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Historical Note:

Teresa Gallagher was born in 1927 and worked as a secretary for Metropolitan Life Insurance
Company (MetLife) in New York. In 1956, after reading Dr. Thomas A. Dooley’s book, Deliver
Us from Evil, Gallagher decided to devote her life to Dooley’s mission to provide medical aid to
Southeast Asian villages. Gallagher volunteered all of her free time to Dooley’s cause. One of
her first acts was organizing a group in New York to send “Dooley Kits” to Dooley’s medical
clinic along the border of Laos, five miles south of the Chinese border. The Kits were filled with
soap, toothpaste, and lollipops. After several months, Dooley returned from Asia, wanting to
meet with Gallagher in New York, starting a close relationship between the two. During the next
five years, until Dooley’s death in January 1961, Gallagher served as Dooley’s volunteer
secretary. As his secretary, Dooley requested that Gallagher handle all of his mail. Because of
the large volume of mail Dooley received, she had to organize the “Dr. Dooley Disc Team,” a
volunteer group that transcribed audio replies from Dooley to help facilitate responses.

In November 1957, Dooley and Dr. Peter Comanduras founded the Medical International
Cooperation Organization, or MEDICO. MEDICO sought to provide person-to-person medical
service to villagers in developing nations. MEDICO consisted of volunteer doctors and
humanitarians who would provide aid; build, stock and supply hospitals; and train medical staff
for hospitals in remote areas. Because of Dooley’s status as a charismatic, celebrity doctor,
MEDICO was able to raise hundreds of thousands of dollars in medical supplies within its first
two years. Gallagher continued to handle not only Dooley’s mail and replies, but MEDICO
doctors and volunteers as well. Dooley’s idea was to build the small hospitals, train the staff,
then hand the hospital over to the host country’s government after 16 months. After Dooley died
in January 1961, Dooley’s brother Malcolm Dooley took over as the Executive Director of
MEDICO.

Within the nine months following Thomas A. Dooley’s death, the donations MEDICO received
increasingly diminished, until the organization folded in September 1961. It was later absorbed
into the umbrella corporation Care International in 1962, while keeping the name MEDICO. The
same month MEDICO closed, volunteer doctor Verne Chaney, along with Malcolm Dooley,
Teresa Gallagher, and other associates of Thomas Dooley founded the Thomas A. Dooley
Foundation. The Foundation was established to continue Dooley’s vision to provide medical care
to people in developing nations. Chaney served as the first director. Gallagher served on the
Board of Directors and was the Chairman of the New York City chapter of the Foundation.
Throughout the 1960s, the foundation not only maintained the hospitals that Dooley built and left
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behind, but also erected new hospitals and orphanages all over Asia, Africa, and Central and
South America.

Shortly following the Foundation’s inception, Chaney and Malcolm Dooley began disagreeing
on Chaney’s leadership. By the end of the 1960s, many of the other Foundation members
disagreed with Chaney’s management of the Foundation as well, including Gallagher and her
New York City chapter. The records do not describe what specifically caused the fallout, but the
Thomas A. Dooley Papers (S0464) note that foundation members disagreed with Cheney over
the Foundation’s fiscal management. On April 23, 1970, all but six members and one board
member elected to pull out of the Foundation and the New York City chapter was dissolved.
Gallagher was one of the six that had not chosen to pull out. However, while still on the Board of
Directors, she brought together the former Foundation members and created a new Dooley
organization. This new, separate organization, called the Tom Dooley Heritage, served a similar
purpose as the Foundation in that it sought to continue Dooley’s work by providing medical care
to those in desperate need in Asia. Their first meeting occurred on June 7, 1970 and they filed
their incorporation papers the same month. In January 1971, Gallagher left the Foundation. The
Heritage’s incorporation papers remained unsigned until July 1972.

The Tom Dooley Heritage, Inc. was a non-profit organization and derived its funds from private
and organizational donors and grants from around the world. Much like MEDICO, the Heritage
would build hospitals, train staff, and after a certain amount of time, would hand over the
hospital to the host country’s government. In 1977, the Heritage constructed and maintained the
Tom Dooley Memorial Hospital in Ban Nam Yao, Thailand. The Memorial Hospital served over
13,000 refugees from Laos and over 15,000 Thai villagers until it was consolidated into the Thai
government’s Ministry of Public Health in 1984. Two years later, the Heritage opened the
Highland Health Center in northern Thailand near the border of Burma. The Highland Health
Center operated for five years until it too was integrated into the Thai health system.

Teresa Gallagher retired in 1992 and died in 1997. The Tom Dooley Heritage was renamed Dr.
Tom Dooley Foundation following Gallagher’s retirement. The Dr. Tom Dooley Foundation is
no longer working in Asia, but instead is actively providing medical aid, support, and education
in 13 African countries.

Arrangement:
The collection has been arranged into the following eleven series with six subseries:

Correspondence

Thomas A. Dooley

Medico

Thomas A. Dooley Foundation
Administration
Correspondence
New York City Chapter
Projects
Publications

Tom Dooley Heritage, Inc.
Correspondence

Dr. Thomas A. Dooley Cause

Events
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Photographs
Audio
Books
Oversize

Scope and Content Note:
Correspondence

This series contains correspondence related to Teresa Gallagher’s personal and professional life,
and her book Give Joy to My Youth: A Memoir of Dr. Tom Dooley. Included in the series is
correspondence regarding Tom Dooley’s death and Dr. Dooley’s Disc Team as well as
Gallagher’s correspondence with doctors and volunteers in villages throughout Southeast Asia.
Materials of note in this series include personal letters from Tom Dooley to Gallagher that
describe the mundane things Dooley does at the villages he works at, including watching Disney
movies with the villagers on a 16mm projector that was personally given to Dooley for the
village by Walt Disney. The materials in this series date from 1944 to 1986 and are arranged
chronologically.

Dr. Thomas A. Dooley

The series contains newspaper clippings, newsletters, correspondence, biographies, and Dooley’s
publications documenting Dr. Thomas A. Dooley’s life and involvement in Southeast Asia as a
humanitarian, author, and founder of MEDICO. It also documents Dooley’s legacy following his
death. Materials of note include articles written by Dooley regarding conditions in Vietnam and
Laos during the late 1950s as well as newsletters updating the world on Dooley’s work and
progress in Southeast Asia. This series also documents the accolades Dooley received, including
a posthumous Congressional Medal Award. The materials in this series date from 1957 to 1978
and are arranged chronologically.

Medical International Cooperation Organization

This series contains articles, advertisements, correspondence, newspaper clippings, reports,
meeting minutes, bylaws, and membership lists regarding MEDICO’s medical support efforts in
developing nations. Materials of note include reports from MEDICO’s volunteer doctors on the
state of the villages, villagers, and hospitals for which they provided care. The materials in this
series date from 1958 to 1978 and are arranged chronologically.

Thomas A. Dooley Foundation

This series documents Gallagher’s duties in the Foundation as the Chairperson of the New York
City chapter, which included managing volunteers, projects, and outreach in New York City. The
series also documents the Foundation’s medical work in villages throughout Laos, Vietnam, and
India. Materials include correspondence, meeting minutes, reports, newspaper clippings,
newsletters, advertisements, articles, and booklets. Materials of note in this series include reports
of ongoing projects in Asia including Showboat, a hospital-boat that travelled up and down the
Mekong River, and correspondence between Gallagher and the many volunteer doctors working
for the Foundation in Laos and Vietnam, including Verne Chaney, Peter Comanduras, and
Michael J. Toole. Additionally, this series includes meeting minutes and newsletters from the
New York City chapter of the Foundation.
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The Administration subseries contains correspondence, meeting minutes, reports, bylaws,
handouts, membership lists and Board of Directors lists documenting the activities of the Board
of Directors and Executive Committee. The materials also include articles of incorporation
papers, financial reports, and corporate members meeting minutes. The materials in this
subseries date from 1961 to 1970 and are arranged chronologically.

The Correspondence subseries contains correspondence regarding members, directors, doctors,
and volunteers, including Teresa Gallagher, Verne Chaney, and Malcolm Dooley, and their roles
in the Foundation. The subseries also includes correspondence to and from representatives and
doctors at Laos and Vietnam hospitals, such as Khong Island and Ban Houei Sai hospitals,
updating the Foundation on hospital, patient, and village statuses. Some correspondence is
written in Laotian. The materials in this subseries date from 1960 to 1971 and are arranged
chronologically.

The New York City Chapter subseries contains correspondence, meeting minutes, newsletters,
and financial reports regarding the management of the Foundation’s New York City chapter, of
which Gallagher was director. Materials of note include correspondence and agenda booklets for
the Foundation’s Splendid American Awards Dinner. The materials in this subseries date from
1962 to 1971 and are arranged chronologically.

The Projects subseries contains correspondence, flyers, memoranda, newspaper clippings,
proposals, and budgets relating to the projects and programs developed by the Foundation.
Projects include Khong Island Showboat, Dooley Kits for Vietnam, an Art Benefit, direct
medical relief, and Give a Goat. The materials in this subseries date from 1965 to 1988 and are
arranged chronologically.

The Publications subseries contains advertisements, articles, booklets, bulletins, newsletters, and
newspaper clippings related to the Foundation’s medical work in developing nations and
villages. Materials of note include the Dr. Thomas A. Dooley Foundation News Bulletin and the
Sawadee Newsletter, both produced by the Foundation to update viewers on their medical relief
efforts in Southeast Asia. The materials in this subseries date from 1960 to 1971 and are
arranged chronologically.

Tom Dooley Heritage, Inc.

This series documents the inception and subsequent management of Tom Dooley Heritage, Inc.
and contains correspondence, meeting minutes, membership lists, agreements, articles,
newspaper clippings, and project overviews. Projects include the Highland Health Center and the
Tom Dooley Memorial Hospital in Northern Thailand, near the Myanmar and Laos boarders,
respectively. Materials of note include correspondence regarding the Heritage’s difficulties in
getting their incorporation papers signed as well as Gallagher’s break with the Thomas A.
Dooley Foundation. This series also includes issues of the Tom Dooley Heritage, Inc. Newsletter.

The correspondence subseries contains correspondence to and from Teresa Gallagher, volunteer
doctors, and residents of the Thailand villages in which the Heritage was present. Subjects
include the construction of the Highland Health Center and Tom Dooley Memorial Hospital as
well as founding the Heritage. The materials in this subseries date from 1970 to 1986 and are
arranged chronologically.
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Dr. Thomas A. Dooley Cause

This series contains articles, brochures, journals, correspondence, newsletters, and newspaper
clippings relating to Dr. Thomas A. Dooley Cause’s mission to canonize Tom Dooley. Materials
of note include the Dr. Thomas A. Dooley Cause Newsletter which remarks on the legacy Dooley
had on the world as well as the deeds of those that uphold that legacy. The materials in this series
date from 1959 to 1983 and are arranged chronologically.

Events

This series contains speeches, flyers, and invitations regarding events that Teresa Gallagher
attended or held in Tom Dooley’s honor. The subjects of the speeches include the Thomas A.
Dooley, Medical International Cooperation Organization, and the Thomas A. Dooley
Foundation. The materials in this series date from 1960 to 1986 and are arranged
chronologically.

Photographs

This series contains photographs of doctors, villagers, and volunteers in Southeast Asia. Also
included are photographs of Teresa Gallagher and her family, which were loose photographs
from the scrapbook included in the Oversize series. Many of the photographs include letters or
newspaper clippings that were originally attached to the photograph to give context behind the
image. Some of the photographs contains graphic images of people injured and malnourished as
a result of the Vietnam War. The materials in this series date from 1930 to 1971 and are arranged
chronologically.

Audio

This series contains audio recordings of radio programs regarding Dooley’s life work and
posthumous beatification, the Foundation’s Executive Committee meetings, and the Heritage’s
services in Southeast Asia. The audio recordings that include the meetings and a radio program
on Dooley’s life work were recorded on SoundScriber vinyl and Flexi Disc vinyl, respectively,
which SHSMO does not have the ability to play. The other two media types include an audio
cassette tape and a reel-to-reel tape. The materials in this series date from 1960 to 1980 and are
arranged chronologically.

Books

This series contains five volumes related to Tom Dooley, his achievements, and his legacy. Two
volumes are of Dooley’s last published book, The Night They Burned the Mountain. The other
three books include Beatitude Saints, Catholic Digest, and Reader’s Digest. The two former
books contain articles on Dooley and his humanitarian achievements meant to support his cause
for canonization. The later book includes a portion of Dooley’s second published book, The Edge
of Tomorrow. The materials in this series date from 1958 to 1974 and are arranged
chronologically.

Oversize

This series contains a sketch of Dooley by Norman Van Trump, A Life magazine with an article
featuring Dooley, and a scrapbook with photographs and newspaper clippings of Teresa
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Gallagher and her family. The materials in this series are date from 1927 to 1965 and are
arranged chronologically.

Container List:

f. 1-10 Correspondence

Box 001 1-3 (Some materials in Laotian and French), 1944-1986

4 Dr. Dooley’s Disc Team, 1960-1961

5 Regarding Dr. Dooley’s death, February 6-13, 1961

6 Farrar, Straus, and Cudahy, Inc. Publishers, 1961-1974

7 Correspondence regarding Give Joy To My Youth: A Memoir of
Dr. Tom Dooley, 1966

f.8 Dr. May Davia, November 12, 1970
f.9 Gallagher’s reaction to being voted off the Foundation’s Board
of Directors, 1971
f. 10 Dr. Thomas A. Dooley Commemorative Stamp, 1979-1980
f. 11-26 Thomas A. Dooley
f. 11-12 Articles, 1957-1965
f. 13-16 Newspaper clippings, 1958-1963
f. 17 Biographies, 1958-1986
f. 18 Correspondence, 1958-1960
f. 19 Dr. Dooley News Bulletin, 1958-1961
f. 20 Updates from Muang Sing, Laos, 1959
f.21 Aurticles written by Dooley, 1960
f. 22 Booklets, brochures, flyers, and leaflets, 1960-1965
f. 23 Congressional Medal Award, 1961-1962
f. 24 Dr. Thomas Dooley School Open House, November 20, 1966
f. 25 Tom Dooley Week, 1971-1978
f. 26 Booklets and newspaper clippings on canonization, 1975-1978
f. 27-32 Medical International Cooperation Organization (MEDICO)
f. 27 Reports, 1958-1978
Box 002 f.28 Correspondence, 1958-1978
f. 29 Dr. Thomas A. Dooley and Dr. Peter D. Comanduras speeches,
1960-1961
f. 30 Articles, advertisements, newspaper clippings, and statements,
1960-1961
f. 31 Care/MEDICO Meeting minutes, 1975-1978
f. 32 Care/MEDICO Bylaws and members, 1977-1978
f. 33-88 Thomas A. Dooley Foundation
f. 33-47 Administration
f. 33 Articles of Incorporation and amendments, 1961-1962
f. 36 Financial reports and tax exempt status, 1961-1968
f. 37 Chapters, 1962
f. 38 New York trustees and members, 1962-1965
f. 39 Executive Committee, meeting minutes, 1962-1965
f. 40 Corporate members, meeting minutes and agendas, 1963-
1969
f. 41 Annual Board of Directors meeting, minutes,
correspondence, agendas, and handouts, November 9,
1968
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f. 42 Bylaws, amended, November 9, 1968
f. 43 Board of Trustees, meeting minutes, 1968
f. 44 Board of Directors, member lists, 1968
f. 45 Board of Directors, correspondence regarding Dr. Melvin A
Casberg’s resignation, 1968-1969
f. 46 New chapter accounting procedures, 1968-1969
f. 47 Teresa Gallagher’s Board of Directors meeting report, March
7-10, 1970
f. 48-62 Correspondence
f. 48 Dooley, Malcolm, 1960-1967
f. 49 Dr. Chaney, Verne, 1961-1970
f. 58 Direct Relief Committee, 1968
f. 61 Vietnam, Dr. Patricia Smith and Shirley Chu, 1968-1970
f. 63- New York City Chapter
f. 63 Newsletters, 1962-1964
f. 64 Meeting minutes and notices, 1962-1964
f. 69-73 Correspondence, 1962-1970
f.74 Splendid American Awards Dinner, 1964-1971
f. 75 Board of Directors, meeting minutes, 1966-1967
f. 76 Financial reports, 1967
f. 77-83 Projects
f. 77 Dooley Kits for Vietnam, correspondence, memoranda,
newspaper clippings, and flyers, 1965-1968
f. 78 Showboat, Khong Island, newspaper clippings and
correspondence, 1965-1969
f. 79 Proposal for construction of medical components along the
Laotian Mekong River, October 1969
f. 80 Project Showboat, proposal and budget, 1967
Box 003 f. 81 Stewardess program, 1969
f. 82 Chinese Art Benefit, An Lac, Inc. (some material in Chinese,
1970
f. 83 Direct Relief program, 1970-1971
f. 84 Give a Goat program, 1987-1988
f. 85- Publications
f. 85-86 Newspaper clippings, 1960-1968
f. 87 Bulletins and newsletters, 1961-1970
f. 88 Advertisements, articles, and booklets, 1962-1971
f. 89-110 Tom Dooley Heritage, Inc.
f. 89-103 Correspondence
f. 89 Patipatnakoon, Margaret, 1969-1971
f. 90 Dr. Van Valin, 1970
f.91 Father Orsino, Jerry, 1970-1971
f. 92 Leisure Village, 1970-1971
f. 93 Tiefenthal, Joe, 1970-1971
f.94 Iwanetski, Ursula, 1970-1972
f. 95 Dr. McKinney, Wayne, 1970-1979
f. 96-97 1970-1978
f. 98 Sister Therriault, Alice, 1971
f. 99 Wings of Hope, 1971
f. 100 Hemmingway, Ed, 1971
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f. 111-113
f.

Box 004 f.
f.

f. 114-116
f.

f.

f.
f. 117-118

f.

f.
f. 119-122

f.

f.

f.

f.
f. 123-125
Oversize f.

f.

f.
v. 1-5

Box 005

<<<K

f. 101
f. 102
f. 103

. 104

. 105
. 106
. 107

. 108
. 109
. 110

111

112
113

114

115

116

117
118

119
120

121
122
123

124
125

. 34-35
. 50-52

53
54
55
56

Advisory Committee, 1974-1975
Dr. Tom Dooley Statue Committee, 1975
University of Notre Dame, 1984-1986
Department of Water Resources in the Lower Mekong Basin,”
1975
Meeting minutes, 1970-1973
Members and donor lists, 1973-1974
Agreement between the Royal Kingdom of Laos and Tom
Dooley Heritage, Inc., 1974
Articles and newspaper clippings, 1974-1982
Newsletters, 1975-1984
Articles, newsletters, newspaper clippings, updates, and
overviews related to projects, 1980-1988
Dr. Thomas A. Dooley Cause
Articles, brochures, newspaper clippings, and journals, 1959-
1982
Correspondence, 1975-1982
Newsletters, 1975-1983
Events
Speeches given by Teresa Gallagher regarding Thomas A.
Dooley, Medical International Cooperation Organization, and
the Thomas A. Dooley Foundation
Flyers and invitations, 1962-1965
University of Notre Dame speech, January 30, 1986
Photographs
S0871_f117_0001-0022, 1930-1955
S0871 118 0023-0081, 1965-1971
Audio Recordings
Flexi disc vinyl, CBS Radio program, April 12, 1960
SoundScriber Dictaphone disc, Executive Committee Meeting,
November 14, 1960
Harry Haiglucco, Minneapolis on making Tom Dooley a saint,
from World of Religion, August 22, 1975
Tom Dooley Heritage, Inc. services, side A and B, 1980
Oversize
Gallagher Family scrapbook, 1927-1955
Life Magazine, 1965
Sketch of Tom Dooley, by Norman Van Trump
Books
Reader’s Digest, May 1958
The Night They Burned the Mountain, 1960
Catholic Digest, December 1975
Beatitude Saints, 1984
Restricted Folders
Board of Directors, meeting minutes, 1961-1970
Correspondence, 1961-1968
Kong Island, 1961-1970
India, 1964-1965
Inter-chapter correspondence, 1966-1968
Teresa Gallagher, 1967-1970
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f. 57 Board of Directors, 1967-1971
f. 59 An Lac, Inc., 1968-1970
f. 60 Ban Houei Sai, 1968-1970
f. 62 Craig Myers and Don Karsag, 1970
f. 65-67 Meeting minutes, 1966-1970
f. 68 Board of Trustees meeting minutes, 1967-1970
Index:
Index Term Folder Image |
A.S. Aloe Company 1,11, 18, 27
Ban Houei Sai (Laos) 12, 17-18, 27, 60, 69- |Yes
73,81, 91
Bolger, William F. 10
Cambodia 27
Canonization 26,111-113,v.5
CBS Radio Network 119
Chaney, Verne 1, 33-62, 69-74, 84,
94, 96
Clay, William L. 10 |
Comanduras, Peter D. 29, 48-49 |
\Conway, James F., 1933- |10 |
Danforth, John C. 10 |
Disney, Walt, 1901-1966 1 |
Dooley, Malcolm 1, 33-48, 50-52, 59,
69, 74, 86
Dooley, Thomas A. (Thomas Anthony), 1927-1961 1-125,v. 1-5 Yes
Farrar, Straus, and Cudahy 6,49, 70
Gallagher, Teresa 1-123 Yes
Gephardt, Richard A. (Richard Andrew), 1941- 10
Humanitarian assistance, American--Southeast Asia 1-110, 118 Yes
KMOX (Radio station: Saint Louis, Mo.) 9
Lambarene (Gabon) 27
Laos 12, 17-18, 27-32, 50- |Yes
52, 60, 69-73, 78-81,
85-87, 91, 94, 96,
107-109, 118
McKinney, Wayne 2,90, 94-95, 97, 105-
106
Medical care--Asia 1-110, 118 Yes
MEDICO (Organization) 4,11-32, 48, 50, 120
Mekong River Watershed 79, 157
Metropolitan Life Insurance Company 11
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Index Term Folder Image |
Missionaries, Medical--Southeast Asia 1-110, 118 Yes
Missions, Medical--Laos 12,17-18, 27-32, 50- |Yes
52, 60, 69-73, 78-81,
85-87, 91, 94, 96,
107-109, 118
Missions, Medical--Southeast Asia 1-110, 118 Yes
Missions, Medical--Vietnam 9,12,59, 61, 77,82, |Yes
85, 94, 96, 108, 118
Muang Sing (Laos) 19-20, 27, 118 Yes
Muang Khong (Laos) 51, 53, 78-80, 85, Yes
118
Mussoorie (India) 54
Nam Tha (Laos) 21,27-32, 118 Yes
Nan (Thailand) 108-110 |
Niger 84 |
Public health--Asia 1-110, 118 Yes
Refugees--Health and hygiene 1-110, 118 Yes
Refugees--Laos 1-110, 118 Yes
Refugees--Thailand 1-110, 118 Yes
Refugees--Vietnam 1-111, 118 Yes
Rhine, Earl R. 97 |
Rutledge, Elizabeth 96-97, 105-106 |
Saint Louis University 3 |
Saunders, Frank 96-97, 105-106 |
Southeast Asia 1-122 |
Southeast Asia--History--1945- 1-110, 118 Yes
St. Anthony’s Guild 3 |
Stevens, Lorna 96-97, 105-106 |
Symington, Stewart, 1901-1988 10 |
Teasdale, Joseph P. 10 |
Thailand 12, 18, 89, 109-110,
112
Thika (Kenya) 27
Thomas A. Dooley Foundation 1-3, 33-88, 96, 118 [Yes

Tom Dooley Heritage, Inc.

17, 89-110, 122

Trans World Airlines 49, 53

Twentieth Century-Fox Film Corporation 1

United Nations. Economic Commission for Asia and the 104

Far East.

United States Postal Service 10 |
United States--Relations--Vietnam 1-111, v. 2-3 |
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Index Term Folder Image |
University of Notre Dame 103, 116
Van Valin, William B. 48, 62, 90 |
Vennema, Alje, 1932- 96-97, 105-106 |
Vietnam 9,12,59,61, 77,82, |Yes
85, 94, 96, 108, 118
Vietnam War, 1961-1975 96-97, 108, 111, v. 2-
3
Vietnam War, 1961-1975--Personal narratives |17, v. 2-3
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