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Roy W. Bergmann Papers (S0696) 

Elmer Ellis Papers (C4069) 

 

Processed by: Processed by Rachael Heriford, October 2023 

 

Historical Note:  

 

On November 11, 1924, under the direction of Roy Turnbull, president of the St. Louis Rotary 

Club, twenty-five businessmen met at the Clay-Mo Hotel in Clayton, Missouri, to form the 

Rotary Club of Clayton-Ladue. Milton Daugherty was elected temporary president at the second 

meeting on December 2, 1924. Until 1940, the group met at the Fairfax House in Clayton before 

moving to the Town Hall Restaurant in 1940. In 1955, the group moved its meetings to its 

present location at the Clayton Community Center. Since its origin, the group has belonged to 

several Rotary Districts, including District 14, 135, 605, 6050, and the present-day Rotary 

District 6060. Four members of the Rotary Club of Clayton-Ladue have served as district 

governors, including Bill Barnes, Robert R. Wright, Lester M. Abbott, and Martin H. 

Scharlemann. 

Since 1983, the group has given out the Lester Abbott Rotarian of the Year Award to honor a 

member who promotes the spirit of Rotary International. The Rotary Club of Clayton-Ladue was 

a men's club until 1988, when Rotary International changed its bylaws to allow women to 

become members. Ellen O’Brien became the first woman to join the Rotary Club of Clayton-

Ladue, with Kathy Holman becoming the first woman president of the group in 2000. 

 

The Rotary Club of Clayton-Ladue have contributed to Rotary International's charity campaigns 

and have organized several local charity events. In the 1980s and 2000s, the group raised several 

thousands of dollars for Rotary International's Polio Plus campaign to vaccinate children 

worldwide against polio. The group also contributes to the Rotary Foundation, the charitable arm 

of Rotary International, to help fund global charity initiatives. The Rotary Club of Clayton-

Ladue also created its own foundation for assisting the St. Louis area through the Clay-Ro Trust 

in 1956. The Clay-Ro Trust provides temporary emergency assistance to needy individuals or 

worthy organizations. The group has also participated in the Rotary International Group Study 

Exchange, created a scholarship program for St. Louis area students, and hosted golf benefits and 

chili cookoffs to provide fundraising for the Rotary Foundation. As of 2023, the Rotary Club of 

Clayton-Ladue still meets biweekly and provides humanitarian services to St. Louis County. 

 

Arrangement:  

 

The collection has been arranged into the following seven series: 

 

Meeting Minutes 

Correspondence 

Financial 

Roster and Handbooks 

Programs 

The Spokesman 

Photographs 

 

Please note that this collection has been minimally processed and has not been heavily indexed. 

https://collections.shsmo.org/manuscripts/saint-louis/s0696
https://collections.shsmo.org/manuscripts/columbia/c4069
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Scope and Content Note: 

 

Meeting Minutes 

 

The Meeting Minutes series consists of meetings between the Rotary Club of Clayton-Laude 

officers and the Board of Directors and contains discussions of membership, event planning, and 

the financial well-being of the group. The materials have been arranged chronologically and 

consist of materials from 1964 to 2003. 

 

Correspondence 

 

The Correspondence series primarily contains correspondence between members of the club 

regarding membership, committee nominations, and charity events. This series also consists of 

correspondence from Charlie H. Kemper, the governor of Rotary District 135 in 1944. The 

materials have been arranged alphabetically by subject and contain materials from 1945 and 

1987 to 2002. 

 

Financial 

 

The Financial series contains yearly ledgers detailing expenses and membership payments, 

treasurer reports, proposed budgets, and financial statements relating to the finances of the 

Rotary Club of Clayton-Ladue. The materials have been arranged alphabetically by subject and 

contain materials from 1994 to 2002. 

 

Roster and Handbooks 

 

The Roster and Handbooks series contains attendance records, membership applications, and 

directories detailing each member's occupation and years of service. The materials have been 

arranged alphabetically by subject and consist of materials from 1948 to 2005. 

 

Programs 

 

The Programs series contains correspondence, reports, and lists documenting the Rotary Club of 

Clayton-Ladue’s creation and participation in several charitable events and programs, including 

the Rotary Foundation, Polio Plus, and the Clayton Rotary Scholarship. The materials have been 

arranged alphabetically by subject and contain materials from 1945 to 2002. 

 

The Spokesman  

 

This series contains the biweekly newsletter of the Rotary Club of Clayton-Ladue, The 

Spokesman. The newsletter provides background information on guest speakers from each 

meeting, upcoming events, and leadership changes. This series also contains issues of the Rotary 

International News Broadcast and the monthly Governor’s Letter. The series has been arranged 

chronologically and consists of materials from 1952 to 1982 and 1996 to 2003. 

 

 

 

 

Photographs 
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The Photographs series contains photographs of a golf benefit, group photos, and the 40th 

anniversary celebration to the Rotary Club of Clayton-Ladue. The photographs have been 

arranged alphabetically by subject and contains materials from 1933 and 1964. 

 

Container List: 

 

f. 1-17 Meeting Minutes 

Box 001 f. 1 Board of Directors, 1964-1970 

 f. 2 Board of Directors, 1988-1989 

 f. 3-15 Officers and Board of Directors, 1992-1994, 1997-2001 

 f. 16-17 Officers and Board of Directors, 2002-2003 

f. 18-20 Correspondence  

 f. 18-19 General, 1987-2002 

 f. 20  Governor’s letters, 1945 

f. 21-47 Financial 

 f. 21-22 Audits, 1996-1999 

 f. 23 Budget, balance sheet, and disbursements, 1944-1945 

 f. 24 Daybook. 1953-1956 

 f. 25-27 Individual contributions, and dues, 1974-2002 

 f. 28-31 Ledger, 1954-1962, 1988-1991 

Box 003 f. 32-41 Ledger, 1991-2002 

 f. 42-43 Membership fees and Clayro Trust, 1976-2002 

 f. 44 Proposed budget, distributions, and treasurer reports, 1989-1999 

 f. 45 Semiannual reports, 1998-2001 

 f. 46 Statement of actual cash receipts, and disbursements, 1990-1994,  

     2000-2002  

 f. 47 Tax exemption forms and correspondence, 1998-1993 

f. 48-71 Roster and Handbooks 

 f. 48 Attendance record, 1948-1953 

 f. 49 Classification changes and membership approvals, 1976-1989 

 f. 50 Club secretary handbook, 1999 

 f. 51 Committee assignments, no date 

 f. 52 Control book, 1996-2005 

Box 004 f. 53 Custom name badge forms, 1981-2005 

 f. 54 Mailing list changes, 1986-1996 

 f. 55-61 Membership applications, 1990-2001  

Box 005 f. 62 Membership applications, 2002-2005 

 f. 63 Membership attendance report forms, 1979-2003 

 f. 64-65 Membership rosters, 1963-1997 

 f. 66 Permanent membership record, 1963 

 f. 67 Rotary District 6060 directory, 2000-2002 

 f. 68 Rotary International directory, 2000-2001 

 f. 69 Roster and handbook questionnaire, 2000-2001, 2004 

Box 006 f. 70-71 Yearly Roster and Handbook, 1954-1993 

f. 72-99 Programs 
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 f. 72 Award and certificates, 1972-1987 

 f. 73 Charitable giving, 2002 

 f. 74 Clayton Rotary scholarship, 1990 

 f. 75 Clay-Ro Emergency Relief Board, 1990 

 f. 76 Clay-Ro Emergency Relief trust report, correspondence, and  

    financial relief forms, 1987-1990 

 f. 77 Club projects proposal, 1989 

 f. 78-79 Club recognition summary, 1991, 1999-2000 

 f. 80 135th District Assembly meeting, 1945 

 f. 81 Donation correspondence, 2000 

 f. 82 Donation referral, 2001 

 f. 83 Donation summary, 2003 

Box 007 f. 84 Paul Harris Fellow membership, 1996-1997 

 f. 85 Paul Harris Sustaining members, and Polio Plus donation report,  

     1990-1991 

  f. 86 Holiday party, 1992 

 f. 87 Installation banquet pamphlet, 1978-1996 

 f. 88 Installation banquet reservation forms, and attendance sheet, 1983 

 f. 89 International convention, bylaws, district conference, classification,  

    and membership pamphlets, 1954-1992 

 f. 90 Newspaper clippings, 1945 

 f. 91 Oratorical Contest and Group Study Exchange, 1989, 1993 

 f. 92 Polio Plus campaign correspondence and lists, 1992 

 f. 93 Polio Plus campaign and Paul Harris Fellow status, 1993 

 f. 94 Polio Plus project, 2001 

 f. 95 Proposed amendments and bylaws, 1997 

 f. 96 Rotarian of the Year, 2001 

 f. 97 Rotary Foundation, 2001 

 f. 98 Song books, golf benefit, Spotlight on Education, 75th anniversary  

     pamphlets, 1972-1998 

 f. 99 Yearly donation summary, 2001 

f. 100-135 The Spokesman 

 f. 100 Rotary International News Broadcast No. 2, July 3, 1945 

 f. 101 Vol. 12, No. 1-50, October 7, 1952-June 30, 1953 

 f. 102 Vol. 13, No. 1-51, July 7, 1953-June 29, 1954 

 f. 103 Vol. 14, No. 1-46, July 6, 1954-May 17, 1955 

 f. 104 Vol. 15, No. 1-52, July 5, 1955-June 28, 1956 

 f. 105 Vol. 16, No. 1-52, July 5, 1956-June 27, 1957 

 f. 106 Vol. 17, No. 1-49, July 11, 1957-June 17, 1958 

 f. 107 Vol. 18, No. 1-52, July 1, 1958-June 30, 1959 

 f. 108 Vol. 19, No. 1-52, July 7, 1959-June 28, 1960 

 f. 109 Vol. 20, No. 1-50, July 5, 1960-June 20, 1961 

Box 008 f. 110 Vol. 21, No. 2-51, July 11, 1961-June 19, 1962 

 f. 111 Vol. 22, No. 1-47, July 3, 1962-June 25, 1963 

 f. 112 Vol. 23, No. 1-52, July 2, 1963-June 30, 1964 

 f. 113 Vol. 24, No. 1-51, July 7, 1964-June 22, 1965 
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 f. 114 Vol. 25, No. 1-51, July 6, 1965-June 28, 1966 

 f. 115 Vol. 26, No. 1-52, July 12, 1966-June 27, 1967 

 f. 116 Vol. 27, No. 1-50, July 11, 1967-June 18, 1968 

 f. 117 Vol. 28, No. 1-51, July 2, 1968-June 17, 1969 

 f. 118 Vol. 29, No. 1-53, July 1, 1969-June 30, 1970 

 f. 119 Vol. 30, No. 1-52, July 7, 1970-June 29, 1971 

 f. 120 Vol. 31, No. 1-52, July 6, 1971-June 27, 1972 

 f. 121 Vol. 32, No. 1-52, July 11, 1972-June 26, 1973 

 f. 122 Vol. 33, No. 1-50, July 3, 1973-June 25, 1974 

 f. 123 Vol. 34, No. 2-52, July 9, 1974-June 24, 1975 

 f. 124 Vol. 35, No. 2-53, July 8, 1975-June 29, 1976 

Box 009 f. 125 Vol. 36, No. 2-51, July 13, 1976-June 21, 1977 

 f. 126 Vol. 37, No. 1-50, July 5, 1977-June 13, 1978 

 f. 127 Vol. 38, No. 1-52, July 4, 1978-June 26, 1979 

 f. 128 Vol. 39, No. 1-47, July 10, 1979-June 24, 1980 

 f. 129 Vol. 40, No. 1-51, July 8, 1980-July 23, 1981 

 f. 130 Vol. 41, No. 1-44, July 7, 1981-June 15, 1982 

 f. 131 Vol. 56, No. 1-52, July 2, 1996-June 24, 1997 

 f. 132 Vol. 59, No. 1-52, July 13, 1999-June 27, 2000 

 f. 133 Vol. 60, No. 1-54, July 5, 2000-June 27, 2001 

 f. 134 Vol. 61, No. 1-50, July 11, 2001-June 26, 2002 

 f. 135 Vol. 62, No. 1-47, July 3, 2002-July 4, 2003 

f. 136-137 Photographs 

 f. 136 Golf benefit and group photos, no date 

 f. 137 Group photos, and 40th anniversary celebration, 1933, 1964 

  

Index: 
 

Index Terms Folder Image 

Bussinesspeople--Societies, etc. 1-137 Yes 

Charities 1-137 Yes 

Civic improvement--Missouri--Saint Louis Metropolitan Area 1-135  

Clubs--Missouri--Clayton 1-137 Yes 

Fellowship 1-137 Yes 

Humanitarianism  1-137 Yes 

Nonprofit organizations--Missouri--Clayton  1-137 Yes 

Rotary Club (Clayton, Mo.) 1-137 Yes 

Rotary International 1-135  

Rotary International--Periodicals 100-135  

Rotary International--Songs and music 98  

Social service 1-135  

St. Louis (Mo.)--Societies, etc. 1-137 Yes 

Voluntarism--Missouri--Saint Louis Metropolitan Area 1-135  

 


