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Biographical Note:

Viola Virgina Woodall was born in St. Louis, Missouri, to Anvil (1859-1947) and Elizabeth
Johnson (1866-1964). Viola married Roland Woodall in 1923. The couple had two children:
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Calbert A. (1924-2021) and Paul A. (1925-2017). The Woodalls lived in St. Louis, where Viola
worked as a homemaker, secretary, and accountant. During the 1940s, Viola served as the music
director of the Immanuel Baptist Church in St. Louis City. As music director, Woodall directed
the Young Men’s Choir. During World War II, many members of the men’s choir joined the
armed services. In response, Viola organized a group of women from the church to serve as
“Service Mothers” and write to the newly drafted choristers. The letters attempted to inform
service members about church activities, boost morale, and let them know what was happening
to other service members from the church. From 1943-1944, Viola compiled the letters and
general church news for Immanuel Baptist Church to create the newsletter Armed Services News
to distribute to the soldiers and members of the church. During the 1980s, Viola relocated to St.
Charles and lived there until she died on March 8, 1995.

Arrangement:
The collection has been arranged into the following three series:

Correspondence
Lists and Ledger
Church Bulletin

Scope and Content Note:

Correspondence

This series contains the letters written to Viola Woodall from the servicemen. The servicemen
primarily addressed the letters to Viola as “Mom.” The bulk of the letters come from Woodall’s
son, Paul Arthur, referred to in other men’s letters as “Artie.” In their letters, servicemen
primarily discussed experiences while serving, their relationships with women, and their desire
to return home. Materials in this series span from 1942 to 1946 and are arranged alphabetically
by last name.

Lists and Ledger

The Lists and Ledger series contains a ledger listing correspondent names and dates of the letters
sent to each of the "Service Mothers." Further materials of interest include lists of the service
men's birthdates, their wives, and wives' addresses. The materials in this series have been
arranged chronologically and contains materials from 1944 to 1946.

Church Bulletin

This series documents the creation of the first issue of Armed Service News, the wartime church
bulletin of the Immanuel Baptist Church. The series also includes the stencil master and design
sketch of the first issue and handwritten notes chronicling the creation of the bulletin. The
materials in this series have been maintained in their original order and contain materials from
1945.

Container List:

f. 1-22 Correspondence, 1942-1946
f. 1 John W. Bibb, 1943-1944
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f.2 Peyton Harris Bibb, 1943-1945

f.3 Frank Bland, 1944-1945

f. 4 William Dale Boss, 1943-1945

f. 5-8 Kenneth Brown, 1943-1945

f.9 James Duncan, 1944-1946

f. 10 V. Edward Duncan, 1944-1945

f. 11 Bill English, 1943-1946

f. 12 Leon Evans, 1943-1945

f. 13 Willis O’Briant, 1944-1945

f. 14 Otho Moutray, 1943-1945

f. 15 Others, 1942-1946

f. 16-18 Raymond Smith, 1943-1945

f. 19-22 Art Woodall, 1944-1946

f. 23-24 Lists and Ledger
f. 23 Lists, 1944-1945
f. 24 Ledger, 1944-1946
f. 25 Church Bulletin

f. 25 Armed Services News, Immanuel Baptist Church newsletter, 1945

Index:
Index Terms Folder

Baptists--Missouri--Saint Louis 1-25
‘Immanuel Baptist Church (Saint Louis, Mo.) ‘1-25
‘Soldiers--United States--History--20th century ‘1-25
‘Soldiers--Missouri--Correspondence ‘1-25
'Woodall, Paul Arthur, 1925-2017 4
'Woodall, Viola Virgina Johnson, 1902-1995 1-25
World War, 1939-1945 1-25
World War, 1939-1945--Missouri--Saint Louis 1-25
‘World War, 1939-1945--Personal narratives, American ‘1-22
'World War, 1939-1945--Women--United States 1-25
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