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Processed by: Processed by Western Historical Manuscript Collection Staff March 1988. 

Revised by Zack Palitzsch June 2021. 

 

Biographical Note:  

 

Born in St. Louis on March 4, 1912, Dorothy Jean Coleman received a bachelor’s degree in 

English and Theater from Vassar College in 1932, a bachelor's in journalism from the University 

of Missouri in 1934, and a master’s degree in Counseling from Washington University in 1968. 

In 1938, she married St. Louis attorney, George Roudebush, who died in 2000. She held 

positions as a guidance counselor, publicity director, and English teacher on the faculty of John 

Burroughs School in St. Louis from 1954 to 1965. Roudebush worked as a counselor at 

Lindenwood College in St. Charles, Missouri, from 1963 to 1970.  

 

In 1963, social worker Julian Hall suggested to Planned Parenthood that it form a citizens' group 

to make family planning services available to St. Louis families through area public health 

institutions. Dorothy Roudebush, a long-time member of Planned Parenthood, helped organize 

the Citizens' Committee for Family Planning Through Public Health Services in February 1964. 

She served as the committee's chairperson until the group disbanded in 1968.  

 

The Citizens' Committee sought endorsements to provide birth control clinics in city and county 

health facilities from individuals, civic and religious groups, as well as city and county officials. 

Although endorsements came from the Urban League, the Metropolitan Church Federation, the 

Ethical Society, the St. Louis Rabbinical Association, and the United Church Women of St. 

Louis, the group failed to convince public officials to add family planning to its public health 

services.  

 

Family planning clinics did not become a part of St. Louis public health service until after the 

federal government made "War on Poverty" funds available in 1965. The Citizens' Committee 

worked with the St. Louis Human Development Corporation to establish and ensure the 

implementation of family planning programs. Once it accomplished its work, the Citizens' 

Committee disbanded. A Family Planning Task Force formed shortly thereafter to continue 

monitoring the area's resources, facilities, and expansion of family planning services. Roudebush 

served first as secretary and later as the chairperson of the Family Planning Task Force group 

until 1971.  

 

In December 1969, Roudebush helped found the Committee for Legal Abortion in Missouri and 

served as its president. The group launched a drive to persuade the state legislature to liberalize 

the state's 1835 law forbidding abortions. A bill designed to repeal the law in 1971, sponsored by 

Representative DeVerne Calloway, remained in the committee. Before a similar measure could 

be introduced, in 1973, the U. S. Supreme Court's Roe vs. Wade decision legalized abortion 

nationwide.  
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Other organizations and groups in which Roudebush took an active role included the University 

City League of Women Voters, the League of Women Voters of St. Louis, the St. Louis chapter 

of the United Nations Association, and the Commission on the Ministry of the Diocese of 

Missouri. Roudebush served as president of the League of Women Voters of St. Louis from 1941 

to 1943. Roudebush died in 2007 at age 95.  

 

Arrangement:  

 

The collection has been arranged into the following three series:  

 

Citizens’ Committee for Family Planning Through Public Health Services 

Committee for Legal Abortion in Missouri 

Family Planning Task Force  

 

Scope and Content Note: 

 

Citizens’ Committee for Family Planning Through Public Health Services 

 

This series contains meeting minutes and notices, reports, newspaper clippings, press releases, 

resolutions, and statements of purpose and support regarding Roudebush’s efforts as chairperson 

of the Citizens’ Committee for Family Planning to establish birth control services in public 

hospitals and clinics in the St. Louis area. This series also includes Roudebush’s correspondence 

with several local officials and organizations in the St. Louis area, including the Urban League of 

St. Louis, Metropolitan Church Federation of St. Louis, Bishop George L. Cadigan, and Mayor 

Raymond R. Tucker, soliciting support for the cause. The materials in this series date from 1959 

to 1975 and are arranged alphabetically.  

 

Committee for Legal Abortion in Missouri 
 

This series contains brochures, correspondence, information sheets, notes and statistics on 

abortion, press releases, and speeches regarding Roudebush’s efforts in making abortion legal in 

Missouri. Materials of note in this series include abortion legislation and Roudebush’s compiled 

supporting arguments supporting the need for birth control in public clinics. This series also 

contains Roudebush’s testimony before the Senate Sub-Committee on Constitutional 

Amendments regarding the pro-choice rights of women. The materials in this series date from 

1961-1982 and are arranged alphabetically.  

 

Family Planning Task Force 

 

This series contains correspondence, meeting minutes, memoranda, and newspaper clippings 

documenting the Family Planning Task Force’s efforts at monitoring the area's resources, 

facilities, and expansion of family planning services. This series also includes meeting minutes 

for the Affiliates Committee of Planned Parenthood and Roudebush’s notes regarding the 

Missouri Department of Public Health and Welfare. Materials of interest include a summary of a 

conference held between Planned Parenthood and Missouri Governor John Dalton regarding 

contraceptive services provided by public health clinics. The material in this series date from 

1959 to 1971 and are arranged alphabetically. 
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Container List: 

 

f. 1-15 Citizens’ Committee for Family Planning Through Public Health 

Services 

Box 001 f. 1 Correspondence, 1963-1968 

 f. 2 Correspondence for group solicitation, 1964-1965 

 f. 3 Correspondence scrapbook, 1964 

 f. 4 Correspondence with St. Louis officials, 1964-1965 

 f. 5 Department of Public Health and Hospitals, St. Louis City and 

County, 1964 

 f. 6 History, January 14, 1969 

 f. 7 Lehfeldt, Hans, lecture, August 24, 1964 

 f. 8 Meeting minutes, notices, and reports, 1963-1969 

 f. 9 Membership and endorsement lists, 1964 

 f. 10 Proposal to St. Louis Human Development Corporation, June 17, 

1965 

 f. 11 Resolutions, 1959-1966 

 f. 12 Statements of purpose, 1964 

 f. 13 Statements of support, 1964 

f. 14-22 Committee for Legal Abortion in Missouri 

 f. 14 Abortion, legislation and supporting arguments, 1971-1975 

 f. 15 Abortion statistics, 1974-1982 

 f. 16 Brochures, information sheets, press releases, resolutions, and 

statements, 1970-1979 

 f. 17 Correspondence, 1971-1975 

 f. 18 Newspaper clippings on abortion, 1972-1982 

 f. 19 Notes on abortion, 1961-1979 

 f. 20 Notes for speeches, 1970-1974 

Box 002 f. 21 Speaker’s and debater’s notebooks, no date 

 f. 22 Speeches, 1970-1975 

 f. 23 Testimony before Senate Sub-Committee on Constitutional 

Amendments, September 12, 1974 

f. 24-31 Family Planning Task Force 

 f. 24 Correspondence and memoranda, 1968-1970 

 f. 25 Meeting minutes and notices, 1968-1970 

 f. 26 Missouri Department of Public Health and Welfare, notes and 

chain of command, no date 

 f. 27 Newspaper clippings, 1962-1971 

 f. 28 Notes on “The Anatomy of a Victory,” 1959 

 f. 29 Planned Parenthood, Affiliates Committee meeting minutes, 

May 7, 1963 

 f. 30 Planned Parenthood, conference with Governor Dalton, January 

25, 1963 

 f. 31 St. Louis Community Meeting for a community-wide family 

planning program, 1970 
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National Abortion Rights Action League 1, 14-31 

Planned Parenthood Association of St. Louis 1-31 
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Public Health--Missouri--Saint Louis 1-31 
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