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Historical Note:   

 

In 1972, parents of children attending T.L. Hardin Jr. High in St. Charles, Missouri, raised 

complaints about a textbook entitled Promise of America. The book was written by Larry Cuban 

and Phillip Roden in 1971, intended for use by undereducated youth and in inner-city schools.  

The book attempts to take an approach to learning more focused on critical thinking and problem 

solving than memorization. Opponents claimed that the textbook was attempting to “change 

attitudes” and teach morals conflicting with those taught at home. Parents like Mrs. Laura Rogers 

pushed for the book's removal from the school’s curriculum. The issue was discussed at school 

board meetings before the district decided not to remove the book, but instead to offer an 

alternative history course using a different textbook. Dissatisfied with the outcome, Mrs. Rogers 

and several other parents pulled their children out of St. Charles public school and opened a new 

Christian private school in a one-room schoolhouse. 
 

Arrangement:  
 

The collection has been arranged into one folder.  

 

Scope and Content:  

 

The Concerned Citizens for St. Charles Collection contains articles, correspondence, interview 

transcripts, and a term paper detailing the efforts of Concerned Citizens of St. Charles to remove 

a textbook series known as “Promise of America” from the 8th grade curriculum in the St. 

Charles school district. The citizens' complaints primarily relate to the “unpatriotic” nature of the 

book series.  This includes discussion of controversial topics such as abortion, class struggle, 

drugs, and socialism.  Included in the collection is a transcript from an interview on The Today 

Show with Mrs. Lara Rogers, one of the concerned parents. Additionally, there is a transcript of a 

speech Mrs. Rogers gave in 1972 in Florissant, Missouri and letters from both Concerned 

Citizens for St. Charles and the principal of Hardin Junior High to parents. An analysis of the 

material included is provided by the collection creator, Ruth Muir. The materials in this 

collection date from 1972-1973. 
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f. 1 Articles, correspondence, interview transcripts, and a term paper, 

1972-1973 
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