution,” 1943. 
16 Meador, Lewis Elbern, 1881-1975 – Biographical data. 
17 Meador, Lewis Elbern, 1881-1975 –Correspondence, 1904-1976. 
18 Meador, Lewis Elbern, 1881-1975 –Genealogical data. 
19 Meador, Lewis Elbern, 1881-1975 –Writings. 
20 Missouri.  Constitution, 1945. 
21 Missouri.  Constitutional Convention, 1922-1923. 
22 Missouri.  Constitutional Convention, 1943-1944. 
23 Missouri.  Constitutional Convention Study Committee, 1960-1962. 
24 Missouri.  Convention to Ratify the 21st Amendment to the Constitution of the United 
 States (1933). 
25 Missouri.  General Assembly.  Committee on Legislative Research.  “First Biennial 
 Report, 1943-1944.” 
26 Missouri.  General Assembly.  Committee on Taxation and Governmental Reform.   
 “Proposals Agreed Upon …,” ca. 1932. 
27 Missouri Public Expenditure Survey.  Publications and correspondence, 1946-1962. 
28 Montgomery, Mary Phelps.  Correspondence, 1937, re John S. Phelps. 
29 National Library Week (1959-1960). 
30 Photographs (some of LEM, but mostly unidentified). 
31 Seminar on Historic Preservation in the Modern Community (Jefferson City,  Mo.), 1959. 
32 Snead, Thomas L., “The Fight For Missouri,” 1888. 
33 Springfield (Mo.).  “Know Your Town Government Survey,” 1955. 
 
 

Folder Title 
 
34 Springfield (Mo.).—History.  “Historical Synopsis,” by Edward M. Shepard, 1929; 
 Official Program, Centennial Extravaganza, 1929. 
35 Springfield (Mo.).  Charter Commission, 1952-1953.  Organization and minutes. 
36 Springfield (Mo.).  Charter Commission, 1952-1953.  Supporting documents; proposed 
 and adopted charters. 
37 Springfield (Mo.).  Charter Revision Committee, 1959. 
38 Springfield (Mo.).  City Hospital.  Memorandum to Charter Commission, 1952. 
39 Springfield (Mo.).  Housing Authority.  Papers, 1941. 
40 Springfield (Mo.).  Kennedy Heights Subdivision.  Plat, 1923. 
41 Springfield (Mo.).  Public Park Board.  Reports and minutes, 1940-1945. 
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42 Springfield Public Library (Springfield, Mo.).  Annual reports, 1934-1935 and 1935- 
 1936; selected titles, Civil War and General Americana. 
43 Table Rock Lake (Mo. and Ark.). 
44 Turner, Dale Oliver, “And On This Rock – : The Foundation of the Confederate States 

   of America, 1861-1865” (1966). 
45 Williams, George H., “Sovereignty,” 1925. 
46 Williams Lumber Company, (Springfield, Mo.).  Statements, 1923-1924. 
47 Wilson’s Creek Battlefield National Park Commission.  Appointment of LEM, 1969; 

   printed material. 
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Index Cards 
 
Armstrong, O. K. (Orland Kay), 1893-1987. 
Associated Industries of Missouri. 
Boone, Nathan, 1781-1856. 
Borzoi. 
Bothwell, Wilber C. 
Bradshaw, William L. 
Burks, Amos L. 
Camp Jackson (Mo.). 
Chamber of Commerce (Springfield, Mo.). 
Christ Episcopal Church (Springfield, Mo.). 
Citizens Committee for the Preservation of Good Government (Springfield, Mo.). 
Citizens Council for Missouri Libraries. 
Civil War Round Table of the Ozarks. 
Cockefair, Carolyn Benton. 
Connett, W. C. 
Dalton, John M. 
Derham, Milo G. 
Diemer, E. E. 
Drury University. 
Eckhardt, C. C. 
Faust, Marvin L. 
Gill, McCune, b. 1883. 
Greene County (Mo.)—History. 
Guaranty Federal Savings and Loan Association of Springfield (Springfield, Mo.). 
Guradze, Heinz. 
Hall, Durward G. 
Hamilton, Calvin K. 
Hennings, Thomas C., Sr. 
Hineman, George E. 
Historic buildings—Conservation and restora-tion—Missouri. 
Hulston, John K. 
Insurance, Unemployment—Missouri. 
Intangible property—Taxation—Missouri. 
James River (Mo.). 
Kansas.  State Budget Dept. 
Kansas City Slate & Tile Roofing Company. 
Kanza Kennels (Dighton, Kan.). 
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Lee, Joshua Bryan, 1892- 
Library finance—Missouri. 
Manlove, Joe J. 
McClure, C. H. 
McReynolds, Allen. 
Meador, Lewis Elbern, 1881-1975. 
Meador family. 
Mid-Town Business Club (Saint Louis, Mo.). 
Middlebush, Frederick Arnold, 1890-1971. 
Missouri.  Constitution, 1945. 
Missouri.  Constitutional Convention, 1922-1923. 
Missouri.  Constitutional Convention, 1943-1944. 
Missouri.  Constitutional Convention Study Committee, 1961-1962. 
Missouri.  Convention to Ratify the 21st Amendment to the Constitution of the United States (1933). 
Missouri.  General Assembly.  Committee on Legislative Research. 
Missouri.  General Assembly.  Committee on Taxation and Governmental Reform. 
Missouri—History—Civil War, 1861-1865. 
Missouri Public Expenditure Survey. 
Montgomery, Mary Phelps. 
National Library Week. 
National Policy Committee. 
Phelps, John S. (John Smith), 1814-1886. 
Prohibition—Missouri. 
Public housing—Missouri—Springfield. 
Reps, Louis W. 
Righter, Richard S. 
Scott, David C. 
Seminar on Historic Preservation in the Modern Community (Jefferson City, Mo.), 1959. 
Shannon, C. D. 
Snead, Thomas L. 
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War.  Dept. of Missouri.  Wilson Creek Camp No. 30 (Springfield, 

Mo.). 
Springfield (Mo.). 
Springfield (Mo.).  Charter Commission, 1952. 
Springfield (Mo.).  Charter Revision Committee, 1959. 
Springfield (Mo.).  City Hospital. 
Springfield (Mo.).  Housing Authority. 
Springfield (Mo.).  Kennedy Heights Subdivi-sion. 
Springfield (Mo.).  Public Park Board. 
Springfield (Mo.)—History. 
Springfield Community Chest (Springfield, Mo.). 
Springfield Public Library (Springfield, Mo.). 
Springfield Tent and Awning Company (Springfield, Mo.). 
Staples, Edward. 
Stewart, Roscoe. 
Table Rock Dam. 
Table Rock Lake (Mo. and Ark.). 
Thompson Sales Company (Springfield, Mo.). 
Tong, Marvin E., Jr. 
Turner, Dale Oliver. 
United States—History—Civil War, 1861-1865. 
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United States.  Federal Works Agency.  United State Housing Authority.  SEE United States Housing 
Authority. 

United States Housing Authority. 
University Club (Springfield, Mo.). 
Upton, Lucile Morris. 
Wilkinson, Frank L. 
Williams, Frank B. 
Williams, George H. 
Williams Lumber Company (Springfield, Mo.). 
Wilson’s Creek, Battle of, 1861. 
Wilson’s Creek Battlefield Foundation. 
Wilson’s Creek Battlefield National Park Commission. 
Wilson’s Creek National Battlefield (Mo.). 
 


