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This collection is available at The State Historical Society of Missouri.  If you would like 

more information, please contact us at research@shsmo.org. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

The collection consists of the correspondence and printed materials assembled by 

James E. Mueller over the course of his years of research and volunteerism as an 

environmentalist in Joplin, Missouri.  Included in the papers are materials concerning air 

quality issues, a campaign targeting emission levels of a local company, and a proposed 

landfill at a site in farm country north of Joplin.  There are also papers pertaining to other 

environmental issues that interested Mueller, including hazardous waste disposal and lead 

poisoning.       

 

DONOR INFORMATION 

 The papers were donated to the State Historical Society of Missouri by Suzanne 

Wilson and Kaisa E. Young on 12 July 2014 (Accession No. 1608).   

 

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 

James Evans Mueller (Jim) was a professional photographer and self-educated 

environmentalist from Joplin, Missouri. Mueller was born May 9, 1944, in Carthage, 

Missouri, and attended Joplin schools. In 1967 he graduated magna cum laude with a B. 

A. degree in English Literature from Missouri Valley College, Marshall. With a long 

interest in photography, he was a still and video photographer for KUHI-TV for three 

years and in 1972 established his business as a freelance photographer, concentrating on 

commercial, industrial, and aerial photography. 

 In 1977, he was accepted as a student in the Ansel Adams Workshop in Yosemite 

National Park. From 1979 to 1983 he was an assistant instructor at that workshop, first in 

the darkroom processing students’ daily film, then as instructor of a student group, at 

workshops held in Yosemite and Pebble Beach, California. In the 1970s and early 1980s, 

he taught photography classes in continuing education at Missouri Southern State 

College, Joplin. 

Mueller married Suzanne Jane Wilson, a freelance journalist, in 1983; he had one 

daughter, Kaisa Elizabeth Mueller, from a previous marriage. He was very involved in 

the Joplin community. He served as president of the board of the Spiva Art Center and 

was cofounder with Wilson of the national photography competition PhotoSpiva in 1977. 

Mueller was especially active in environmental issues in the 1980s and 1990s, 

when fellow activists described him as the “environmental conscience of the area” and 

praised him for his ability to interpret technical data and translate it into language anyone 

could understand. He assisted citizens’ groups that were focused on issues pertinent to the 

Joplin region, including landfill siting, air quality, hazardous waste incineration, and 

superfund sites for lead remediation. Mueller died September 25, 2002, at age 58. 
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SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 

 

The papers have been arranged into the following four series:  Environmental Issues, 

Environmental Work, Audio-Visual, and Miscellaneous. 

 The Environmental Issues series consists of scientific information, newspaper 

articles, and other materials collected by Mueller having to do with environmental issues 

that interested him.  The series has been arranged chronologically.  

 The Environmental Work series consists of publications, photographic evidence 

and presentations chronically Mueller’s career as an environmental activist in Joplin.  Of 

particular note is the campaign for clean air quality, the explosion in the feed handling 

building of the ICI Explosives Environmental hazardous waste incinerator in Joplin, the 

proposed siting of a landfill in farm country eight miles north of Joplin, and the disposal 

of hazardous waste.  The series has been arranged chronologically. 

 The Audio-Visual series contains slides, photographs, cassette tapes and VHS 

videos featuring town hall meetings, presentations given by Mueller, and photographs of 

environmental sites. The series has been arranged chronologically when possible. 

 The Miscellaneous series consists of various materials having to do with 

Mueller’s career as an environmentalist.  Of note is the campaign against pollution from 

the Atlas Powder Company in Joplin, Missouri.  The series has been arranged 

chronologically.     

 

FOLDER LIST 

 

Environmental Issues Series  

 

f. 1  Mines, 1988 

f. 2  Chemical Sensitivity, 1989 

f. 3  Joplin Quality of Life, 1989 

f. 4   Wildcat Park/Silver Creek Sewer Photos, 1989 

f. 5  Wildcat Park/Silver Creek Sewer, 1989 

f. 6  OSHA Hazardous Waste, 1989 

f. 7  Joplin Environmental Policy Statement, 1989 

f. 8  Joplin Sewage, NPDES Permits, 1989-1992 

f. 9  Clean Air Act and Missouri Progress Report, 1990 

f. 10  Environment and Religion, 1990 

f. 11  Right to Know Act, 1990 

f. 12  Editorials, 1990 

f. 13  Peace Letter, 1990 

f. 14  Speech for President’s Circle, 1990 

f. 15  Profiles on Environmental Health, 1990 and 1993 

f. 16  Risk Assessment, Dioxin, 1990 

f. 17  Spiva Prairie, 1990 

f. 18  Schuyler Zoning, 1990 

f. 19  Water Quality, 1990 

f. 20  Eagle Picher Industries, 1992-1996 

f. 21  Joplin Sewer Project, 1992 
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f. 22  Environmental Permits and How to Obtain Them 

f. 23  Hazardous and Toxic Chemicals and Metals and Health, 1995 

f. 24  Burning Cement Kilns and Hazardous Waste, 1996 

f. 25  Audubon Meeting Presentation, 1996 

f. 26  Joplin Globe Editorials, 1996 

f. 27  QWAL Laboratories Quality Assurance Plan, 1996 

f. 28  Empire Electric High Voltage Line 

f. 29  Kansas Water Quality Standards, 1997 

f. 30  Rainfall, 1997 

f. 31  Department of Natural Resources and Simmons Industries, 1997 

f. 32  Climate Change, 1997 

f. 33  Toxic Release Inventory, 1998 

f. 34  Ammonia, 1999 

f. 35  Tap into DNR 

f. 36  Mailing Lists 

 

Environmental Work Series 

 

f. 37  EPA Superfund List and MO Hazardous Waste Permitting List, 1988 

f. 38  Hazardous Waste Management Law, 1988 

f. 39  Greenpeace Pentachlorophenol 

f. 40  Lake City AAP, 1989 

f. 41  Environmental Defense Fund, 1989 

f. 42  Pillsbury, 1989 

f. 43  Landfill Correspondence, 1989-1997 

f. 44  EPA, NODS, DNR 1990 

f. 45  Eco Law Institute Inc. Advocate ,1990 

f. 46  LCI Limited and Hydrofeuric Acid, 1990 

f. 47 - 50 MO Department of Natural Resources Comment Letter  

f. 51  Depot Maintenance Work Requirement and Ammunition, 1991 

f. 52  AES Site Investigation, 1991 

f. 53  MDNR Construction and Operating Permit, 1991 

f. 54  Water Quality, 1992-1996 

f. 55  Waste Water Toxicity, 1993 

f. 56  Landfill Mindenmines, 1996 

f. 57  International Paper, 1998 

f. 58  Wells, 2000 

f. 59  Well Rule Comments, 2000 

f. 60  ICI Explosives Environmental, 2001 

f. 61  Mill Wastes, 2001 

f. 62  Citizens Advisory Council, 2002 

f. 63  Joplin Stone Quarry 

f. 64  Hazardous Materials Data Sheet 

f. 65  Lighthawk, 1989 

f. 66  Acid Rain, 1989 

f. 67  Recycling, 1989 
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f. 68  Agriculture, 1990 

f. 69  Geology, 1992 

f. 70  MDNR Geology and Land Survey Publication, 1992 

f. 71 ICI Explosives Environmental Company Permit Modification Request, 

1992-1995 

f. 72  Archaeology, 1993 

f. 73  Photographs, 1994 

f. 74  Ozarks Stories, 1996 

f. 75  ICI Explosives Environmental Company 1994-1997 

f. 76  Photographs Master List, 1994 

f. 77  Photographs, 1994 

f. 78  Photographs Joplin Stone, 1994 

f. 79  Photographs, 1994 

f. 80  Federal Register Proposed Rules, 1995 

f. 81  ICI Plume Photos 

f. 82  Lobby Techniques, 1995 

f. 83  Kansas Army Ammunition Plant Emission Levels, 1995 

f. 84  Citizens to Save Our Environment Float Photographs 

f. 85  Hathaway, Allen Correspondence/ gas plant 1997 

f. 86  Benton Mural Correspondence, 1997 

f. 87  Astronomy, 1998 

f. 88  ICI Explosion, 1998 

f. 89  ICI Explosives Environmental Permit Modification 1998 

f. 90 ICI Explosives Environmental Company Community Advisory Panel 

1998-2001 

f. 91  Return of Atlas Documents, 1996 

f. 92  Lead in Missouri Correspondence, 2002 

f. 93  Miscellaneous Articles 2003-2007 

f. 94  Hazardous Waste Management Facility Permit Draft 2012 

f. 95  Corporate Greed Editorials 

f. 96  Missouri Craters 

f. 97  Gusewell Editorial 

f. 98  Joplin Water Supply Lab Tests 

f. 99  Maps- Missouri Counties 

f. 100  Map Index and Topo map Symbols 

f. 101  Geologic Map of Missouri 

f. 102  Cemetery Correspondence, 2002 

f. 103  Missouri Prairie Foundation 

f. 104  Global News 

f. 105  Responsibility – Corporate, Government and Individual 

f. 106  Science News 

f. 107  Sewer Systems and Sewage Sludge 

f. 108  Sierra Club 

f. 109  Clean Streams 

 

Audio-Visual Series – folders 110-126 
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f. 110  DNR Hearing, 1989 

f. 111-112 Fisher/Sandlin; Fisher/Mueller, 1990 

ff. 113  DNR/ Atlas Hearing, 1991 

f. 114  HW Committee Meeting, 1993 

f. 115  Greenpeace/EDF #1 

f. 116  Greenpeace/EDF #2 

f. 117-118 AES Carthage Town Meeting #1 

f. 119  EPA Superfund Cleanup of Lead Contaminated Soil, 1995 

f. 120 -122 Environmental Aerials and Ground Photos 

f. 123  Atlas Slide Show 

f. 124   Landfill and Wildcat 

f. 125  Aerials – Dump 

f. 126  Aerial Photography 

 

Miscellaneous Series 

 

f. 127  Maps 

f. 128  Hill Health Profile 

f. 129  Wildcat Glades, 1988 

f. 130  Atlas Correspondence and Public Hearing, 1989 

f. 131  Zip Codes ICI 1990 

f. 132  Atlas Health Study Comments, 1991 

f. 133  Atlas/Webster, 1991 

f. 134  ICI Basic Information and Background, 1991 

f. 135  Atlas 1992 

f. 136  Economic Future, 1993 

f. 137  Sewer Line, 1997 

f. 138  Last Ditch Annexation, 1997 

f.  139  Annexation Globe, 1997 

f. 140  The Black and White Print, 1986 

 

 

Subject Folder 

Acid Rain 66 

Aerial Photography 77-79, 120-126 

Agriculture 68 

Ammonia 34 

Annexation 138, 139 

Archaeology 72 

Astronomy 87 

Atlas Industries 91, 113, 123, 130, 132, 133, 135 

Audubon 25 

Citizens to Save Our Environment 84 

Clean Air Act 9 

Climate Change 32 
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Department of Natural Resources 31 

Eagle Picher Industries 20 

Empire Electric 28 

Environmental Defense Fund 41 

Environmental Protection Agency 119 

Geology 69 

Greenpeace 39, 115, 116 

Hazardous Waste 6, 23, 24, 33, 38, 64, 94 

ICI Explosives Environmental  60, 71, 75, 81, 88-90, 131, 134 

Jasper Co. (Mo.) 1-140 

Joplin Sewer Project 137 

Kansas Army Ammunition Plant 83 

Lead Poisoning 92, 98, 119 

Maps 99, 100, 101, 127 

Missouri Department of Natural Resources 35, 44, 47-51, 53, 70, 110, 113 

Missouri Prairie Foundation  103 

Mueller, James Evans (1944-2002) 1-140 

Newton County (Mo.) 117-118 

Occupational Safety and Health Administration 6 

Ozarks 1-140 

Pillsbury 42 

Rainfall 30 

Recycling 67 

Right to Know Act 11 

Sierra Club 108 

Water Quality 19, 54, 55, 58, 59 

Wildcat Park 4, 5, 124, 129 

 

 

 

 

 


