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Ernest Calloway Papers (S0011) 

AFL-CIO Community Services Records (S0845) 

James Adam Davis Papers (C3666) 

Carpenters’ District Council of Greater St. Louis, AFL-CIO Records (C3696) 

Missouri State Labor Council, AFL-CIO Records (C0216) 

St. Louis/Southern Illinois Labor Tribune Records (S0521) 

Thomas B. Curtis Papers (C3300) 

Carpenters’ Local 1596 Records (S0163) 

Robert A. Young Papers (S0517) 

International Ladies’ Garment Workers’ Union in St. Louis Collection (S0779) 

 

Processed by: Processed by Rachael Heriford, Reilly McDonald, and AJ Medlock, August 2023 

 

Historical Note:  
 

In 1885, the American Federation of Labor presented a resolution at its annual convention, 

calling for an eight-hour workday. The “Eight Hour” movement quickly gathered momentum, 

and trade union groups formed across the United States. St. Louis was an active part of the labor. 

During this time, four national labor organizations were established, including the Central Labor 

Union, the St. Louis Trades Assembly, the Arbeiter Verband (German workers), and the District 

Assembly No. 4 of the Order of the Knights of Labor. In 1886, there was a national split of the 

Knights of Labor, creating the American Federation of Labor. The St. Louis central labor bodies 

were also divided over the issue of union labels and trade union membership. 

 

In 1887, the Central Labor Union, the St. Louis Trades Assembly, and the Arbeiter-Verband 

merged to form the St. Louis Trades and Labor Assembly. In 1897, the group changed its name 

to the Central Trades and Labor Union of St. Louis and Vicinity, but its original goal of 

emancipating workers remained the same. By 1893, under the leadership of David Kreyling 

(1859-1938), the organization’s membership reached 35,000 workers, including those from the 

Women’s Trade Union, the Ladies Garment Workers Union, and the Colored Waiters Union. 

They offered their full support to famous St. Louis labor strikes, including the Streetcar Men’s 

Union Railway Strike of 1900, the late 1880s brewery strikes, Kelley’s Army in 1894, the “Eight 

Hour” strike of the Typographical Union, and the 1920 hotel and restaurant employee’s strike. 

The organization also contributed to political and civic improvements such as workman’s 

compensation, women’s suffrage, free textbooks, municipal bridges, the establishment of public 

high schools, and New Deal social legislation. 

 

As their influence began to wane during World War II due to government action against striking 

workers, the Central Trades and Labor Union of St. Louis set about actively supporting the war 

effort by rallying together laborers and keeping morale high. In 1955, the American Federation 

of Labor merged with the Congress of Industrial Organizations to strengthen relationships 

between unions and workers, creating a more unified labor movement. The Central Trades and 

Labor Union of St. Louis and Vicinity followed suit and changed its name to the St. Louis Labor 

Council, AFL-CIO, in 1957.   
 

Arrangement:  
 

The collection has been arranged chronologically.  

 
 

https://collections.shsmo.org/manuscripts/saint-louis/s0011
https://collections.shsmo.org/manuscripts/saint-louis/s0845
https://collections.shsmo.org/manuscripts/columbia/c3666
https://collections.shsmo.org/manuscripts/columbia/c3696
https://collections.shsmo.org/manuscripts/columbia/c0216
https://collections.shsmo.org/manuscripts/saint-louis/s0521
https://collections.shsmo.org/manuscripts/columbia/c3300
https://collections.shsmo.org/manuscripts/saint-louis/s0163
https://collections.shsmo.org/manuscripts/saint-louis/s0517
https://files.shsmo.org/manuscripts/saint-louis/S0779.pdf
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Scope and Content Note: 

 

The collection contains microfilmed meeting books of the St. Louis Labor Council AFL-CIO 

from 1913 to 1963. Topics of interest include the Ladies Garment Workers’ Union, unionized 

labor during World War II, and references to John I. Rollings, later president of the Missouri 

State Federation of Labor and the Missouri State Labor Council. The microfilm is arranged 

chronologically. 

Container List: 
 

Microfilm Rolls 1-14 v. 1-29 Central Trades and Labor Union of St. Louis and 

     Vicinity meeting minutes, 1913-1963 
 

Index:  
 

Index Terms Medium 

Adams, S.G. v.19 

Advertising, Publicity, and Newspaper Representatives Union v.14-16, 18-19 

African Americans--Employment--Missouri--Saint Louis--20th century v.1-29 

Aircraft industry--Employees--Missouri--Saint Louis--20th century v.12 

Allied Brewery Trades Council  v.1 

Allied Printing Trades Council  v.23-24 

Amalgamated Association of Iron and Steel Workers  v.1-13 

Amalgamated Clothing Workers of America v.12-13, 24-28 

Amalgamated Lithographers of America v.3-4, 13-17 

Amalgamated Meat Cutters v.3-7, 10-11, 18-

29 

Amalgamated Sheet Metal Workers v.1-17 

Amalgamated Street and Electric Railway Employees of America v.4-22 

Amalgamated Transit Union v.19-29 

Amalgamated Watch and Clock Makers’ Union v.4 

American Federation of Government Employees v.13-15, 28-29 

American Federation of Labor v.1-29 

American Federation of Labor. Union Label Trades Department (Philadelphia,  

     Pa.) 

v.1-24 

American Federation of Musicians v.18-29 

American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees v.16-29 

American Federation of Teachers v.13-29 

American Federation of Television and Radio Artists v.15-29 

American Guild of Variety Artists v.18-29 

Ammonia Workers’ Union v.4-6 

Artists’ Union v.15-16 

Associated Actors and Artistes of America v.18-29 



(S0061) St. Louis Labor Council, AFL-CIO Minute Books  Page 4 

 

Go to top 

Index Terms Medium 

Automobile industry workers--Labor unions--Missouri--Saint Louis--20th  

     century 

v.4-12, 14-15, 17 

Badge and Lodge Paraphernalia Maker’s Union v.1-11 

Bakers--Labor unions--Missouri--Saint Louis--20th century v.1-8, 18-29 

Bank Clerks’ Union v.7-16 

Bartenders and Soft Drink Dispensers’ Union v.4-11 

Beer industry--Employees--Labor unions--Missouri--Saint Louis--20th century v.1-15 

Beisel, Peter v.3 

Boot and Shoe Workers’ Union v.1-29 

Boycotts--Missouri--Saint Louis--20th century v.1-29 

Brandt, William M., 1869-1942 v.12-15 

Bread Driver and Salesman Union v.4-6 

Bread Salesman Union v.1-2 

Brewery Engineers’ Union v.1-15 

Broom Makers’ Union v.1-11 

Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators, and Paperhangers of America v.18-29 

Brotherhood of Railway Carmen v.1-6, 18-24 

Brotherhood of Railway Clerks v.5 

Brotherhood of Railway and Steamship Clerks, Freight Handlers, Express and  

     Brotherhood Station Employees 

v.18-24 

Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters v.13-29 

Building service employees--Labor unions--Missouri--Saint Louis--20th  

     century 

v.7-8, 18-19 

Butchers (Persons) v.18-29 

Butterine Workers’ Union v.5-6 

Candy Workers’ Union v.5-6 

Car and Coach Painters’ Union v.1-4 

Carpenters--Labor unions--Missouri--Saint Louis--20th century v.1-12 

Carpenter’s District Council v.1-17, 25-29 

Carriage Driver’s Union v.1-3 

Casket Trimmers’ Union v.4-7 

Cement and Asbestos Material Workers Federal Labor Union v.12-14 

Central Labor Unions and Trade Councils v.15-29 

Chauffer and Carriage Drivers’ Union v.4-6 

Chemical Employees’ Union v.4 

Cigar Makers’ International Union. Local 44 (Saint Louis, Mo.) v.12-15 

City Forestry Employees’ Union v.3, 5-6 

City Water Inspectors’ Union v.4-5 

Clark, Joseph P., 1898-1963 v.13-17, 25-29 

Clay Mines’ Union v.3-5 
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Index Terms Medium 

Cleaners’, Dyers’ and Pressers’ Union v.8, 10-12 

Clerks’ International Association v.26 

Cloth, Hat, Cape and Millinery Makers’ Union v.1-11 

Coal and Material Weighers’ Union v.5 

Coffee, Tea, Spices and Peanut Product Workers’ Union v.6-7 

Cold and Dry Storage Employees’ Union v.5 

Colored Waiters’ Protective Union v.1-9 

Commercial Artists’ Union v.3 

Commercial Telegraphers Union of North America v.3, 17-29 

Communications Workers of America Union v.24-29 

Cooper’s International Union of North America v.1-25 

Congress of Industrial Organization v.1-29 

Cotton and Burlap Bag Workers’ Union v.4 

Cotton Dress and Allied Industries Joint Board v.1-29 

County Farmers’ Union v.1 

Cracker Bakers’ Union v.4 

Dental Laboratory Technicians Union v.12-16, 18-19 

Distillery, Rectifying and Wine Workers’ International Union v.18-29 

Dressmakers--Labor unions--Missouri--Saint Louis--20th century v.1-29 

East St. Louis Central Trades and labor Union v.3-11 

Ehrhardt, Oscar, 1884-1968 v.3, 5, 26-29 

Electrical workers--Labor unions--Missouri--Saint Louis--20th century v.12-18 

Embalmers’ Union v.5, 14-16, 19 

Embroiderers and Pleaters v.18-29 

Engineers--Labor unions--Missouri--Saint Louis--20th century v.12-14 

Federal Employees’ Union v.4-7 

Federal Labor Union v.17 

Federal Teachers of Greater St. Louis v.15 

Felt Hat Finishers v.1-2 

Fire Fighters’ Union v.4-12, 14-16 

Fitzmaurice, William v.12 

Fish Handlers’ Union  v.5 

Florists and Nursery Employees’ Unions v.1-3 

Flour, Feed and Grain Elevator Workers v.14-16, 18 

Franklin Association v.4-17 

Freight Handlers' Local v.12-13 

Furniture Finishers v.19-29 

Garment Cutters’ Union v.1-9 

Garment Cutters and Trimmers v.1-9 

Garment Pressers v.1 
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Index Terms Medium 

Garment Workers’ District Council v.1-11 

Garment Workers’ Union v.1-11 

Glass Bottle Blower Association v.12-15 

Glassworkers--Labor unions--Missouri--Saint Louis--20th century v.1-5, 16 

Glaziers’ Union v.1-5 

Government employees--Labor unions--Missouri--Saint Louis--20th century v.24 

Grain Elevator Employees’ Union v.5 

Granitoid and Cement Workers v.1-2 

Oil industry workers--Labor unions--Missouri--Saint Louis--20th century v.1-2, 12-13 

Hat Workers v.12-29 

Hauser, Joseph v.2, 5 

Horseshoers v.12, 14-15 

Horticulturist v.12, 14-15 

Hotel and Restaurant Employees’ International Alliance and Bartenders’  

     International League of America 

v.1-29 

Hospital Employee’s Union v.4 

Individual Ice Wagon Owners’ Union  v.3 

International Brotherhood of Teamsters v.1-24 

Insurance industry--Labor unions--Missouri--Saint Louis--20th century v.21-25 

International Alliance of Bill Posters and Distributors of the Unites States and  

     Canada 

v.1, 3-29 

International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees and Moving Pictures  

     Operators of the United States and Canada 

v.18-29 

International Association of Bridge, Structural and Iron Workers v.1-29 

International Association of Cleaning and Dye House Workers v.18-24 

International Association of Firefighters v.18-29 

International Association of Heat and Frost Insulators and Asbestos Workers v.14-29 

International Association of Machinists v.12-17, 21-29 

International Brotherhood of Blacksmiths, Drop Foragers and Helpers v.19-21 

International Brotherhood of Boilermakers, Iron Ship Builders, Blacksmiths,  

     Forgers and Helpers 

v.1-9, 18-29 

International Brotherhood of Books Binders v.1-17 

International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers v.1-11, 19-29 

International Brotherhood of Maintenance of Way Employees v.3-4 

International Brotherhood of Pulp, Sulphite and Paper Mill Workers of the  

     United States and Canada 

v.18-29 

International Brotherhood of Stationary Firemen v.1-17, 19-29 

International Brotherhood of Steam Shovel and Dredgemen v.3-4 

International Brotherhood of Teamsters, Chauffeurs Warehousemen and  

    Helpers of America 

v.1-24 

International Brush makers’ Union v.2-4 
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Index Terms Medium 

International Chemical Workers’ Union v.18-29 

International Federation of Professional and Technical Engineers v.22-29 

International Federation of Technical Engineers, Architects and Draftsmen v.16, 18-21 

International Fur and Leather Workers Union of the United States and Canada v.4-11, 18-19 

International Handbag, Luggage, Belt and Novelty Workers’ Union v.21-23 

International Hod carriers, Building and Common Laborers’ Union v.5, 18-29 

International Iron Molders’ Union v.3-5, 7-11 

International Jewelry Workers’ Union v.4, 18-29 

International Ladies’ Garment Workers’ Union v.1-29 

International Leather Goods, Plastics and Novelty Workers v.24 

International Longshoremen’s Association v.26-29 

International Molders’ and Foundry Workers’ Union of North America v.19-29 

International Molders’ Union v.1-11 

International Organization of Masters, Mates and Pilots v.3-6, 16-20 

International Photo Engravers’ Union of North America v.18-29 

International Plate Printers’, Dye Stampers’ and Engravers’ Union of North  

     America 

v.26-28 

International Printing Pressmen’s and Assistants’ Union of North America v.18-29 

International Stereo Typers’ and Electro Typers’ Union of North America v.18-29 

International Stone Pavers’ Union v.1-12 

International Timber Workers’ Union v.5 

International Typographical Union v.19-29 

International Union of Electrical, Radio and Machine Workers v.24-29 

International Union of Painters and Allied Trades v.1-17 

International Union of United Brewery, Flour, Cereal, Soft Drink and Distillery  

     Workers of America 

v.24-29 

International Union, United Automobile, Aircraft and Agricultural Implement  

     Workers of America 

v. 24-29 

Iron Workers v.17 

Janitors’ and Cleaners’ Union of the Building Service Employees International  

     Union 

v.10-12 

Janitors’ Protective Union v.4-5 

Jewelry Craftsmen’s Union v.13-17 

Jewelry Workers International v.4 

Joint Council of Women’s Auxiliaries v.8-29 

Journeymen Barbers, Hairdressers, Cosmetologists’ and Proprietors’  

     International Union of America 

v.1-18 

Journeymen Plumbers’ Union v.1-19 

Journeymen Tailors’ Union v.4-11 

Kreyling, David, 1859-1938 v.1-11 

Labor v. 1-29 
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Index Terms Medium 

Labor movement--Missouri--Saint Louis--History--20th century v.1-29 

Labor unions v.1-29 

Labor unions--Missouri v.1-29 

Labor unions--Missouri--Saint Louis v.1-29 

Laborers’ International Union of America v.5, 18-29 

Lamplighters’ and Cleaners’ Union v.3 

Laundry Drivers’ Union v.1 

Laundry Workers’ International Union v.1, 4, 12-20, 23 

Lang, John, 1861-1930 v.1-29 

Leather and Luggage Workers v. 21-23 

Leather District Council v.15-17 

Leather Workers  v.19 

Lithographers v.1-2 

Local Joint Executive Board H.R.E. v. 11  

Machinists’ International Union v.13-17 

Maltsters’ Union v.1 

Marble, Mosaic and Terrazzo Workers v.1-7 

Marine Engineers’ Benevolent Association v.4-6, 28-29 

Match Workers v.14 

Metalworkers--Labor unions--Missouri--Saint Louis--20th century v.3-29 

Milk Wagon Drivers’ Union v.2-6 

Millinery workers--United States v.12-29 

Mineral and Chemical Workers’ Union v.5 

Miscellaneous Hotel Workers v.14-17 

Miscellaneous Newspaper Workers v.14-16 

Molders and Foundry Men v.16-17 

Monsanto Chemical Company v.15-17 

Mosaic and Terrazzo Workers’ Helpers Union v.10-12 

Moving Picture Film Exchange Employees’ Union v.4-18 

Moving Picture Machine Operators v.1-18 

Municipal Employees’ Union v.4-5 

Murphy, Daniel J. (Daniel Joseph), 1884-1971 v.8-11 

Musicians v.1-17 

Musicians’ Equity Association v.13-17 

National Association of Letter Carriers v.19-29 

National Association of Post Office Clerks v.21 

National Association of Post Office and Railway Mail Handlers v.18-29 

National Association of Postal Supervisors v.19-22 

National Association of Special Delivery Messengers v.21-29 

National Federation of Insurance Agents v.19 
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Index Terms Medium 

National Maritime Union of America v.24-29 

National Union of Steam Engineers v.12, 15 

Neckwear Cutters’ Union v.4 

Neckwear Workers’ Union v.2-13 

Newspaper carriers v.1-17 

Newspaper Guild (Saint Louis, Mo.) v.24-29 

Normandy Public Schools (Saint Louis Mo.)--Teachers--Labor unions v.17 

Office Employees’ International Union v.18-19 

Oil, Chemical and Atomic Workers International Union v.24-29 

Oil industry workers--Labor unions--Missouri--Saint Louis--20th century v.1-2, 12-13 

Optical shop workers v.12-13 

Ornamental glass workers v.19-29 

Ornamental Glass Workers’ Union v.3-11 

Packing House Teamsters’ Union v.5-6 

Packing-house workers--United States v.18-29 

Papercraft workers v.17 

Paper Hangers’ Union v.1-6 

Paper rulers v.1-7 

Passenger Train Porters’ Union v.7 

Pattern Makers’ League of North America v.18, 20-27 

Paving Cutter’s Union v.11-12 

Paving inspectors and overseers v.5 

Philippi, Louis v.1 

Photoengraving--Employees v.1-17 

Piano, Organ, and Musical Instrument Workers’ Union v.5-7 

Pipe coverers and asbestos workers v.1-2 

Plasterers’ and Cement Masons’ International Association of the United States  

     and Canada 

v.26-29 

Plasterers’ Union v.14-15 

Post Office Clerks’ Union v.1-17 

Post Office Laborers’ Union v.8-11 

Postal service--Employees v.4-18 

Postal Transport Association v.26-27 

Poultry Dressers’ Union v.5 

Press feeders v.1-2, 4-17 

Printing pressmen v.1-17 

Public school employees v. 6, 14-15, 18-29 

Public School Janitors’ and Matrons’ Union v.5-10 

Railway workers--Labor unions--Missouri--Saint Louis--20th century v.4-7, 19-29 

Red Caps’ Union v.14 
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Index Terms Medium 

Renshen, Louis J. v.18-24 

Rollings, John I. (John Isaac), 1905-1970 v.16-21 

Rufflers, Operators and Art Workers v.1-29 

Sales personnel--Labor unions--Missouri--Saint Louis--20th century v.1, 4-11 

Service Employees’ International Union v.6, 14-29 

Seafarers’ International Union of North America v.29 

Sheet Metal Workers’ International Association v.18-29 

Ship Builders and Caulkers  v.1 

Shoe Repairers’ Union v.10 

Sign Painters’ Union v.1-7 

Silk Dress and Cloak Joint Board v.1-29 

Slate and Tile Roofers Helpers’ Union v.1 

Sleeping Car Porters’ Union v.6-7, 10 

Smelter Workers v.15-16, 19 

Soap Workers’ Union v.4 

Soda Mineral Water and Bottlers’ Workers v.1-3 

Soft Drink Drivers’ and Salesmen’s Union v.5-6 

Sprinkler Fitters’ Union v.1-5 

St. Louis Labor Council, AFL-CIO v.1-29 

St. Louis Mailers v.1-17 

Steam Fitters and Helpers v.1-3 

Steam Fitters and Helpers and Gas Fitters and Helpers v.4-17 

Stenographers, Typists and Bookkeepers’ Association v.1-16 

Stereo Typers v. 1-17 

Stone Derrickmen’s Union v.1-2, 8-9, 15-16 

Stove, Furnace, and Allied Appliance Workers’ International Union of North  

     America 

v. 1-17 

Stove Mounters and Steel Ranger Workers v.4-9 

Stove Mounters’ International Union v.1-28 

Street Cleaners, Inspectors and Overseers’ Union v.4-5 

Street Cleaners’ Union v.4-5 

Street Paving Inspectors and Overseers Union v.4-5 

Suspender workers v.1-3 

Switchmen’s Union of North America v.1-5 

Tailors’ Union v.1-12 

Teachers’ Federation (Vocational) v.16-17 

Teachers of Greater St. Louis v.16 

Teamsters’ Joint Council v.1-6 

Textile Workers’ Union of America v.24, 26-29 

Theatre and Amusement Employees’ Union v.13 
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Index Terms Medium 

Theatre Employees’ Union v.14-16, 18 

Theatrical Brotherhood v.1-17 

Theatrical Wardrobe Attendants’ Union v.8-18 

Tobacco Workers’ International Union v.19-29 

Tobacco workers--Employees--Labor unions--20th Century v.1-28 

Tobacco Workers’ Union v.1-18 

Train Porters’ Union v.5 

Transport workers--Labor unions--Missouri--Saint Louis--20th century v.4-7 

Transport Workers’ Union v.1-18 

Travelers’ Goods and Leather Novelty Workers v.1-2 

Tri-City Central Trades Council v.1-4 

Tuck Pointers’ Union v.1-4 

Typography v.1-5 

Typographical Union v.1-18 

Underwear Workers v.1-29 

U.A. Pipe Trades Council  v.2-4 

United Association of Journeymen and Apprentices of the Plumbing and Pipe  

     Fitting Industry 

v.21-29 

United Association of Plumbers and Steam Fitters of the United States and  

     Canada 

v.18-20 

United Auto Workers’ Citizenship Educational Council v.25-29 

United Brick and Clay Workers of America v.12, 16-29 

United Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners of America v.1-29 

United Brotherhood of Leather Workers on Horse Goods v.1-9 

United Brotherhood of Shipwrights and Caulkers v.2-7 

United Cement, Lime, and Gypsum Workers International Union v.15-29 

United Commercial Artists v.13-14 

United Federation of Postal Clerks v.28-29 

United Garment Workers of America v.12-29 

United Garment Workers’ Union v.1-29 

United Glass and Ceramic Workers of North America v.25-29 

United Hatters, Cap and Millinery Workers’ International Union v.12-29 

United Hatters of North America v.3-7 

United International Union of Automobile Workers  v.13 

United Paper Product Employees’ Union v.5 

United Papermakers and Paperworkers v.24-29 

United Shoe Workers of America v.24-25, 29 

United States--Economic conditions--20th century v.1-29 

United States Mail Messengers v.14-15 

United States--Missouri--Labor unions--History--20th century v.1-29 
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Index Terms Medium 

United Steelworkers of America v.24-29 

United Textile Workers of America v.21-28 

United Transport Service Employees of America v.29 

Upholsterers’ International Union of North America v.1-29 

Ushers, Ticket Takers, and Public Servicing Employees v.6, 14-15, 18-29 

Utility Workers Union of America v.24-28 

Van Drivers and Helpers’ Union v.2-4 

Vehicle Painters and Body men v.19-29 

Vehicle Trades Council v.7-16 

Waiters v.1-18 

Waitresses’ Union v.1-18 

Water Works Laborers’ Protective Union v.7-13 

Web Pressmen v.1-9 

Webb, William Alfred, 1878-1936 v.22-24 

White Rats Actors’ Union v.1-4 

Wholesale Alcoholic Beverage Salesmen v.14 

Wholesale Grocery House Employees v.1 

Wholesale House Employees’ Federal Labor Union v.12 

Wholesale House Packing Room Employees’ Union v.4-6 

Wholesale Wine and Liquor Plant Workers v.14-15 

Window Cleaners v.6, 14-15, 18-29 

Window Trimmers v.14 

Window Washers v.12-14 

Wire and Corrugated Glass Workers v.19-29 

Women employees--Missouri v.1-29 

Women labor union members--Missouri v.1-29 

Women’s Auxiliary to Bakers v.16-27 

Women’s Auxiliary to Carpenters v.14-29 

Women’s Auxiliary to Central Trades and Labor Union v.2-16, 18-23 

Women’s Auxiliary to Moving Picture Operators v.17-29 

Women’s Auxiliary to Post Office Clerks v.18-29 

Women’s International Union Label League v.2-3, 5 

Women’s Trade Union League v.1-7, 14-28 

Wood, Wire, and Metal Lathers’ International Union v.1-10 

Woracek, Jose v.3-4 

Working class women--United States--History--20th Century v.1-29 

 


