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Historical Note:  

 

The men of the 273rd Infantry arrived in England in January 1945. The 273rd was ordered to 

break the Siegfried Line located at Udenbreth, Germany. After months of hard fighting, the 273rd 

crossed the Rhine and captured Fort Ehrenbreitstein and Fort Niederberg. In April, they took the 

city of Mann and Altengroitzsch. On April 13 through April 15, they took part in the campaign at 

Colditz, famous for the liberation of the prison located at Colditz Castle. This was followed by a 

battle at Leipzig, which ended on April 20. The army then met up with the Russian Army at 

Leckwitz near the Elbe River, effectively defeating the German Army.  

 

Leonard Rudy Rush was born April 10, 1926, to Leonard and Leona Rush. He joined the United 

States Army in 1944. He served with the 273rd Infantry Division through the war. 

 

Arrangement: 

 

The collection has been arranged in its original order in one folder.   

 

Scope and Content Note: 

 

The collection consists of photocopies of a pamphlet recording the history and deeds of the 

273rd Regiment, 69th Infantry Division.    
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