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Historical Note:

Nina P. Lewis, born around 1900, was a resident of northern St. Louis, Missouri. She was well
known as a member of the Presbyterian Church and was interested in Black history, current
events, and education. Lewis collected newspaper clippings concerning the politics surrounding
Black issues during the early 1900s. Nina P. Lewis died sometime in the 1980s.

Arrangement:
The collection has been arranged into one folder according to media type.
Scope and Content Note:

The Nina P. Lewis Papers contain booklets of rituals, bylaws, constitutions, newspaper clippings,
and articles regarding Black life and culture in St. Louis, Missouri, during the late 1800s and
early 1900s. The rituals, bylaws, and constitutions originate from Black Masonic Lodges in St.
Louis, such as the Heroines of the Templars Crusade, Heroines of Jericho, and Ancient Egyptian
Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine. The newspaper clippings document Black politics in
the early 1900s, including Theodore Roosevelt’s tenure as President of the United States of
America. Materials of interest include the August 1909 Negro Educational Review, a monthly
journal edited by Dr. David V. Bohannon, devoted to Black Americans’ educational,
professional, and business pursuits. Also included is a poem written by Tom Craig in 1861
during the Civil War entitled 4 Song, Dedicated to The Colored Volunteer, and the cover of the
1894-1895 Annual Statement of the St. Louis Colored Orphans’ Home. The materials in this
collection are dated from 1894 to 1926 and are arranged according to media type.

Container List:
f.1 Bylaws, constitution, and rituals of St. Louis, Missouri Black lodges;
business cards; Negro Educational Review, August 1909; and newspaper

clippings, 1909; 1894-1926

Index:

Index Term Folder

African American freemasonry--Missouri--St. Louis

African American Heroines of Jericho--Missouri

African Americans--Education--United States

African Americans--Music

African Americans--Religion--Missouri

African American soldiers--Poetry

African American women--Missouri--Societies and clubs
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Ancient Egyptian Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, Inc. (Prince Hall
Affiliated)
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Index Term

Folder

Bartholdt, Richard, 1855-1932

Dockery, A.M. (Alexander Monroe), 1845-1926

Jefferson, Thomas, 1743-1826

Lynching--Law and legislation--United States

Manual Training--Missouri

McKinley, William, 1843-1901

Missouri--Saint Louis--History

Roosevelt, Theodore Jr., 1858-1909

United States--History--Civil War, 1861-1865--Songs and music

Washington, Booker T., 1856-1915

Women in Charitable Work--Missouri--Saint Louis--History
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