PRELIMINARY INVENTORY
S0772 (SA2697, SA2856, SA3810, SA4404)
METRO HOUSING RESOURCES RECORDS

This collection is available at The State Historical Society of Missouri Research Center-
St. Louis. If you would like more information, please contact us at stlouis@shsmo.org.

Introduction
Approximately 29 cubic feet

The records of Metro Housing Resources contain correspondence, meeting minutes,
applications, and newsletters documenting the organization's mission to advocate for fair
housing and housing options for lower-income families and researching questions related
to fair housing and the provisions of housing for low-income and minority families. The
services consisted of developing and maintaining a listing service for clients and
providing a referral and counseling service for people alleging discrimination in housing.
Harry Edward Berndt, the director, closed the organization in 1982, citing declining
support for housing issues under the Reagan administration.

Members of the Concordia Seminary Social Concerns Committee and other interested
citizens of St. Louis County founded Metro Housing Resources in 1970 under the name
New Neighbors. They later changed the name to County Open Housing and finally to
MHR, which better identified it as a metropolitan-wide fair housing organization. They
established MHR in response to the United States Civil Rights Commission hearings held
in St. Louis early in 1970 which concluded the that St. Louis area "housed essentially two
societies as the Kerner Commission warned" and that the "racial division of St. Louis is
supported by a broad network of institutional systems whose leaders disclaim
responsibility for them". The committee stated that the existence of two different housing
markets supported this reality. MHR intended to help make housing options available to
all people in every area of metropolitan St. Louis.

MHR's specific activities included the provision of client services, advocacy for fair
housing and housing options for lower-income families, and research questions related to
fair housing and the provisions of housing for low-income and minority families. The
services consisted of developing and maintaining a listing service for minority and low-
income renters and providing a referral and counseling service for people alleging
discrimination in housing. Also, MHR attempted to convince property owners to
participate in the HUD-subsidized Section 8 program and sought low-cost housing for
those clients not certified for Section 8. MHR counseled all clients regarding their rights
and obligations as tenants and their rights under fair housing legislation.

In 1978, Metro Housing Resources director Harry "Pete" Berndt completed a study of
displacement in several midwestern cities, including St. Louis, Chicago, Detroit,
Cleveland, and Toledo. The study resulted from a concern over the large numbers of low-
income people, the majority comprised of African Americans displaced from
redevelopment areas in St. Louis. MHR also proposed a major research effort to
determine the number of instances of emergency housing requests by type in St. Louis, as
well as the viability of providing permanent housing for families.
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MHR submitted administrative complaints against St. Louis County for several years,
alleging that the County failed to meet its obligation to provide housing for lower-income
people. Each complaint stressed specifically the failure of municipalities to participate in
the provision for housing low-and moderate-income persons; the failure of the County to
have an affirmative fair housing program; and the failure of municipalities to
affirmatively comply with civil rights laws. As a result, the County's fifth-year
application became conditioned by HUD, and its funds denied for failure to provide
adequately for housing for low-and moderate-income families.

MHR also filed an administrative complaint has against St. Louis city's sixth year VI
application, emphasizing the city's deficiencies in fair housing, displacement, and in
aspects of its housing programs. As a result of its monitoring activities, MHR became
selected to participate in the National Citizens Monitoring Project, administered by the
Working Group For Community Development Block Grant Reform and funded by the
Community Services Administration. MHR monitored the activities of both St. Louis
City and St. Louis County.

Director Berndt closed the MHR office in 1982, in response to declining support for
housing issues under the Reagan administration.

Donor Information

The papers were donated to the University of Missouri by Harry Edward Berndt on May
30, 1985 (Accession No. SA2697). An addition was made on April 25, 1988 by Harry
Edward Berndt (Accession No. SA2856). An addition was made on April 27, 1988 by
Harry Edward Berndt (Accession No. SA4404). An addition was made on September 8,
2008 by Harry Edward Berndt (Accession No. SA3810).

Copyright and Restrictions

The Donor has given and assigned to the State Historical Society of Missouri all rights of
copyright which the Donor has in the Materials and in such of the Donor’s works as may
be found among any collections of Materials received by the Society from others.

Box List

Box 1

Administrative complaints, 1975-1981, no date (13 folders)
Administrative Performance Case Study of St. Louis City, November 1980
Administrative Performance Case Study, 1980

Box 2

Administrative Performance Case Study, June 1980

Advocacy efforts, 1977

“An Urgent Need: A National Housing Policy,” by Harry Berndt, no date

“Analysis of Community Development Block Grant Expenditures in St. Louis City and
County,” by Harry Berndt, June 1977
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Annotated Housing Bibliography, 1980

Apartments in St. Louis County, 1972

Aid to Families with Dependent Children, 1975-1977

Applications, 1976-1980 (5 folders)

Application comments, 1977-1978

Applications, 1979-1981

Applications draft, 1979-1980

Assisted Family Occupancy Study, Department of Housing and Urban Development,
1980

Assisted Housing Occupancy contracts, no date

Audubon Park, 1979

Berndt reading files, 1976-1977, no date (6 folders)

Box 3
Berndt readings files, 1978-1979 (15 folders)

Box 4

Capital improvement, 1981

CDA, 1976-1979

CDA reports, 1979-1980 (2 folders)

Community Development Block Grants
1977-1978 (2 folders)
Administrative case study, no date
Administrative, 1980
Applications, 1980-1981 (2 folders)
Block grant application, 1977
Newspaper clippings, 1980
Correspondence, 1979
Displacement strategy requirements, 1981
File searches, 1979 (2 folders)
Legislative history, no date (4 folders)
Litigation, 1979
Monitoring, 1977-1980
Monitoring instrument, 1980

Box 5

Monitoring instrument, 1979

Performance reports, 1976-1982 (6 folders)

Report, 1979

St. Louis City
Administrative, 1979
Applications, 1976-1982
Application Year 6, 1980
Monitoring tool, 1979 (2 folders)
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Box 6
Working paper, 1975-1978
CETA
Report, 1977-1978
Monthly reports, 1978-1979 (3 folders)
Chapter 353, A Policy Study, Downtown St. Louis, August 1978
Charles Stewart Mott Foundation, 1978 (2 folders)
Citizens Advisory Committee for Community Development, 1980
Citizens Civil Rights Commission, April 1983
Citizens Committee, 1980
Citizens for Community Development, 1979
Citizens Monitoring Project Committee, 1980
Citizen participation, 1976-1977
Citizen participation plan, 1981
City Center, 1978
City monitoring, 1978-1979
Civil Rights and housing, 1974
Coalition of Community Organizations for CDBG Monitoring, 1977-1978
Community Betterment Program, no date
Community Development, 1976, 1980 (3 folders)
Community Development Act, 1977
Community Development, Chicago, 1978

Box 7

Community Development Commission, 1979 (2 folders)

Community development issues, 1976

Community development legislation, 1977

Community Development Program, 1976-1978 (2 folders)

Community development regulations, 1978

Community development reports, 1980

Community Housing Resource Board, 1980

Community Ownership Project, 1976

Comprehensive Fair Housing Program, 1974

Comprehensive Housing Counselor Program, 1976-1977

Comptroller Reports, 1976-1977

Condominium conversion, 1979-1980

Congressional Record, 1980

Consultation On Urban Reinvestment, 1975

Consumer Alliance, 1981

Consumers Housing Authority, 1980

Contracts, 1977-1982

“Controversy on Housing for Low Income Families in St. Louis County,” by Harry
Berndt

Conway, Mayor James F., 1978
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County case, 1976
County Open Housing, no date
County Open Housing Proposed Addendum, 1974

Box 8

Daily Intake Log, 1982 (2 folders)

Danforth Foundation, 1977

Default case summaries, 1980-1981 (2 folders)
Demonstration Program, 1977

Demonstration Rehabilitation, 1977 (4 folders)
Development status, 1978

Discrimination, 1976

Displacement, 1978-1979 (8 folders)
Displacement study, Chicago, 1978

Box 9

“Displacement and Relocating Practices in Five Midwestern Cities, November 1978
Displacement interviews, 1978

Displacement study, Cleveland, 1978

Displacement study, invoices, 1979

Displacement study, 1978, 1980 (2 folders)

Draft for Public Policy, 1979

Dwelling unit listings, no date

Eagleton, Tom, 1977-1982, 1984 (2 folders)

East-West Gateway Coordinating Council, 1973-1981 (2 folders)
Economic development, 1981

Ecumenical housing (Ladue Chapel), 1979

Elderly housing, 1976

Elderly Housing Rehabilitation Project, 1977

Emergency Housing, 1977-1981 (5 folders)

Emergency Housing Council, 1981

Box 10

Emergency Housing Program, 1981

Emergency housing proposal, 1980

Emergency shelter, 1979

Equal Housing Opportunity Law, 1976

Fair housing, no date (2 folders)

Fair Housing Demonstration Project, January 14, 1980
Fair Housing USA, no date

Fair Housing, 1971

Fair Housing Center, Toledo, Ohio, 1974-1983

Fair Housing Demonstration Project, 1980-1981 (2 folders)
Fair Housing Forum, 1978

“Fair Housing vs. Fair Housing, An Answer to John Camore,” by Harry Berndt, no date
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Fair market rents, 1978

File search, 1980

Financial report, 1976

Financial information, 1979-1982
Five Year Housing Plan, 1978-1982
FOIPA, October 15, 1980

Ford Foundation, 1976-1981

Box 11

Ford Proposal, 1976-1980 (2 folders)
Freedom of residence, 1977

Fund for an Open Society, 1976

Funding letters, 1978

Fund raising, 1978-1981

Funding, 1975-1980 (3 folders)

Funding drive, 1979

Gautreaux litigation, 1979

Gephardt, Richard, 1981

Haiti Project, 1984-1986

Housing Advocate, 1978

Housing and Development Reporter, 1976
Housing Development, 1976-1977
Housing and Development Reporter, 1977
Housing development and reference file, no date
Housing and Development Reporter, 1978
Housing Assistance Program, 1981
Housing Authority, St. Louis City, 1982
Home Builders Association, November 1973
Housing Characteristics, no date

Box 12

Housing and development reference file, no date (2 folders)
Housing choice, 1974

Housing counseling, 1981

Housing data, St. Louis County, no date

Housing and historic preservation, 1981

Housing and home investment fund, 1978

Housing implementation suit, 1980

Housing and management development systems, 1979
Housing Mobility Expansion Project, 1980

Housing program, 1970-1980 (2 folders)

Housing Research Group, 1977

Housing Statistics, no date

Housing Task Force, 1972

Housing and Urban Development, Department of
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1975-1977, 1979 (2 folders)

Area office, 1977-1987

Citizen’s Advisory Committee, 1977
Correspondence, 1979

National, 1975-1980 (2 folders)

Box 13
Notes, 1980-1981
Proposal, 1977

Human Resources Report, 1979 (4 folders)
Illinois population characteristics, 1970
Integration In Missouri Public Schools, 1974
Interim Comprehensive Plan, 1975 (2 folders)
“Interface, A Planning and Design Strategy for a Transitional Area in the St. Louis

Central West End,” no date
“Investment in Human Capital: A Look At Education In St. Louis,” no date
Job description, no date
Journal of the County Council, 1981
Justice Department news releases, 1976-1981 (2 folders)
Keep It Strong magazine, 1977-1978
Keep Strong, 1978
Kinloch Tomorrow and Lafayette Town, 1978
Land trust information, no date
Landlord and tenants bill, 1980
Land use plan 200, 1977
Larger family rehab, 1977
Law Project Bulletin, Housing Section, 1976-1978
Lead Paint, 1978
Leadership Council for Metro Open Committees, 1976
Legislation, 1973-1977
Legislation (Missouri), 1978
Legal Services Legislative Proposals, 1980
Legal Services of Eastern Missouri, 1980

Box 14

Lemay Comprehensive Plan, no date

Letters to the editor, 1979-1981

Lindell Trust, 1978-1981

Litigation, 1976 (3 folders)

Low income housing, information service, 1979-1980
Mailing list, no date

“Maintenance Effort and The Professional Landlord,” 1979
Major displacement studies, 1975-1978

Mark Battle Associates, 1972

McDonnell Foundation, 1979
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McNary, Gene, 1980

Measuring Housing Conditions, 1977 (2 folders)
Media, 1977-1981

Memberships, 1977-1981

Membership criteria, 1980

Membership funding drive, 1978

Membership lists, 1977, no date

Metro Housing Resources history, no date
Metro-West St. Louis Street Guide, 1971

Midtown Medical Center Redevelopment Corporation, no date
Midtown Medical Center Development Plan, 1977
Midwest Coalition for CDBG Compliance, 1976-1977

Box 15

Minority housing market, 1975

Missouri 353, 1976

Missouri Action Program directory, 1979

Missouri Coalition for Housing, 1977-1980

Missouri Coalition for Social Justice, 1977

Missouri Campaign on Human Rights, 1977

Missouri Community Development Directory, no date
Missouri Department of Revenue, 1981

Missouri Division of Community Development, 1977
Missouri Housing Development Commission, 1975
Missouri Housing Development Commission, 1981
Missouri Legislature, 1979

Missouri legislation on housing, 1977-1978

Missouri Real Estate Commission, 1978

Missouri State' Office of Manpower Planning, 1980
Monsanto, 1978-1982

Monsanto Fund Report, 1978

MoPIRG, 1977

Mortgage Disclosure Act, 1976

Moving On magazine, 1978-1979

Municipal Procedures manual, 1977

Municipality expenditure, 1980

Municipalities and unincorporated communities, no date
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People, 1976-1977

Box 16

National Alliance Against Racist and Political Oppression, 1980

National Association of Neighborhoods, 1981

National Citizens Monitoring Project, 1979-1980 (2 folders)

National Commission on Neighborhoods, 1978

National Committee Against Discrimination In Housing, 1974-1982 (3 folders)
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National Committee for Rent Control, 1979
National Energy Act, 1978

National Lease Housing Association, 1973-1978
National Low Income Housing Coalition, 1980
National Housing Law Project, 1979-1981
National Housing Justice, 1978

National Neighbors, 1977-1980

National People's Action, 1977-1979

National Urban League, 1979

Neighborhood Assistance Act, 1973-1981
Neighborhood Based Housing, no date
Neighborhood Enterprises, Incorporated, 1972-1978
Neighborhood Enterprises, 1979

Neighborhood Housing Information Center, 1976
Neighborhood housing organizations, 1978
Neighborhood housing services, 1980
Neighborhood Housing Service, 1980
Neighborhood Incentive, 1979

Box 17

Neighborhood Leaders Workshop, SLU
Neighborhood Organizations in St. Louis, 1980
Neighborhood Resource Center, 1978-1980
Neighborhood' Services, 1981

New city ordinances, 1977

New Neighbors, 1970-1974 (3 folders)

Nina Place Committee, 1979

Nina Place work sheets, 1980

Newsletters, 1974-1979 (5 folders)

North Webster Community Improvement, 1980
Operation Challenge, 1978

Outreach, 1976-1977

Performance report, 1979

Box 18

Pershing and Waterman, 1978

Personnel, 1975-1982

Poverty law, 1984

Presbytery of Elijah Lovejoy, 1977-1978, 1981 (2 folders)
Press releases, 1980

Program benefit, 1979

Program for Improvement, 1977-1980

Program Procedures manual, 1975, 1977 (2 folders)
Project proposals, 1977

Property Owners and Real Estate Companies Developed for Section 8
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Proposed budget, 1981

Proposed legislation

Proposed letters, 1980

Public Proposals, 1978 (5 folders)

Box 19

Public Proposals, 1978 (2 folders)

Public relations, no date

Public/Private Partnerships, no date

“Racial Patterns In Housing and Schools: A Report On St. Louis,” by Paul Fischer,
July 17, 1980

Ralston-Purina, 1979

Real estate advertising practices, 1972

Real estate board, 1977

Real Estate Brokers, 1979

Redevelopment and relocation, 1974-1979 (3 folders)

Redevelopment in St. Louis

Revenue sharing, Department of Treasury, 1973

Roach, John, 1976

Roblee Foundation, 1979-1981

ROWEL, 1977-1980

Sales and use tax exemption, 1976-1979

Salvation Army, 1977-1980

St. Louis additional data, 1977-1979

St. Louis Association of Community Organizations, 1981

Box 20

St. Louis centralized housing relocation, 1976-1977

St. Louis City housing plan, no date

St. Louis City Housing Task Force, 1978 (2 folders)

St. Louis City Monitoring, 1979

St. Louis City Performance Reports, 1979-1982 (2 folders)
St. Louis Community Development Plan, 1982

St. Louis Community Foundation, 1975-1979

St. Louis County correspondence, 1976-1979

St. Louis County Demographic Information, 1969-1979
St. Louis County Fact Book, 1977 (2 folders)

St. Louis County fair housing ordinances, 1980

St. Louis County Housing Authority, 1976-1979

St. Louis County Human Relations Commission, 1972

St. Louis County Human Resources Department, 1977-1979
St. Louis County Planning Commission reports, no date
St. Louis County population, 1967-1976

St. Louis County Planning Commission, 1972-1980

St. Louis County Schools, 1968-1980
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St. Louis County unincorporated areas, no date

St. Louis Economic Conversion Project, 1980-1981

St. Louis Regional Commerce and Growth Association, 1978
St. Louis University, 1977-1981

Section 8, 1974-1976, no date (5 folders)

Box 21

Section 8, 1978

Section §,manager's guide, 1976-81

Section 8 placements, 1976-77

Section 8 rehabilitation guidelines, St. Louis County, 1979-1981
Senior home security, no date

Social Action Network, 1977-78

“Social and economic poverty: St. Louis Metropolitan Area,” 1971
Soulard, 1978

Soulard In-Fill, 1982

Soulard Needs Assessment, 1980

Southern Illinois University, 1977-80

Staff Meetings, 1976-79

Standards for Low Income Housing, no date

Studies, 1975-1979 (3 folders)

Substandard Conditions, Selected Unincorporated Communities, 1973, 1977
Suburban Action, 1975-78

Sullivan, Leonor, K., 1976

Support letters, 1976-77

Symington, James, 1976

Tenants Rights Handbook, 1979-1981

Tenants Union vs. St. Louis City, 1980

Box 22

Terry Park, 1926

Testimony/Comments, 1977-1982

"Things to Be Done", 1980

"Things to Be Done", 1981

Title I, 1978

Toledo Report, 1978

Transportation Task Force, 1978-79
UDAG, 1977

University of Missouri-St. Louis, 1978
Union Sarah, 1979

University City, urban renewal, 1973-1976
Van Uum, 1978

VISTA Reports, 1978-1981 (3 folders)
Walker, Daphne, 1978

Washington University Medical Center development plan, October 1974
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Washington University redevelopment, 1974-1976
Washington University, 1977
Weekly reports, 1978 (3 folders)

Box 23

Weekly reports, 1978 (6 folders)

Weekly statistical report, 1979

Welfare, 1973-1977

Working Group for Community Development Reform, 1979-1980 (5 folders)
Working Group Monitoring Project, 1978-1980

Young, Robert A., 1977-1982

Zip codes other than 631s, 1966-1978

Box 24

8x 14 files
Fair Housing Conference, June 1979
Cleveland Report, 1977
Detroit Report, 1978-1979 (2 folders)
Displacement Task Force, 1980
Displacement Study, Toledo, 1978
Rejustifications, 1980
Toledo Report, 1977

Litigation
1975-1981 (3 folders)

Box 25
1975-1981 (6 folders)
“Displacement and Relocation Practices in Five Mid-Western Cities,” by Harry E.
Berndt, 1978
Apartment complex card file, no date
T772.1 Interview with Harry Berndt, August 20, 1988
V772.1 A Place Called Home, KETC documentary with Harry Berndt, 1981

Box 26

Administrative
A
A-95, correspondence, 1976-1980
A-95, reviews, 1977-1981 (3 folders)
Activity reports, monthly, 1980-1981
Activity reports, 1975-1981
Annual activity reports, 1979-1981
Annual client statistics, 1976-1979
Annual registration forms, 1972-1979
Annual Meetings, 1978-1980
Annual Reports by Director to Board, 1976-1981
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Articles of incorporation and certificate of amendment, 1970-1978
Battle, Mark, Associates correspondence, 1976-1978
Berndt, Personal Correspondence, 1976-1981
Berndt reading files, 1976-1981 (2 folders)
Board of Aldermen St. Louis, 1976 -1979
Board of Directors
Addresses and phone numbers; advisory council, 1978-1980
Annual Meeting, 1978-1979
Correspondence, 1976-1981
Meeting minutes, 1970-1976
Minutes and agendas, 1975-1976
Meeting minutes, 1977

Box 27

Meeting minutes, 1978-1979 (2 folders)
Meeting minutes and agendas, 1980-1982 (3 folders)
Monthly reports, 1977-1981
Nominations and application forms, 1977-1980
Notification of meetings, 1977-1980
Proxie statements, 1978
Resignation letters, 1977-1980
Resolutions, 1978-1979

Bylaws, 1972-1981

Campbell, Department of Housing and Urban Development Activities, counselor’s

daily log, 1982

Campaign for Human Development National Headquarters
Manuscripts, 1971-1982
National and funding applications, 1977-1978
Proposal, January 1982

Box 28

Center for Community Change, monitoring programs, correspondence, 1978-1980

Center for Community and Metropolitan Studies UMSL, correspondence,
1976-1977

Center for Urban Living correspondence, 1980

Comprehensive Employment and Training Act (CETA), correspondence,
1973-1981 (2 folders)

County Open Housing and Campaign for Human Development, documents and
correspondence, 1971-1982

County Open Housing correspondence, 1976-1982

Housing Development Statistics, articles and correspondence; Hawking’s Village
Apartments, 1978-1980

Litigation (CETA), correspondence, 1976-1977

Metro Housing Resources correspondence, 1981-1982

Official ballot (Election of Metro Housing for the Year 1980-1981)
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Other Organization incorporation papers, 1970-1978
Reading File, 1982
Revised Guidelines for A-95 Project Reviews, 1977

Box 29
Financial materials
Auditors reports, 1976-1980
Board of Directors, treasury reports, 1979-1980
Budget, operating, 1977-1978
Budget, projected, 1979
Newspaper clippings and articles
“Argument Over Use of Apartment Playground,” and census newspaper articles,
no date
Articles by Harry Edward Berndt, 1977-1980
Berndt Articles, 1977-1982
Black Jack, Missouri Articles and Manuscripts, 1970-1973
Publications
Berkley Law Project, Housing Law Bulletin with Index and Correspondence,
1977-1980
New Rulers in the Ghetto: The Community Development Corporation and Urban
Poverty, 1977
Subject files
Abused Women’s Support Project correspondence, 1977-1978
ACORN correspondence, 1977-1979
Action Against Apathy correspondence, 1977-1979
Affirmative Action Coordinating Center memorandum, 1980
Aid to Victims of Crime, incorporated, meeting minutes, correspondence, and
Project Jericho brochure 1977
American Civil Liberties Union correspondence, 1980
American Planning Association newsletters and correspondence, 1977-1979
Catholic Worker Movement correspondence, 1977-1978
Census data and correspondence, 1970-1982
Census tract information maps, 1960-1981
Citizens Participation Report, no date
CDBG Housing Rehabilitation Case Study, 1980

Microfilm Cabinet 3, Drawer 1

Microfilm
Newspaper clippings scrapbooks on housing in St. Louis, 1976-1981 (4 rolls)
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