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Biographical Note:  

 

John H. Holman was born in 1825. He began his military career as a second lieutenant in the 4th 

Regiment, United States Reserve Corps which formed in St. Louis, Missouri in May 1861. He 
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was later promoted to lieutenant colonel in the 26th Missouri Infantry and served as a colonel in 

the 1st Infantry Regiment, United States Colored Troops. On March 13, 1865, he was promoted 

to brevet Brigadier General for “gallant and meritorious service.” He worked as an architect and 

master builder in St. Louis after the war and died on June 26, 1883, at the age of 58.  

 

Walter J. Caffery was born in 1896. He joined the United States Air Service during World War I 

and served as a 1st Lieutenant. In August 1918, he shipped out to England before moving into 

France, where he served for a year before returning stateside. His aunt, Sarah Elizabeth Hogan is 

listed as his emergency contact. She was born in 1856. In 1885, she married William 

Birmingham. 

 

Arrangement: 

 

The collection has been arranged in chronological order in three folders.  

 

Scope and Content Note: 

 

The collection consists of the military records of John H. Holman, Colonel of the 25th Army 

Corps, First Division, First Brigade 1st, 27th and 30th United States Colored Troops. 

Also included is a letter from Private Walter J. Caffery to his Aunt Eva written while serving 

France in 1918 and a letter from Senator Thomas Hart Benton to Samuel Dunklin. 
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