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Introduction  
0.4 cubic foot 
 
The Joseph F. Heifner papers consist of family correspondences dating between 1847 and 
1890. The letters, written primarily by Heifner siblings Joseph, Nancy (Ryan), Mary 
(Copes), and Loretto (Beatty), along with their children, detail significant events for the 
Missouri-based family over a half-century period, including the a scarlet fever quarantine 
in St. Louis, an 1866 St. Louis cholera outbreak, an 1873 Missouri state vote on liquor 
licenses, as well as mentions of natural disasters, political campaigns, parades and 
celebrations. The correspondence also includes personal family topics regarding finances, 
births, deaths, marriages, and baptisms. In addition correspondence, the collection also 
contains four photographs of Joseph Francis Heifner, his wife, Phoebe Elizabeth Bailey 
Heifner, and their children. The materials in this collection are arranged alphabetically, 
and chronologically thereunder. 
 
Donor Information  
The papers were donated to the State Historical Society of Missouri by Marc Houseman 
on behalf of the Washington Historical Society on July 27, 2018 (Accession No. 
SA4361).  
 
Copyright and Restrictions  
The Donor has given and assigned to the University of Missouri all rights of copyright 
which the Donor has in the Materials and in such of the Donor’s works as may be found 
among any collections of Materials received by the University from others.  
 
Box List   
 
Box 001 f. 1-5   Family correspondence 1847-1890 
  f. 6   Photographs, 1867, no date 
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