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This is a program for the W. B. Wilson Medal Essay Contest held at Normal Chapel in 

Cape Girardeau, Missouri, on 8 June 1896.  The subject of the contest was “The Poetry of Edgar 
Allen Poe.” 

 
Normal Chapel was located in Normal Hall, the main building of the Third District Normal 

School (now Southeast Missouri State University) at Cape Girardeau in Cape Girardeau County, 
Missouri.  W. B. Wilson, for whom the medal and contest were named, was a prominent local 
physician and druggist. 

 
The participants in the contest were student members of the Clio and Sorosis literary socie-

ties, which were housed in rooms adjacent to the chapel.  The contest, which was held on Monday 
evening, 8 June 1896, included musical interludes and concluded with the awarding of the medal. 
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Index Cards 
 

Albert, Alma 
Bohnsack, Irene 
Cape Girardeau (Mo.) 
Cape Girardeau County (Mo.) 
Catern, Joe 
Dennis, Kate 
Dysart, Chattie 
Eckhardt, Otto 
Hallam, Eudora 
Harris, C. K. 
Harris, Lulu 
Hawkins, Mattie B. 
Literature—Societies, etc. 
Morton, Lou R. 
Normal Chapel (Cape Girardeau, Mo.) 
Olson, Josie 
Poe, Edgar Allen 
Satterfield, Maggie 
Southeast Missouri State University 
Stevens, Lilian A. 
Vogelsanger, Pauline 
Wilson, Eda 
Wilson, W. B. 
Woody, Nellie F. 
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