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Notes: The term “Dago Hill” was the initial name for the Hill neighborhoods in St. Louis and is 
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Historical Note:  

 

Starting in the 1880s, St. Louis saw a large influx of Italian immigrants settling in southwest St. 

Louis because of the high demand for quarry workers at recently discovered clay mines. This 

first influx of immigrants founded “Dago Hill” near Manchester Ave, S. Kingshighway Blvd, 

Hampton Ave, Columbia Ave, and Southwest Ave. Currently, the neighborhood is known as the 

Hill. A second group of immigrants from Sicily settled and established a second colony named 

Little Italy near Sixth, Morgan, and O’Fallon Streets in northern St. Louis. By the mid-20th 

century, most of Little Italy’s residents had moved to the Hill. As a result of this migration, the 

Hill became the epicenter for the culture and residence of Italian Americans in St. Louis. Social 

clubs such as the Italian Club of St. Louis, Societa’ Unione E Fratellanza Italiana, and the Ladies 

Auxiliary of the Fratellanza have their origins on the Hill and promote the well-being of Italian 

Americans in St. Louis. 

 

Arrangement:  

 

The collection has been arranged into four folders and is arranged by subject matter. 

 

Scope and Content Note: 

 

The Italians in St. Louis collection contains anniversary programs, an unpublished manuscript, 

and histories of Italian social clubs and Italian Americans in St. Louis from 1966-1972. Materials 

of interest include the 50th anniversaries of the Ladies Auxiliary of the Fratellanza and the 

Italian Club of St. Louis. Also in the collection is the 100th anniversary of the Unione E 

Fratellanza Italiana. Finally, there is an unpublished manuscript by Gary Mormino titled Over 

Here: St. Louis Italo Americans and the First World War. The manuscript chronicles the 

experience of Italian Americans during the First World War in St. Louis. The collection has been 

arranged into four folders by subject matter. The first three folders feature materials pertaining to 

the anniversaries of the Ladies Auxiliary of the Fratellanza, Italian Club, Unione E Fratellanza 

Italiana, and finally, a copy of Gary Mormios’ St. Louis Italo-Americans and the First World 

War.  

 

Container List: 

 

f. 1  Golden Anniversary: Ladies Auxiliary of the Fratellanza, 1970 

f. 2 Golden Anniversary: Italian Club, 1972 

f. 3 One Hundredth Anniversary Centennial of the Societa: Unione E                                                                                                                                                                                          

Fratellanza Italiana Historical Review, 1966 

f. 4 Over Here: St. Louis Italo Americans and the First World War, n.d. 
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