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Historical Note:  

 

Dean William “Bill” Davis was born February 16, 1922, in West Plains, Missouri, to Dean W. 

Davis and Gladys Hollenbeck Davis. The Davis family owned and operated The Davis Theatre 

in West Plains, Missouri. They also operated theaters in Mountain Grove and Mansfield, 

Missouri. Davis graduated from Kemper Military School in the spring of 1941 and attended the 

University of Missouri that fall. 

 

Davis was drafted in 1942, and enlisted at Jefferson Barracks, in St. Louis County, Missouri, on 

October 29, 1942. He served with the 92nd Chemical Composite Company (now known as the 

92nd Chemical Company) of the United States Army and was stationed in Italy. After the war, 

Davis returned to West Plains, Missouri, where he lived until his death on November 10, 2003. 

 

Arrangement:  

 

The collection has been arranged into the following two series:  

  

Correspondence 

Photographs 

 

Scope and Content Note: 

 

Correspondence 

 

This series contains letters, postcards, and v-mail written to Dean Davis by friends and family. In 

the correspondence, Davis is addressed as ‘Spider.’ The letters contain news from home, news 

on other hometown men who were serving, and the St. Louis Cardinals. This series is organized 

chronologically.  

 

Photographs  
 

This series consists of images of Dean Davis in uniform posed with his sister, Barbara Dean 

Cleland, and a fellow soldier. 

 

Container List: 

 

f. 1-2 Correspondence 

Box 1 f. 1 Correspondence, 1943-1944 

 f. 2 V-mail, 1944 

f. 3 Photographs 

 f. 3 Photographs, 1940s 

 

Index: 

 

Index Term Folder Image 

Cleland, Barbara Dean 1-3 Yes 

Cleland, John 2 
 

Davis Theatre (West Plains, Mo.) 1 
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Index Term Folder Image 

Davis, Dean W., 1922-2003 1-3 Yes 

Dean, Gladys Hollenbeck 1-2 
 

Hawkins, Hank 1 
 

Mansfield (Mo.) 1-2 
 

Mountain Grove (Mo.) 1 
 

St. Louis Cardinals (Baseball team) 1 
 

Theater--Missouri 1 
 

West Plains (Mo.) 1-2 
 

Wood, Frank B. 2 
 

 


