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Historical Note:  

 

The first arrivals of Czech immigrants to St. Louis were in 1848 due to the Revolutions of 1848 

within the Austrian Empire. Initial immigrants settled on Ninth and Lafayette Streets in St. Louis 

City. The settling of Ninth and Lafayette Streets became the epicenter of ‘Bohemian Hill”. Most 

Czech immigrants were literate in their native langue of Czech, but also in German as it was a 

required language to learn in the Austrian Empire. The knowledge of the German language 

played a role in the socialization of newly immigrated Czechs to St. Louis, as one-third of the 

population in St. Louis was German immigrants at the time. Czech immigrants lodged with 

Germans and worshiped at the German Catholic Church of Saints Peters and Paul in St. Louis. 

However, Czech Catholics wanted their own area of worship separate from the Germans, and in 

1854 the St. John Nepomuk church was founded at Eleventh and Soulard Streets.  

 

Despite Catholicism as the main religion of Czechs, about half of Czech immigrants separated 

from Catholicism and formed their groups outside of St. John Nepomuk. An example includes 

the Česko-Slovanský Podorujici Spolek (Č.S.P.S), a fraternal and benevolent society on Ninth 

Street between Soulard and Lafayette where members paid dues to create a sick, death, and 

funeral fund. The Czechs also established many recreation groups on “Bohemian Hill” such as 

the Slovanska Lip, a literary club discussing drama and singing in 1859, and The Sokol in 1865 

to provide gymnastic classes in the native Czech language. By the 1890s, Bohemian Hill became 

a thriving area with Czech-owned businesses, schools, and churches. However, due to declining 

immigration rates, “Bohemian Hill” has faced population declines since the 1920s. 

 

Arrangement:  

 

The collection has been arranged into four folders by subject matter. 

 

Scope and Content Note: 

 

The Czechs in St. Louis Collection contains anniversary programs, unpublished manuscripts, 

newspaper clippings, and histories of Czech churches, organizations, and Czech-Americans in 

St. Louis. Materials of interest include the histories and anniversaries of St. John Nepomuk 

Church from 1929-1964, the 90th anniversary of Sokol St. Louis, and an unpublished manuscript 

written by Pat Jones titled Whatever Happened to Bohemian Hill chronicling the history of 

Bohemian Hill. The collection has been arranged into four folders by subject matter. The first 

two folders feature materials relating to St. John Nepomuk Church, followed by the American 

Sokol Jubilee, and finally, a copy of Pat Jones’ Whatever Happened to Bohemian Hill. The 

materials in this collection date from 1929 to 1979. 

 

Container List: 

 

f. 1  St. John Nepomuk Church, 1929-1964 

f. 2 St. John Nepomuk Church, 1956-1979 

f. 3 American Sokol Jubilee, 1955 

f. 4 Whatever Happened to Bohemian Hill, 1974 
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