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Issac Alexander, November 2023. 
 
Historical Note:  
 
Mid-Continent Life Services Corporation (MLSC) was founded in 1975 and incorporated as 
Metropolitan Life Services, Incorporated in 1976. The MLSC provided social services to the St. 
Louis LGBT community such as a community center, referrals to health facilities and other gay 
support groups, and a telephone hotline. The community center, located at 4940 McPherson in 
St. Louis, provided an activity center, counseling, and Sunday evening get-togethers for 
members of the LGBT community. The MLSC Hotline Committee also became affiliated with 
the St. Louis Metro Area System of Service Hotlines (MASH). Other activities of the MLSC 
included a speaker's bureau, life enrichment classes, and media interviews to help the public 
understand and accept the LGBT community. The MLSC also founded the statewide Missouri 
Gay Caucus and served as a member of the National Gay Task Force before the MLSC dissolved 
in 1978. 
 
Arrangement:  
 
The collection has been into the following five series: 
 
Organizational Papers, Correspondence, and Publications 
Telephone Hotline Papers 
Hotline Phone Log 
Other Groups 
Newsletters 
 
Please note that this collection has been minimally processed and has not been heavily indexed.  
 
Scope and Content Note:  
 
Organizational Papers, Correspondence, and Publications  

This series contains MLSC’s incorporation certificates, board of directors meeting minutes, 
membership meeting minutes, correspondence, directories, speaker’s bureau confirmations, 
donation acknowledgments, and publications. The materials in this series are arranged 
chronologically from 1975 to 1979.  

Telephone Hotline Papers  

This series contains the Metropolitan Association of Service Hotlines meeting minutes, the 
Hotline Board of Advisors meeting minutes, and the hotline training and forwarding manual. The 
materials in this series are arranged chronologically from 1975 to 1978. 

Hotline Phone Log  

This series contains listings of all calls received, the nature and time of each call, and the 
solution or referral offered by the hotline staff worker. The materials in this series are arranged 
chronologically from 1975 to 1978.  
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Other Groups 

This series contains mailings and publications of other local, state, and national gay groups in 
contact with MLSC from 1975 to 1981. The materials in this series are arranged alphabetically. 

Newsletters 

This series contains issues of the MLSC newsletters, including Prime Time and Gay St. Louis. 
The materials in this series are arranged chronologically from 1975 to 1979. 

Container List: 
 

f. 1-18 Organizational Papers, Correspondence, and Publications 
Box 1 f. 1 Certificate of incorporation and IRS tax exemption papers, 1976- 

     1978 
 f. 2 Metropolitan Life Insurance Company lawsuit, 1976 
 f. 3 General directory, no date 
 f. 4 Corporate bylaws, 1976 
 f. 5 Directives of procedures, 1976 
 f. 6 Board of Directors nominating committee candidate files, 1976-1977 
 f. 7-9 Board of Directors minutes, agendas, waivers, and resignation  

     notices, 1976-1978 
 f. 10 Membership meetings, 1975-1978 
 f. 11 General correspondence, 1976-1979 
 f. 12 Mailings, 1976-1978 
 f. 13 Speaker’s Bureau confirmations, 1976-1978 
 f. 14 Donation acknowledgements, 1977 
 f. 15 Publications, 1975-1978 
 f. 16 Opinionnaire, n.d. 
 f. 17 Survey, 1975 
 f. 18 Former members survey, no date 
f. 19-22 Telephone Hotline Papers 
 f. 19 St. Louis Metro Area System of Service Hotlines minutes, 1976-1977 
 f. 20 Hotline Board of Advisors agendas, minutes, and memoranda, 1978 
 f. 21 Hotline Forwarding manual, no date 
 f. 22 Hotline Training manual, no date 
f. 23-54 Hotline Phone Log 
 f. 23-33 October 1975-August 1976 
Box 2 f. 34-54 September 1976-September 1978 
f. 55-68 Other Groups 
 f. 55 Athena, Blue Max, Caucus of Gay Counselors, and Christopher   

     Street Association, 1975-1978 
 f. 56 Dignity, 1977 
 f. 57 Florida Citrus Commission, and Florida Gay Liberation News, 1977 
 f. 58 Fox Valley Gay Association, Gateway Motorcycle Club, Gay  

     Activists Alliance – New York, 1976 
 f. 59 Gay Academic Union, Gay and Lesbian Pride and Planning  

     Committee, Gay Community Center of Colorado, Gay  
     Community Center of San Francisco, and Gay Academic Union  
     St. Louis, 1977-1981 
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 f. 60 Gay Community Services-Kansas City, Missouri, Gay Community  
     Services-Minneapolis, Gay Illini, and Gay Jews, 1975-1977 

 f. 61 Gays On the Hill, Gay People’s Alliance-Washington University,  
     Gay Rights National Lobby, and Illinois Gay Task Force, 1976- 
     1978 

 f. 62 Integrity, 1977-1978 
 f. 63 Joint Committee for Gay Rights, Lambda Legal Defense and  

     Education Fund, 1976-1977 
 f. 64 Lutherans Concerned, and Midwest Gay Rights Financial  

    Committee, 1975-1977 
 f. 65 Missouri Gay Caucus, 1977 
 f. 66 National Gay Task Force, 1975-1978 
 f. 67 National Gay Student Center, Nine Seven Six, Ohio Gay Rights  

     Coalition, Parents and Friends of Gays, 1977 
 f. 68 One of Chicago; Pride Community Center – Joplin, Missouri; St.  

     Louis Gay Coalition; St. Louis Task Force for Human Rights,  
     United Church of Christ – Gay Caucus, 1976-1977 

f. 69-82 Newsletters, 1975-1979 
 f. 69-73 Prime Time, October 1975-August 1976 
Box 3 f. 74-79 Prime Time, October 1976-September 1977 
 f. 80 Gay St. Louis, November 1977, May-June 1978 
 f. 81 Gaylife, December 1978, February 1979, March 1979 
 f. 82 Gay People’s Alliance Newsletter, June, July, and October 1975 

 
Index: 
 

Index Terms Folder 
Gay rights--Missouri--Saint Louis--History 1-82 
Gay community--Missouri--Saint Louis--History 1-82 
Gays--Missouri--Saint Louis 1-82 
Gays--Missouri--Saint Louis--Periodicals 69-82 
Hotlines (Counseling) 19-54 
Lesbians--Missouri--Saint Louis 1-82 
Metropolitan Life Insurance Company 2 
Mid-Continent Life Services Corporation 1-82 
Saint Louis (Mo.)--Social conditions 1-82 
Sexual minorities--Missouri--Saint Louis--History 1-82 
Social movements--Missouri--Saint Louis--20th century 1-82 
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