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Historical Note:  

 

The O’Reilly General Hospital was built in 1941 incorporating the already existing Knights of 

Pythia’s building constructed in 1914 as a home for orphans and widows of the society’s 

members. By late 1942, the hospital was home to hundreds of sick and wounded soldiers. The 

commanding officer was Colonel General George B. Foster, Jr., who was promoted to Brigadier 

General by 1945 and the Deputy Commander was Colonel Walter D. Vail. After World War II, 

the hospital became a veterans’ hospital and then closed in the early 1950s. After several years of 

petitions the land and many of the buildings were transferred to Evangel College (now Evangel 

University) in 1954. 

 

Arrangement:  

 

The collection has been arranged chronologically.  

 

Scope and Content Note: 

 

The booklets contain the menu for Christmas dinners served in 1942 and 1945. The roster 

portion of the 1942 booklet includes officers, warrant officers, the Army Nurse Corps, the 

Detachment Medical Department, the Detachment Quartermaster Corps, and the Detachment 

Finance Department. The roster portion of the 1945 booklet contains officers, the Army Nurse 

Corps, Dieticians, Physical Therapists, Service Detachment S. U. No. 1763, 306th Army Service 

Forces Band, Reconditioning Service Detachment, No. 1763, Women’s Army Corps Hospital 

Companies No. 62, 63, and 114. The booklets are arranged chronologically. 

 

Container List: 

 

f. 1-2 Booklets 

Box 1 f. 1 Christmas menu and roster, 1942 

 f. 2 Christmas menu and roster, 1945 
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Moore, William E. 1 
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