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Historical Note:  

 

The Bumble Bee Mine is a lead and zinc mine that was built near the city of Joplin in Jasper 

County during the nineteenth century. It was closed in the 1870s due to flooding and reopened 

near the end of the nineteenth century when the waters receded. E.B. Shoemaker owned the mine 

and was responsible for it reopening.  

 

Arrangement: 

 

The photographs have been arranged in their original order in one folder. 

 

Scope and Content Note: 

 

The collection contains images of the Bumble Bee Mine in Jasper County, Missouri at the turn of 

the 20th century. There is a photograph of mine workers that include Harry Shoemaker, Curtis 

Shoemaker, and Elias B. Shoemaker.  
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