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Historical Note:  
 
The American Red Cross chartered the St. Louis Chapter in 1917 during World War I. The 
chapter initially provided relief services to victims of the war, eventually raising 3 million dollars 
for war relief during the Red Cross War Fund Drive by 1919. After the war, the chapter 
expanded its mission into public health nursing, flood relief, blood services, and emergency 
response. Currently, the St. Louis Chapter is part of the Eastern Missouri Region of the 
American Red Cross. Throughout its existence, the St. Louis Chapter has sustained its operations 
by holding fundraising drives.   
 
Arrangement:  
 
The materials within the scrapbook are arranged chronologically.  
 
Scope and Content Note: 
 
The scrapbook consists of newsletters and newspaper clippings concerning the St. Louis Chapter 
of the American Red Cross’s fundraising campaign for 1955. Topics include the appointments of 
chapter members to leadership positions in the 1955 campaign, including, but not limited to, 
Fred W. Gardner to the chairmanship of the 1955 fundraising campaign, George H. Shields to 
the Red Cross Publicity Chairmanship, and Margaret Thompson to the chairmanship of the 
Downtown Women’s Division. Other subjects include fundraising milestones reached by the St. 
Louis Chapter during the 1955 campaign. Included in the scrapbook are advertisements for the 
fundraising drive in St. Louis area newspapers and corporate newsletters, including Laclede Gas 
Company and Scruggs, Vandervoort, and Barney, Inc. The clippings and advertisements date 
from October 1954 to April 1955. There are also letters to and from American Red Cross, St. 
Louis Chapter officials dating to 1952, regarding the 1952 Red Cross Fund campaign. 
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