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Historical Note:  

 

Founded originally in 1909 as Theta Sigma Phi, Women in Communication, Inc. was a national 

fraternity for women in journalism. The fraternity began on the University of Washing campus 

by journalism students Georgine MacDougall Davis, Helen Ross Lantz, and five other newly 

enrolled female journalism students. News of this women-only fraternity spread throughout the 

nation, resulting in the establishment of other Theta Sigma Phi chapters in other colleges and 

universities. The St. Louis Chapter of Theta Sigma Phi was organized in 1923.  

 

Besides providing a professional network for women journalists, Theta Sigma Phi was also 

involved in civic and professional activities. They conducted publicity workshops, co-sponsored 

the Junior Journalist Contest alongside Sigma Delta Chi (the men’s national journalism 

fraternity), and published Grand Views for Veteran’s Hospital in St. Louis as a part of the 

Hospitalized Veterans Writing Project. They also donated books each Christmas to children’s 

homes, taught writing-to-sell classes at University City Adult Evening School, and gave 

semesterly scholarships to female journalism undergraduate students. 

 

Since 1956, Theta Sigma Phi sponsored an annual spring luncheon, known as “Ladies of the 

Press,” in which they honor women who have been in the news for outstanding civic, 

professional, or personal achievements. In 1964, they wrote and published the St. Louis 

Guidebook in commemoration of St. Louis’ bicentennial. The national organization held two 

conventions in St. Louis, in 1955 and 1965, the latter of which focused on world peace. The 

1965 Convention Chair, Bea Adams, solicited responses from prominent women from around the 

world on how to achieve lasting peace, which they published in a booklet entitled Paths to 

Peace. 

 

For several years in the late 1960s and early 1970s, national members discussed expanding 

membership to not only include members from other communications backgrounds besides 

journalism, but also to accept men into the organization. Finally, in October 1972, the national 

organization voted to change Theta Sigma Phi to Women in Communications, Inc. Following the 

name change, the organization accepted membership from women who worked in other areas of 

communication, including radio and television. The emphasis shifted from a journalism and 

writing background to mass electronic communication as well. Initially, the St. Louis Chapter 

voted “no” to the name change in the belief that the new name should not contain the word 

“women,” when discussion persisted on admitting men into the organization. However, a narrow 

majority of chapters voted “yes” to the name change.  

 

In 1996, the national Executive Board informed chapter presidents that Women in 

Communications, Inc. had declared bankruptcy. The national organization recommended the 

dissolution of all chapters and to subsequently form a group to be called the Association of 

Women in Communications. The St. Louis Chapter Executive Board voted to not affiliate with 

the new group because the financial demands would be too great. Additionally, they were not 

allowed to stay an independent group because they were no longer legally able to use the Women 

in Communications name. As a result, after nearly 70 years as a chapter, on December 13, 1996, 

the St. Louis Chapter disbanded. Many other chapters followed suit and did not rejoin the new 

organization.  
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Although the St. Louis Chapter no longer exists, the Association of Women in Communications 

continues to operate as a professional organization supporting women in the communications 

field. Only a handful of chapters remain, with a total of 1,100 members as of 2021.  

 

Arrangement:  

 

The collection has been arranged into the following eight series:  

  

Administration 

Financial 

Membership 

Events and Projects 

Publications 

Photographs 

Oversize 

Microfilm 

 

Scope and Content Note: 

 

Administration 

 

This series contains bylaws, constitutions, correspondence, meeting minutes, and reports 

regarding the governance of the Women in Communications, Inc., St. Louis Chapter. Also 

included are correspondence, membership lists, and reports documenting the St. Louis Chapter’s 

involvement in establishing the Sacramento, California, Chapter. Materials of note include 

executive board and general chapter meeting minutes and correspondence concerning the 

dissolution of Women in Communications and the St. Louis Chapter’s decision to disband 

completely. The materials in this series date from 1926 to 1997 and are arranged alphabetically.  

 

Financial  
 

This series contains balance sheets, budgets, correspondence, and reports regarding St. Louis 

Chapter’s finances including incoming dues, expenses, donations, and scholarships awarded. 

Also included is a detailed balance journal spanning from 1973 to 1982. The materials in this 

series date from 1969 to 1982 and are arranged alphabetically. 

 

Membership 

 

This series contains applications, correspondence, dues, membership lists, proposals, and reports 

regarding local, national, and student memberships. Also included in this series is a handbook for 

new members and correspondence and reports regarding initiation. Materials of note include 

local and national membership directories. The materials in this series date from 1931 to 1998 

and are arranged alphabetically.  

 

Events and Projects 

 

This series contains awards, booklets, correspondence, flyers, and programs for events Women 

in Communications held including workshops, classes, seminars, luncheons, and conventions. 

The materials also document various projects the St. Louis Chapter administered, including the 

Hospitalized Veterans Writing Project and the Passage House Project. Materials of note include 
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lists of honorees for Ladies of the Press, an award given to women for their outstanding work in 

journalism and communication. Also included are correspondence and writing examples from 

the High School Press Journalism Conference and Clinic and the Junior Journalist Contest. The 

materials in this series date from 1954 to 1996 and are arranged alphabetically.  

 

Publications 

 

This series contains bulletins, guidebooks, magazines, newsletters, newspaper clippings, and 

press releases regarding Women in Communications’ national and local branches as well as what 

was going on in communications at the time. The bulk of the material in this series were 

published by Women in Communications including The Matrix and The Professional 

Communicator magazines. Materials of note include national and local newsletters, which 

document the activities of the organization. The materials in this series date from 1952 to 1956 

and are arranged alphabetically.  

 

Photographs 

 

This series contains photographs regarding the activities of the St. Louis Chapter of Women in 

Communications. Many of the images depict the Ladies of the Press Luncheon and honorees. 

Also included are negatives and contact sheets of a Passage House Project event held in 1995. 

The bulk of the photographs were removed from several volumes of scrapbooks. The materials 

in this series date from 1960 to 1995 and are arranged chronologically.  

 

Oversize 

 

This series contains one oversize folder of special issues of The Professional Communicator. 

Specific issues include volume 2, issue 1; and volume 3, issues 1-2 and 4-7. The issues are dated 

from 1982 to 1983 and are arranged chronologically.  

 

Microfilm 

 

This series contains nine volumes of scrapbooks. Within the scrapbooks are mostly photographs 

and newspaper clippings, but also contain event programs, flyers, membership directories, and 

newsletters regarding the activities of the St. Louis Chapter. Topics of interest included in the 

scrapbooks include Ladies of the Press Luncheons and honorees and classes held at the 

University City Adult Evening School. All the materials were previously removed from the 

scrapbook and are included in previous series. The materials in this series date from 1960 to 

1979 and are arranged chronologically on the microfilm. 

 

Container List: 

 

f. 1-36 Administration 

Box 001 f. 1 Annual and year-end reports, 1950-1979 

 f. 2-3 Bylaws, constitutions, and handbooks, 1940-1981 

 f. 4-8 Correspondence, 1926-1979 

 f. 9 Correspondence, 1986-1995 

 f. 10 Dissolution, correspondence and meeting minutes, 1993-1997 

 f. 11 Executive Board, meeting minutes, 1955-1963, 1967-1976 

 f. 12 Executive Board, meeting minutes, 1993-1995 

 f. 13-14 General chapter, meeting minutes, 1954-1979 
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 f. 15 History of Theta Sigma Phi, 1959 

 f. 16 Initiation and ritual, 1960, 1967 

 f. 17 International committee, 1962-1963 

 f. 18 Journalism Foundation of Metropolitan St. Louis, booklets, 

correspondence, newsletters, and reports, 1971-1978 

 f. 19 Legislative committee, Equal Rights Amendment, bills, 

correspondence, and newsletters, 1973-1978 

 f. 20 National Annual Meeting, correspondence, meeting minutes, and 

resolutions, 1974-1975 

 f. 21 National Convention in St. Louis, correspondence and reports, 

1955 

 f. 22 National Convention in St. Louis, budgets, 1965 

Box 002 f. 23-25 National Convention in St. Louis, correspondence, 1963-1965 

 f. 26 National Meeting directory and delegates list, 1969 

 f. 27 National memoranda and reports, 1955-1969 

 f. 28 Past Presidents Club, 1971-1972 

 f. 29 President’s ideas, 1973-1974 

 f. 30 Regional meetings, booklets, correspondence, and meeting 

minutes, 1971-1978 

 f. 31 Reports, 1971-1974, 1992-1995 

 f. 32 Resolutions, 1970-1978 

 f. 33 Sacramento, California Chapter, correspondence, membership 

lists, and reports, 1972-1976 

 f. 34 Scholarship fund, 1976-1978 

 f. 35 Strategic Planning committee, meeting minutes, 1993-1995 

 f. 36 Television committee, correspondence and objectives, 1974 

f. 37-44 Financial 

 f. 37 Balance journal, 1973-1982  

 f. 38 Budget planning, 1973-1981 

 f. 39 General operating account, balance sheets, and correspondence, 

1978-1981 

 f. 40 Professional chapter treasurer’s kit, 1980, 1982 

 f. 41 Tax information reports, 1960-1977 

 f. 42-44 Treasurer’s correspondence, 1969-1982 

f. 45-62 Membership 

 f. 45 Applications, 1946-1975 

Box 003 f. 46 Applications, 1975-1984 

 f. 47-49 Correspondence, 1926-1981 

 f. 50-51 Dues, billing reports, 1972-1981 

 f. 52-53 Dues, correspondence, membership lists, and reports, 1937-1983 

 f. 54 Handbook, 1972 

 f. 55 Initiation, correspondence and reports, 1944-1974 

 f. 56 Membership Committee, correspondence and reports, 1852-1971 

 f. 57-58 Membership lists, 1931-1980, 1985-1996 

 f. 59 National membership directories, 1994, 1998 

 f. 60 Proposals, applications and correspondence, 1950-1978 

 f. 61 St. Louis Chapter membership directories, 1953-1972 

 f. 62 Student memberships, correspondence, 1973-1976 

f. 63-89 Events and Projects 

 f. 63 Affirmative action, correspondence, 1972-1973 
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Box 004 f. 64 Christmas Book Project, 1956-1966 

 f. 65 Clarion Award, 1976-1978 

 f. 66 Golden Matrix Dinner, 1959 

 f. 67 Headliner Awards, correspondence and nominations, 1964-1965, 

1972-1974 

 f. 68 High School Press Journalism Conference and Clinic, 1962, 

1969 

 f. 69 Junior Journalist Contest, 1958-1965 

 f. 70 Ladies of the Press honorees, 1956-1968 

 f. 71-75 Ladies of the Press Luncheon, 1956-1972 

 f. 76 Margaret Ruhl Night, 1962 

 f. 77 National conventions, 1954-1968 

 f. 78 Other events, booklets, correspondence, flyers, and programs, 

1970-1996 

 f. 79 Passage House Project, 1995 

 f. 80 Professional development seminars, 1976-1979 

 f. 81 Publicity Workshop, correspondence and packets, 1974 

 f. 82 Regional Conference, 1969-1970 

 f. 83 Ruth Philpott Collins Luncheon, 1978-1980 

 f. 84 Shirley Seifert Memorial Workshop, 1971-1973 

 f. 85 Sigma Delta Chi Convention, 1953 

 f. 86 Hospitalized Veterans Writing Project, 1955-1974 

 f. 87 Workshops, 1948-1972 

 f. 88 Writers’ seminars, 1975-1980 

 f. 89 Writing to Sell classes, 1961-1970 

f. 90-102 Publications 

 f. 90 Central Midwestern Regional Educational Laboratory, Inc., 

newsletters, 1971-1973 

 f. 91 Leadership Bulletin, April 1975-June 1979 

 f. 92 The Matrix, 1955-1979 

Box 005 f. 93 National bulletins and newsletters, 1995-1996 

 f. 94 National newsletters, 1968-1980 

 f. 95 Newspaper clippings, 1948-1996 

 f. 96 Press releases, 1960-1979 

 f. 97 The Professional Communicator, 1993-1995 

 f. 98 St. Louis Chapter News, February 1973-June 1983 

 f. 99-100 St. Louis Chapter newsletters, 1952-1971, 1990-1995 

 f. 101 St. Louis Guidebook, 1964 

 f. 102 St. Louis Guidebook, correspondence, 1963-1967 

f. 103-105 Photographs 

 f. 103-104 Photographs, S0009.1-132, 1960-1971 

 f. 105 Passage House Project, negatives and contact sheets, S0009.133-

208, 1995 

f. 106 Oversize 

Row 11, 

Cabinet 1, 

Drawer 4 

f. 106 The Professional Communicator, 1982-1983 

v. 1-9 Microfilm 

Reel 1 v. 1-9 Scrapbooks, 1960-1979 
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Index: 

 

Index Term Folder Image 

Addams, Beatrice 23-25, 101-104, v. 

1 

Yes 

Affirmative action programs 63  

American Association of University Women 6  

Annie Malone Children’s Home (Saint Louis, Mo.) 64, v. 2  

Central Midwestern Regional Educational Laboratory 6-7, 34, 67, 90  

Collins, Ruth Philpott 5, 83, 103-104, v. 

1-8 

Yes 

Communication 1-106, v. 1-9 Yes 

Daly, Ann 7, 18-20, 29-30, 34, 

48, 67, v. 8 

 

Equal rights amendments 19  

Freedom of information 29  

Freedom of the press 29  

German St. Vincent Orphan Association (Saint Louis, 

Mo.) 

64  

Greek letter societies 1-106, v. 1-9 Yes 

Hickey, Margaret 23-25, 71, 85, v. 2-

3, 7 

 

Initiation rights 16, 55  

Journalism 1-106, v. 1-9 Yes 

Journalism, College 18, 34, 62  

Journalism, High school 68-69  

Journalism--Societies, etc. 1-106, v. 1-9 Yes 

Kimbrough, Mary 5  

Ladies of the Press 70-75, 103-104, v. 

1-4, 6 

Yes 

Mass media 1-106, v. 1-9 Yes 

Missouri Baptist Children’s Home (Saint Louis, Mo.) 64  

National Broadcasting Company 5-6  

National Federation of Press Women 6  

Paxson, Marjorie Bowers, 1923-2017 6  

Pi Beta Phi 47-48  

Press Club of Metropolitan St. Louis (Saint Louis, Mo.) 6, 18, 34  

Professional associations 1-106, v. 1-9 Yes 

Rothman, Kenneth J. 29  

Ruhl, Margaret 76, v. 1  

Saint Louis (Mo.)--Guidebooks 34, 101-102  

Scholarships 18, 34  
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Index Term Folder Image 

Seifert, Shirley, 1888-1971 67, 84, 103-104, v. 

1-2, 4 

Yes 

Sigma Delta Chi 69, 85  

Southern Illinois University at Carbondale 6-7  

Southern Illinois University at Edwardsville 8  

St. Louis Public Schools (Saint Louis, Mo.) 5-8, 49  

Starbird, Adele Chomeau, 1891-1987 67  

Start, Clarissa 103-104, v. 1-3, 7 Yes 

Strategic planning 35  

Student aid 18, 34  

University of Missouri--Columbia. School of Journalism 5-6  

Veterans’ writings 86  

Webster Groves School District (Webster Groves, Mo.) 5  

Women in communication--Periodicals 92, 97  

Women in Communications, inc. 1-106, v. 1-9 Yes 

Women in journalism 1-106, v. 1-9 Yes 

Women in the mass media industry 1-106, v. 1-9 Yes 

Women journalists 1-106, v. 1-9 Yes 

Wood, Sue Ann 67, 103-104, v. 1-4, 

6 

Yes 

 


