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INTRODUCTION 

This collection consists of a twenty-five page booklet, “Flight Lines,” that recorded the graduates of Class 
44F from Primary Flying Training at Chester Army Air Field in McBride, Missouri published on 12 
February 1944.  

SCOPE AND CONTENT 

This booklet documents the Primary Flying Training program for aviation cadets at the Chester Army Air 
Field in McBride, Missouri. It highlights Class 44F as they graduated from the Primary Flying Training 
program.  Combining photographs and illustrations, the booklet features both the daily activities of the 
trainees, as well as milestones of the program. Subjects covered include meals, recreation, Link Trainer 
instruction, aircraft maintenance, ground school, and solo flight time.  Individual photos of the members 
of Class 44F are displayed and alphabetized on pages 17-21.  Photos of commanding officers, instructors, 
and editorial staff are also found, along with a dedication to Major Oliver L. Duncan.  The names listed in 
the index are not inclusive.  

HISTORY 

Chester Field was built in 1942 by the United State Army Air Force as a Primary Flying Training school 
for aviation cadets. So named for its close proximity to Chester, Illinois, the airfield was located in 
McBride, Missouri. The Primary Flying Training program at Chester Field was operated by Anderson Air 
Activities, which was the civilian contractor associated with the Malden Air Base in Malden, Mo. [SEE 
SHSMO-R1157]. Class 44F began their pilot training at Chester Field on 5 December 1943 and graduated 
on 12 February 1944. After World War II, Chester Field was ceded to civil control and is now known as 
Perryville (Mo.) Municipal Airport. 

INDEX TERMS 

Air bases – Missouri – McBride 
Airports – Missouri – Perryville   
Anderson, Albert E. 
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Anderson, E. Merritt 
Aull, William D. 
Benninghofen, John 
Blinne, Charles 
Bogard, Clarence C. 
Bradford, Dale E. 
Burger, Herbert D. 
Burton, Clarence M. 
Campbell, Harold L. 
Campbell, James S. 
Carseth, Edward R. 
Chester Army Air Field (McBride, Mo.) 
Chmielewsi, E. E. A. 
Clark, John L. 
Cole, John R. 
Conti, Stephan 
Conwell, Jack 
Crawford, William K. 
Duncan, Oliver L. 
Ebert, Clyde 
Edwards, Warren W. 
Ehl, Carl F. 
Ellis, Harry B. 
Fisher, Joseph J. 
Freimark, Lloyd E. 
Funk, Jack 
Galgota, Xavier J. 
Gelhar, Ralph R. 
Goebel, Henry 
Goff, Stewart A. 
Grafton, Edwin G. 
Grenwis, Thomas 
Hall, Charles F. 
Hansel, Earl T. 
Hawley, Lisle R. 
Hedstrom, David 
Hefty, Maynard K. 
Hermanson, Herman J. 
Hickey, Walter 
Hickman, William L. 
Horvath, Martin G. 
Hurst, Stanley L. 
Kiel, Henry J. 
King, George 
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Larson, Howard P. 
Lattimer, George M. 
Lee, Roswell M. 
Leidtke, John E. 
Mallock, William C. 
Martin, Floyd 
Martine, Arlo O. 
McBride (Mo.) 
Medley, Kenneth W. 
Military airfield history 
Military bases – Missouri – Perry County 
Moss, George W. 
Mulva, James J. 
Niemiller, Marvin E. 
Neudecker, Roy 
Noss, Lloyd F. 
Patton, Lloyd G. 
Pedersen, Richard R. 
Perry County (Mo.) 
Perryville (Mo.) 
Picco, Hugo K. 
Porter, Ken L. 
Rabin, Seymour N. 
Ragland, Roland 
Reabe, Roy W. 
Reier, Gerald W. 
Roark, Michael H. 
Ruble, George E. 
Rudelick, John I. 
Schmel, Gerhard M. 
Schmitt, Lawrence 
Schmitz, Norbert F. 
Schreiner, Frank J. 
Schwartz, Frederick A. 
Schwartz, Harold L. 
Schwind, George R. 
Sears, Ottis G. 
Shagley, Earl W. 
Shanley, Edward L. 
Shedd, George J. 
Spence, Ross E. 
Stokes, Earl D. 
Suiter, Ray L. 
Swanson, C. Weier 
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Taylor, James C. 
Thorup, Lawrence J. 
United States. Army – Aviation  
United States. Army Air Forces. Flying Training Detachment, 74th 
Van Roy, Robert R. 
Wallack, Joseph C. 
Wardle, Eric L. 
Warmuth, William J. 
White, Merle G. 
Wright, E. Henry 
Whitney, Richard L. 
World War, 1939-1945 
Young, Bernard W. 
Young, William H.  
 

PROVENANCE 

Mark C. Stauter purchased and donated the booklet, accession r1520, on 28 February 2011.  

COPYRIGHT AND RESTRICTIONS 

There are no restrictions. The booklet is in the public domain. 

PREFERRED CITATION 
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