S0555 Dickmann, Bernard F. (1888-1971)
Photograph Collection, 1918-1967
1,991 Photographs, 1 Scrapbook

This collection is available at The State Historical Society of Missouri. If you would like
more information, please contact us at shsresearch@umsystem.edu.

Bernard F. Dickmann was perhaps the most outstanding and colorful mayor the city of St.
Louis has ever had. He served as mayor through the depth of the Great Depression with
enthusiasm, flair and passion for achievement that inspired city residents during those hard
times. As part of a democratic administration he was able to accomplish great things for the
city by taking advantage of Franklin Roosevelt’s many public works program. He left a
legacy of buildings, bridges, and monuments that are the essence of St. Louis.

Dickmann was born in 1888. His parents were German immigrants, and the family lived in
South St. Louis. After serving in World War | Dickmann joined his father's company, The
Joseph F. Dickmann Real Estate Company. He was elected president of the St. Louis Real
Estate Board for three terms.

In 1933 Dickmann became the first Democrat elected mayor of St. Louis in twenty four
years. He served as mayor until 1941. Dickmann was responsible for passing the Standard
Milk Ordinance, the Municipal Merit System, the Public Defender System, the Public
Housing Program, and the Anti-Smoke Ordinance which eliminated the soft coal pollution
which blanketed St. Louis in eternal darkness. To his administration goes the credit of
completing Kiel Auditorium, the US Court and Custom House, and electric street lights
throughout the city. Mayor Dickmann was responsible for building the St. Louis Municipal
Air Port, Homer G. Philips Hospital, Malcolm Bliss Psychopathic Hospital, the Armory, the
Soldiers Memorial, the Jewel Box, the Mills Fountain, the Kings highway overpass and the
first St. Louis expressway: Highway 40. Dickmann also initiated the efforts which resulted in
the Jefferson National Expansion Memorial, including the acquisition and clearing of the
land and the architectural competition which produced the design for the Arch.

During World War | Dickmann served as one of four inspector generals of civilian defense
under Fiorello La Guardia. He was Postmaster of St. Louis from 1943 to 1958, president of
the National Association of Postmasters from 1951 to 1952, and Director of the St. Louis
Welfare Department from 1959-1961.

Dickmann was director of the Salvation Army for over forty years, a director of the St. Louis
Chapter of the March of Dimes, and Exalted Ruler of the Elks, and a member of the National
Executive Committee of the American Legion.

In 1949 Dickmann married Mrs. Pat Herrington, of Mt. Olive, Mississippi. He died in 1971.

The Collection contains photographs of many famous people who visited St. Louis including:
Harry Truman, Wrong Way Corrigan, Forello La Guardia. The collection also contains a
Scrapbook of the Missouri exhibition at the 1939 World’s Fair in New York
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. Photographs 555.1-555.20

. Photographs 555.21-555.40

. Photographs 555.41-555.65

. Photographs 555.66-555.79

. Photographs 555.80-555.89

. Photographs 555.90-555.139

. Newsclippings and invitation
. Photographs 555.140-555.160
. Photographs 555.161-555.180

. Photographs 555.181-555.200
. Photographs 555.201-555.220
. Photographs 555.221-555.234
. Photographs 555.235-555.250
. Photographs 555.251-555.270
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Photographs 555.271-555.290
Photographs 555.291-555.310
Photographs 555.311-555.330
Photographs 555.331-555.350
Photographs 555.351-555.369
Photographs 555.370-555.390
Photographs 555.391-555.406
Photographs 555.407-555.430
Photographs 555.431-555.450
Photographs 555.451-555.471
Photographs 555.472-555.496
Photographs 555.497-555.520
Photographs 555.521-555.540
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40.

Photographs 555.541-555.556
Photographs 555.557-555.580
Photographs 555.581-555.605
Photographs 555.606-555.620
Photographs 555.621-555.640
Photographs 555.641-555.660
Photographs 555.661-555.680
Photographs 555.681-555.701
Photographs 555.702-555.721
Photographs 555.722-555.742
Photographs 555.743-555.759
Photographs 555.760-555.770
Photographs 555.771-555.780



41. Photographs 555.781-555.790
42. Photographs 555.791-555.800
43. Photographs 555.801-555.809
44. Photographs 555.810-555.815
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55.
56.
S7.
58.
59.
60.
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62.
63.
64.

Photographs 555.816-555.829
Photographs 555.830-555.844
Photographs 555.845-555.860
Photographs 555.861-555.877
Photographs 555.878-555.891
Photographs 555.892-555.902
Photographs 555.903-555.915
Photographs 555.916-555.927
Photographs 555.928-555.940
Photographs 555.941-555.955
Photographs 555.956-555.968
Photographs 555.969-555.984
Photographs 555.985-555.993
Photographs 555.994-555.1008
Photographs 555.1009-555.1025
Photographs 555.1026-555.1039
Photographs 555.1040-555.1053
Photographs 555.1054-555.1069
Photographs 555.1070-555.1083
Photographs 555.1084-555.1099

BOX 5
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79.

Photographs 555.1100-555.1116
Photographs 555.1117-555 1131
Photographs 555.1132-555.1143
Photographs 555.1144-555.1158
Photographs 555.1159-555.1173
Photographs 555.1174-555. 204
Photographs 555.1205-555 230

Photographs 555.1231-555. 262
Photographs 555.1263-555.1296
Photographs 555.1297-555.1326
Photographs 555.1327-555.1363
Photographs 555.1364-555.1385
Photographs 555.1386-555.1407
Photographs 555.1408-555.1437
Photographs 555.1438-555.1468

BOX 6



80. Photographs 555.1469-555.1485
81. Photographs 555.1486-555.1504
82. Photographs 555.1505-555.1521
83. Photographs 555.1522-555.1547
84. Photographs 555.1531-555.1547 (duplicates of folder 83 in scrapbook)
85. Photographs 555.1548-555.1561
86. Photographs 555.1562-555.1589
87. Photographs 555.1590-555.1602
88. Photographs 555.1603-555.1618
89. Photographs 555.1619-555.1628
90. Photographs 555.1629-555.1638
91. Photographs 555.1639-555.1648
92. Photographs 555.1649-555.1662
93. Photographs 555.1663-555.1676
94. Photographs 555.1677-555.1688
95. Photographs 555.1689-555.1699
96. Photographs 555.1700-555.1712

BOX 7

97. Photographs 555.1713-555.1727

98. Photographs 555.1728-555.1746

99. Photographs 555.1747-555.1767

100. Photographs 555.1768-555.1789
101. Photographs 555.1790-555.1819
102. Photographs 555.1820-555.1850
103. Photographs 555.1851-555.1870
104. Photographs 555.1871-555.1899
105. Photographs 555.1900-555.1963
106. Photographs 555.1964-555.1976

BOX 8

Oversize
Photographs 555.1977-1987
Scrapbook of Missouri Exhibit in 1939 Worlds Fair

Photographs 555.1988-555.1991 located in the map case.



