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Historical Note:

Immigrant-based voluntary associations fulfill the social, personal, and psychological voids
caused by immigration to the United States. Through voluntary associations within immigrant
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communities, immigrants can establish connections with other immigrants while adjusting to
industrialized American society. The rise of Greek-based voluntary associations in Chicago
occurred during the 1890s. Initial associations until the late 1910s were fraternal and focused on
security, status, belongingness, and relationship to the origin country of Greece in hopes of
returning to Greece.

The outbreak of World War | throughout Europe saw more Greek immigrants settling down in
Chicago and starting families. Voluntary associations changed their goals to help Greek families
connect and construct Greek schools throughout Chicago. During this post-World War | period,
a decline in the overall number of associations occurred. As a result of the Great Depression
throughout the 1930s, voluntary associations turned their attention to addressing the economic
needs and insecurities of Greek immigrants. The 1940s saw a vast increase in the number of
voluntary associations because of World War I, Greek nationalism, and an increase in Greek
immigrants because of the war.

Arrangement:
The collection has been arranged in its original order.
Scope and Content Note:

A Study of Voluntary Associations of Greek Immigrants of Chicago from 1890 to 1948 with
Special Emphasis on World War Il and Post War Period was written by Constantine A. Yercaris
in 1950. Yercaris wrote the dissertation for his Ph.D. candidacy through the Department of
Sociology at the University of Chicago. Yercaris discusses the history of Greek voluntary
associations from the 1890s to the 1940s. In his analysis, Yercaris examines the larger
connections between the goals of voluntary associations and Greek immigrants’ social contact
patterns in Chicago. The manuscript has been microfilmed onto one roll and maintained in its
original order.
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